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        Heart Talk

      

      
        Recovering from a heart transplant, Casey readies herself to return to work. But her new heart has other ideas…

        

        After a heart transplant, Casey readies herself for her first day back at work. New suit, check. Herbal tea, check. Egg white omelette, check. Then a voice in her head suggests some salsa with that omelette, something to make it less bland. Why not?

        

        And when she gets to work, that same voice recommends covering her office’s the empty white board with a drawing of a landscape.

        

        Where is that voice coming from? What will it ask of her next?

        

        Join Casey as she tries to figure it out in this contemporary fantasy, Heart Talk.

        

        Part of Heart’s Desires, an Uncollected Anthology.
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      Eights months in and Casey still found it incredible to wake up every morning and see the sunlight peeking around the burgundy curtains in her bedroom. For so long, she’d had to sleep in the guest room on the main floor, her heart too weak to let her climb stairs. Especially in the last few weeks.

      But now…

      Now she had a new heart…and a new life.

      As usual, she hurried through her morning rituals in order to stand in front of her mirror after her shower. Every day, she traced the scar that was almost a perfectly straight line down her chest. She remembered before the surgery the doctor telling her about the scarring, the after care, the medications, and her own voice, sounding calm but with the high pitched tone that betrayed the panic she felt inside.

      But now she loved that scar and loved the energy she felt coursing through her.

      Especially now, her first day back to work.

      Already she could feel her new heart pounding away in her chest, strong, healthy. Flushing her with excitement. She dressed as fast as she could, grabbing the brand new, navy suit she’d laid out the night before on the armchair by the window. All of her other clothes were still too big for her, she’d lost so much weight, but now that she was recovering she would be able to eat regularly again.

      She fastened the final button on the jacket and stepped in front of the full length mirror on the closet door. Not the greatest mirror, it had a bit of a warp in it near the top, making her face look a little too long and bulbous at the top like she was some kind of alien, but it was good enough to see the suit.

      It looked good. Still a bit big but at least it didn’t hang off her like all her other clothes. And the neckline was high enough to hid the top of her scar. She may love the scar but she didn’t want to show it off.

      Not yet anyway.

      Her light brown hair was getting shaggy, losing the shape of the style she’d kept before. Maybe she would cut it. A nice bob to her chin would be good.

      A new hairstyle to go with her new life.

      She smiled at the image in the mirror, weird bulbous head and all. The image smiled back, showing her deeper crows feet than before, maybe a little deeper than she would like at thirty-nine but what the hell, not every thirty-nine year old had to get a heart transplant.

      A final nod and she headed for the kitchen.

      The house had a hushed sense to it, like it was still slumbering and she had to be quiet not to wake it. Even climbing down the stairs, she stepped softly even as she wanted to run and giggle her way down.

      Climbing stairs, still such a novelty!

      Her white kitchen was bathed in early morning sunshine. She ached to set the coffee machine going but had to settle for putting the kettle on for tea. Her doctor had made her promise to keep the coffee down to one cup per day. She would probably need it in the office so with breakfast, it was just herbal tea.

      As the kettle started to hiss, she whipped up a quick egg white omelette with fresh mushrooms. She’d have to forego the cheese so it seemed a little bland.
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