
    
      
        
          
        
      

    


[image: image]



  	
	    
	      Also by R.S. Kellogg

	    

      
	    
          
	      Breadcove Bay

          
        
          
	          Tinsleberry  Gate

          
        
          
	          The Supreme Tea of All Teas

          
        
          
	          A Story Like Water: A Breadcove Bay Short Story

          
        
          
	          The Women's House: A Breadcove Bay Short Story

          
        
          
	          Water in the Dark

          
        
          
	          The Youngest Wife

          
        
          
	          In Search of Debulon's Desires

          
        
          
	          The True Tears of a Fine Romance

          
        
          
	          The Wishes of Norrit and Hale

          
        
          
	          The Medic and the Enchanted Train Station

          
        
          
	          The Adventures of Norrit and Hale

          
        
          
	          Balancing Breadcove Bay

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Everyday Goddess Omnibuses

          
        
          
	          Favored by the Goddesses

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Everyday Goddess Stories

          
        
          
	          Everyday Goddess Stories: Volume 1

          
        
          
	          Tales of the Fates: Everyday Goddess Stories, Volume 2

          
        
          
	          Goddess in the Details

          
        
          
	          Artemis the Midwife: An Everyday Goddess Short Story

          
        
          
	          Tales of Fates and Graces: Everyday Goddess Stories, Vol. 3

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Mermaid Magic Tales

          
        
          
	          Mermaids and Strangers: Mermaid Magic Tales, Volume 2

          
        
          
	          Mermen and Maidens

          
        
          
	          When the Sea Kisses Land: Tales of Siren Song

          
        
          
	          Born of Tides: Mermaid Magic Tales Volume 1

          
        
          
	          The Misadventures of Mermen

          
        
          
	          Anchored to the Sea: Mermaid Magic Tales, Vol. 6

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Mermaid Omnibuses

          
        
          
	          A Crescendo of Mermaid Magic Tales

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Norrit and Hale

          
        
          
	          Norrit and Hale: Private Eyes

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Rapunzel Collection

          
        
          
	          Rapunzel Reborn

          
        
          
	          Rapunzel Reborn: First Hardback Edition

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Standalone

          
        
          
	          The Empress Kuan Yin

          
        
          
	          Tia's Eclipse

          
        
          
	          Try Not to Get Lost in the Woods

          
        
          
	          The Ice Queen's Shoes

          
        
          
	          Artemis and the Cats: An Everyday Goddess Short Story

          
        
          
	          Lost Faces by Candlelight

          
        
          
	          Tipping Point at the Mall

          
        
          
	          A Cold Mermaid Tale

          
        
          
	          An Unexpected Mermaid

          
        
          
	          Mermaid Whispers in the Dark

          
        
          
	          Norrit and Hale and the Ash on the Wind

          
        
          
	          Norrit and Hale and the Great Balloon Race

          
        
          
	          Norrit and Hale and the Knitting Brigade

          
        
          
	          Norrit and Hale: An Origin Story

          
        
          
	          The Future Mrs. Claus

          
        
          
	          Fates' Colored Water

          
        
          
	          Her Great Lengths

          
        
          
	          Meeting the Future Mrs. Claus

          
        
          
	          Nike and the Fates

          
        
          
	          Nike Plays Cards

          
        
          
	          Norrit and Hale and the Dance of the Gods

          
        
          
	          The Quilt of the Fates

          
        
          
	          Love Comes for Santa Claus

          
        
          
	          The Candy Cane Date

          
        
          
	          The Christmas Stocking Gambit

          
        
          
	          The Christmas Toy Genius

          
        
          
	          The Dance at Santa's Circle

          
        
          
	          A Day in the Life of the Graces

          
        
          
	          Cousins to the Fates

          
        
          
	          The Graces of Apollo

          
        
          
	          The Longshot Heir

          
        
          
	          A Crush of Fate

          
        
          
	          A Chorus of Mermaid Magic Tales

          
        
          
	          Time Traveling Tap Shoes

          
        
          
	          Myths in Mycelium

          
        
          
	          Students of Magic

          
        
          
	          The Pets of Tinsleberry

          
        
          
	          Persona Play

          
        
          
	          A Pet for the Sleeping Woman

          
        
      

      
    
    



  	
  	
			 

			
		
    To M.I.K.

      

    



	[image: ]

	 
	[image: ]





[image: ]


Introduction:


[image: ]




Mermen and their escapades on the dry-lander world have shown up in some of my other works. This short story collection comes at the topic with a generally light-hearted attitude. 

This book of short stories returns us to the realms of Breadcove Bay, Agratica, and mermaid clans to explore some relationship dynamics between mermen and the dry-land women they interact with. 

Mermaids might be more popular and storied than their merman counterpart in our culture, but mermen deserve to have their stories told too. 

Here’s a sneak peak of the stories you’ll find in this book. 

​“Rescue Mission to Emerald Lake” finds Maynson guided by a mer angel to help a captive merman. 

In “Merman at the Market,” Jaire hopes to find a gift for the girl he likes . . . and meets someone unexpected. 

In “The Flying Merman,” the Archamen becomes ensnared by women of a surprising species. 

“The Cast-Offs at Half-Crescent Hill” finds Dari on a supply run for half-blood orphaned children . . . on a night when their merfolk parents rise to the surface. 

And “First Walk on Land” explores what happens when Jaire decides to become a land-walking merman . . . by going to a questionable source. 

These five new short stories explore mermen—and some of their many adventures. 

Ready to dive in? 

Enjoy the stories. 

Cheers,

Rebecca

P.S. At the end of this book, you will find the opening of “Leora’s Duet,” a sneak preview of the first story from Tales of Siren Song: Mermaid Magic Tales, Volume 5.
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Rescue Mission to Emerald Lake
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by R.S. Kellogg

Maynson, undergraduate student in the discipline of Water, stood on the lip of a grassy hill that dropped down to the rocky beach of Emerald Lake. 

He held in one cold, mittened hand a glowing cup. 

The chill of the air stung his ears. He sniffled; his nose had started to drip. The scents of the Forest of Beyond behind him, from which he had just emerged, lingered on the air here—he could smell sharp pine, decomposing logs, and earthy moss. 

The wind moaned as it played over the water of the lake and whipped through the tops of the trees. The breeze brushed his hair up from his face and sent a chill through him. At Maynson’s back, the great trees of the Forest of Beyond rustled their branches in the wind—a shivery sound that suited how he felt very well. 

Emerald Lake was a hike of half an hour from the walls of Borealis University and Maynson’s dorm room. He felt grateful to be wearing his warm coat, but regretted not putting on his thicker socks for the trek out, and ruefully reflected that his warmest socks were far enough away now that he couldn’t easily retrieve them for this adventure. 

As his hair moved with the wind, Maynson tucked his scarf a little bit more tightly into his jacket to secure it into place, sparing a glance up at the clouds which spackled the sky and blocked some of the sun, and noticing that they made the day feel even colder than it might have otherwise been. 

The cloud covering didn’t look like rain, so that was a relief at least. 

He glanced at the lake. 

On the rocky beach below, water sprayed against the rocks. 

It was not a tame day on the lake, and it felt colder here, beyond the shelter of the tree-lined path through the forest. 

His walk through the forest had been grounding, really. 

Stabilizing. 

Which he had needed, given the conversation he’d been having that morning with the being in the cup in his hand. 

Nudging his glasses up his nose with a couple fingers sheathed in the knit of his beige mittens, Maynson lifted the cup and stared at the tiny winged figure in the water inside the glass. 

The little glowing mer angel waved cheerily back at him, curling his tail in a circle in the cold water of the cup and tucking his little wings around himself as if for an added measure of warmth. 

Though Maynson was fixated on studying the small figure of the pearlescent mer angel, who was now looking in all directions to assess the scenery with very big eyes for such a small being, he was still aware as if at a distance of the chipper birdsong in the nearby trees, and the whir of wings. 

A half-smile tugged at his face. He wondered whether this mer angel could fly in the air, or only in water. 

It was cold, and if Maynson hadn’t been traveling following the insistence of the mer angel, he probably would have chosen to stay inside—to leave his cozy dorm room only in order to go to his classes. 

The open world out here beyond the walls of Borealis University had an edge to it today, and even the sun didn’t look cheerful. 

Come to think of it, even though the mer angel had a cheerful smile, the little being also appeared tense to him. 

Maynson didn’t have a strong understanding of the role of mer angels within the mer realm, and this was certainly the first time he had come across such a being. 

His understanding was that the mer angels kept watch over the wellbeing of the mer creatures—the mermen and mermaids, especially. He supposed that they were supposed to keep them from danger—that sort of thing. And maybe to also imbue the mer creatures with an inner peace. 

Wasn’t he just lucky to have happened upon this one this morning? He sighed with satisfaction at the thought of being the host of a genuine mer angel. 

Shivering to himself, he squinted in at the little being, curious whether anything about it would appear to have an especially holy gravitas, or offer him a sense of wonder or a connection to the higher realms. 

The being in the cup certainly shone, but he didn’t appear to Maynson to have any sense of inner peace. 

If anything, the mer angel looked nervous. 

That morning, when Maynson had scooped up the mer angel in his glowing cup outside the dorm room of his friend Leora, and the mer angel had told Maynson that they needed to rescue a being from the bottom of Emerald Lake, Maynson had felt flattered to have been pressed into a rescue mission which was apparently of some importance. 
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