

GOOD WORDS FOR GODLY LIVING




INTRODUCTION


This book is a compilation of articles written for FaithFilledFamily.com (magazine) by the author. Each chapter is a stand-alone article on a specific topic – which is good because you won’t be bored. Testimonies – anecdotes – and stories abound, along with some pretty good stuff on what the Bible says about the topic. The last chapter is a comprehensive look at the blessing of New Testament holiness and how you can receive it.




VISIONS OF THE NIGHT


According to the book of Job God speaks to everybody through dreams. “For God speaks again and again in dreams, in visions of the night when deep sleep falls on men as they lie on their beds. He opens their ears in times like that and gives them wisdom and instruction”. (Job 33:17) The apostle Peter spoke of dreams as one of the signs of the outpouring of the Holy Spirit in the last days - when he explained the meaning of the events on the day of Pentecost to the people attracted by the sound of the Holy Spirits coming. (Acts 2) He quotes the prophecy of last day events by the Prophet Joel. (Joel 2:28-32) We can presume Peter was speaking of God pouring His Spirit only upon Christians. In fact, in the first part of the quote God promises to pour His Spirit upon all mankind. (Acts 2:17) A result of that outpouring is that old men shall dream dreams. (Acts 2:17)


The Bible records many occasions when God spoke to the Godly and the ungodly in dreams. God given dreams played a leading role in many of the momentous events in the Bible. In a dream God appeared to Jacob and gave him a promise about the nation of Israel and the blessing of the Gospel. (Gen 28) Joseph saw his destiny in a dream. He became a ruler in Egypt under Pharaoh because of his ability to interpret dreams. (Gen 37,40,41) His dream interpreting saved an entire nation from ruin by drought. God warned King Abimelech in a dream not to touch Sarah, Abrahams wife on pain of death. (Gen 20) Gideon gained confidence for victory over the Midianites and their allies when he heard enemy soldiers discussing a dream. (Judges 6)


By a dream God warned King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon to humble himself or face divine discipline. Daniel became a witness of the God of truth and holiness when raised to prominence in Babylon by his ability to interpret dreams and visions. The first of Daniels visions of the progress of world events and the end times was revelation in a dream. Daniel called it a dream, a vision of the night. (Dan 7:1) The Prophet Zechariah describes one of his messages from God as a vision at night. (Zech 1:7) 


The Lord spoke with Joseph the husband of Mary, the mother of Jesus three times through dreams. He received an explanation of the conception of Jesus and confirmation he should marry Mary in a dream. He was able to outmanoeuvre the devils’ effort to destroy Jesus by fleeing with his family to Egypt, to escape Herod after a warning dream. By a dream the Lord alerted Joseph to the death of Herod and told him to return to Israel. After seeing the Christ child and counselled in a dream, the three wise men did not report back to Herod. God cautioned the wife of Pontius Pilate of the innocence of Jesus in a dream. Guided by a night vision Paul and his companions began to preach the gospel in Macedonia. (Acts 16:9)


The Lord used a dream to help me when I first became a Christian. I was having disturbing dreams every night – a pack of wild dogs would be after me among other things. It reached the stage where lying down to sleep was a stressful event. I obtained some relief when I came up with the idea of putting the Bible under my pillow each night. Years later I discovered Oral Roberts often slept with the Bible under his pillow. It wasn’t the complete answer and I was still struggling. Finally, I dreamed one night I was standing in a circle of people in the garden bar of a hotel. I had not long been set free from a life of frequenting hotels and excessive alcohol consumption. In the dream I glanced across at the people opposite me and there was Jesus standing with the group, dressed in white. After that night I had no problem with those disturbances again.


I have learned to take notice if I dream of a person dressed in white or an object that is white and is distinct from the other colours of the dream. Most of the time when God wants to get something across to me in a dream He follows that formula. Usually I can remember the dream when I wake, and I know it’s meaning. For example, I dreamed I owned a white taxi. I had the cab at a race track. It was the only car at the track and myself and only one or two other people were present. I knew that I could race my cab on the track alone if I wanted to. The dream then changed, and I was in my white taxi at peak hour on a congested four lane highway. Traffic was moving slowly; the weather was hot, and the air polluted with fumes and smoke from truck and car exhausts. When I awoke I knew the meaning of the dream. The white taxi was my Christian life. In the first part of the dream I was keeping my Christian life to myself – it was not influencing non-Christian people at all. On the four-lane highway my life was out amongst the unsaved world where its light shone in a dark place. (Philip 2:15) A lot of discomfort was associated with life on the highway, but I knew God was pleased with that part of the dream.


At another time I saw a white Rolls Royce parked in a small showroom. The showroom walls were about twelve inches from the car on all sides. Again, I knew the meaning of the dream upon waking. The Rolls Royce was the Christian life – the best life a person can have. Standing immobile within four walls is not the cars true purpose. Travelling, out on the road where all can see its quality is its proper use. I know of many Christians whose God given dream experience is different than mine. 


Doug Addison of DougAddison.com offers an online dream interpretation course for Christians. The aim is to help Christians understand their own dreams and to be ready to interpret dreams of non-Christian people as a witness to the Gospel. That may be a new idea for you, but it is one with plenty of Bible backing – for example Joseph and Daniel. Doug teaches on video and gives a printable dream symbol dictionary. I have not had the chance to interpret a non– Christians dream since taking the course. I use the dictionary to guide me in understanding any of my dreams that seem significant. If an opportunity arises to speak to a person about a dream and we have not had training, we can follow Daniels example and simply ask God for the interpretation. Daniel went and prayed then returned with the interpretation.


The late John Paul Jacksons videos on YouTube are another useful source of teaching about dreams. His organisation Streams Ministries, is still in operation and I believe many of his dreams teaching products are still available. If dream interpretation seems a bit new age to you it’s handy to remember the ability to dream came with the package when God created Adam from the dust. The Bible says Daniel had an excellent spirit which included the ability to interpret dreams. (Dan 5:12) We saw previously the meaning of dreams God gave to ungodly persons stayed hidden until a Godly person interpreted them. The outpouring of the Holy Spirit on all mankind and the old men dreaming dreams mentioned in Acts 2, tells us God is giving dreams to unsaved people who need us to explain the meaning. Doug Addison believes many unsaved people know they have had important dreams and are searching for the explanation. Doug does street work where he asks people if they have a dream they want interpreted. Acts 2 confirms dreams are high on the list of Gods activities in the last days. The Amplified Bible says, “And your old men shall dream (divinely suggested) dreams”.


How about bad dreams? Should we seek interpretation of bad dreams? I received a lesson on that some years ago. I dreamed a bear was after me in a church hall. Though I was hiding I knew the bear would eventually find me. It was a mildly disturbing dream. The next morning I decided – bear after me in a church hall – this has an important meaning for me. I made an appointment with my Pastor in the hope the two of us might get to the meaning of this dream. I was ready for an in-depth time with my Pastor. I was in his office five minutes. He said, “It’s a negative dream Ross – God doesn’t speak through negative dreams – forget it”. I was embarrassed, but it helped to set up a principle I still stick too. Put very little importance on negative dreams. I know Prophet Doug Addison gives people a positive spin on negative dreams. If you don’t have access to Doug or somebody like him then ninety nine percent of the time I believe, we should take my Pastors advice. Forget it.


My overall experience with dreams is that I do not have a lot of the God given dreams I have described above. I can often trace the foundation of my dreams to events that occurred the day before or to subjects I have been studying or thinking about. Occasionally I will have a dream (with no white content) that gets my attention and I will dig out Doug Addison’s dream dictionary and look up the symbols. The results can be interesting - for example I dreamed one night I was standing in my front yard talking to a group of people. I can’t recall the conversation, but I do remember during our talk I was thinking repeatedly, “They don’t know what I have around the back of the house”. Even though that was my thinking in the dream, I did not know what was at the back either. After everybody had left I turned expectantly because I knew whatever was at the back was now coming around to the front. As I looked a huge tiger appeared and walked up to me. It frightened me at first, but I quickly realised it meant me no harm and that it was in fact my tiger. It seemed to be a significant dream and a search through Doug’s dream dictionary revealed a tiger can mean power. Ephesians 1:18-20 always comes to mind when I think of that dream; “…That you may know…what is the exceeding greatness of His power toward us who believe…the same power that raised Jesus from the dead”. We are often not aware of Gods power in our lives (symbolised by the rear of the house and the house meaning my daily living) nor do we often feel it, but the word tells us it is there and always active on our behalf. Perhaps the dream was to remind me of that truth. I think it is important for us to be available to God about dreams - to ask how involved He wants us to be in dream interpretation, and if He wants us to do a course or some study on the subject. 




