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Oh, no – my scary prediction came true.

––––––––

[image: ]


I’m Scarlett King, married to Gabriel Devine, but as a modern woman, I use my maiden name. Perhaps I wouldn’t if it was something like Smellie, Pigg, or Bottom – all listed in the British telephone directory. 

Gabriel and I run an events company, Beauty and the Feast. We organise weddings, anniversaries and birthdays. However, in April this year, we organised a funeral reception with an Addams Family theme.

The shapely widow was dressed as Morticia and her children as Wednesday and Pugsley. However, handsome Gomez – a ‘close family friend’ seemed rather too close to the glamorous widow. 

Gomez didn’t ring true, and I saw pound signs in his eyes. If I’d pumped his arm, an avalanche of coins would have fallen from his smug mouth. That’s how he looked – smug, not upset. 

The widow was an attractive fiftyish, Gomez about twenty years younger. Pretty Wednesday and chubby Pugsley were twelve and seven.

Their actual names were Mercy Manners (Morticia) and her children Winnie and Perry. Gomez was Grayson Grimley. 

At first, I thought Grayson was merely a concerned friend – until I spotted him in a cobwebbed corner kissing Mercy on her luscious mouth. I’m not saying love can’t exist with an age difference, but a strong hunch said it involved money. 

At the time of the passionate kiss, Pugsley (Perry) was stuffing his face with a spider cupcake while Winnie (Wednesday) gyrated to ‘Don’t Fear the Reaper’ on the dance floor. 

––––––––
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I found the affair a little tasteless, but Mercy had assured me it was what her late husband wanted. ‘My favourite series is The Addams Family, and he wanted to make me smile after he’d gone.’

The funeral reception was held in an old and gothic hotel, Deathstone Manor. We usually have the events in our recently refurbished ballroom but Mercy wanted a venue near the cemetery. 

––––––––
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I was silent on the way home. As Gabriel halted our Beauty and the Feast van on the drive, he said, ‘Why so quiet? You love a post mortem after our events.’

‘Yes, but this one gave me the heeby-jeebies.’

Gabriel held the passenger door open. ‘Let’s get you inside.’

‘Will you make me a hot whisky toddy?’

‘Yes – put a match to the fire, relax on the sofa, and I’ll be with you in a jiffy.’

I changed into my Bewitched pyjamas, and old fluffy pink dressing gown then settled onto our cosy sofa as I watched the dancing flames and enjoyed warmth and the comforting fragrance of woodsmoke.

A large mug of hot black tea with whisky apiece, Gabriel said, ‘What’s the matter?.’

‘That reception cost a fortune, and Mercy Manners paid the bill in advance. And I checked her house online – it’s massive.’

Gabriel raised an eyebrow. ‘And your point?’ 

‘Reckon Gomez plans to marry Mercy, murder her for her money, then swan around the world while his poor stepchildren suffer in horrid boarding schools like poor Jane Eyre at grim Lowood.’

‘You read too many novels. Besides, it’s nothing to do with us. Haven’t we had enough drama?”

‘I suppose.’

Since I met Gabriel last year, we’ve been on three missions to the past to rescue endangered souls. Before that my life was dull, but saving Harry Charmer from 1976 danger ended all that. Harry is an Indian mystic who gives us the means to travel through time. 
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