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Laurie Dann was an Illinois woman, who had come from a wealthy North Shore family. She had been suffering from severe mental health issues for years, and was often going off her medication. She had been married at one point, though they later got divorced due to issues in their relationship. Laurie had made death threats, and harassing phone calls to her ex-husband, and his family members for years, and at one point was even accused of trying to murder him in his sleep with an ice pick. 

Her story is a tragic one, as her mental health issues resulted in Laurie committing a deadly crime spree in Winnetka, Illinois on May 2oth, 1988. Laurie had also delivered arsenic-laced food products (rice crispies treats, and juice boxes) to her ex-husband, ex-boyfriend, and many other people in her life. That same day, she tried to detonate a firebomb in the hallway of an elementary school. When that plan was foiled, Laurie tried to set a daycare on fire, but was stopped at the door. She was trying to harm her ex-sister-in-law’s children, who attended the school, and daycare. 

While at the house of the client she babysat for, Laurie set their house on fire – with the mother, and children locked in the basement. And then Laurie Dann had gone to another elementary school, armed with three handguns. She shot multiple second graders, killing eight-year-old Nick Corwin, and injuring a great deal of other victims. It was considered one of the first U.S school shootings at the time, and her crimes had horrified the nation. After ending up at a nearby neighbour’s house, she convinced them that she was the victim of a rape, and that she’d killed her rapist. She stayed there for hours while the police were dealing with the nearby school shooting. Laurie Dann had eventually shot one of the residents of the house, and had barricaded herself in their house. She committed suicide that evening, using one of her handguns on herself. 

Laurie Dann (née Wasserman), was born on October 18, 1957, in the Michael Reese Hospital, on Chicago’s South Side. Her parents  were Norman Wasserman, an accountant, and his wife, Edith Joy. The couple had another child, Mark, who had been five years older than Laurie. At the time of her birth, the Wasserman family lived in the Pill Hill neighbourhood, near South Shore. The Wasserman family later moved to the North Shore. They had purchased a large three-story brick property in Highland Park, that had a big bay window. 

Laurie’s father, Norman Wasserman loved doting on his daughter. However, the Wasserman weren’t the type of family to express their love and affection in a physical manner. Instead, he would often give his daughter clothes, and gifts that he thought she would like. Years later, when Laurie had written out a speech for a prenuptial dinner, she was unable to tell her parents that she loved them – even though it had been written in advance as part of her speech. 

Laurie had attended West Ridge Elementary School, which was only four blocks away from her home. Then she attended Red Oak Junior High, which was only three blocks away. Laurie had been an extremely shy, and withdrawn girl. She didn’t have a lot of friends in school. Laurie wasn’t remembered for her academic achievements, but she did particularly well in spelling. 

Some of Laurie’s classmates were later questioned by reporters, because the media wanted to get a better understanding of who Laurie was before the crime spree that occurred on May 20th. 

One of her former classmates had said the following: ‘She was very, very quiet. And she was very strange because you’d walk down the hall, and say ‘hi’, and she wouldn’t say anything. I remember her always getting good grades. It didn’t seem like she had many friends in junior high.’ 

Another of her classmates had presumed that Laurie would get married after high school, and settle down. Her classmates figured that she’d enjoy being someone’s wife, and not having to work. Although she did get married for a short while, the relationship quickly went downhill. Laurie’s life had many wild, and unexpected turns. 

During her freshman, and sophomore years, Laurie attended Highland Park High School. However, in 1973, the Wasserman family moved to their new Glencoe neighbourhood. They had bought a $100,000 five-bedroom house. Laurie transferred to Winnetka’s New Trier High School. 

When Laurie had attended New Trier High School, she didn’t befriend a lot of the girls in her class. The high school was extremely cliquey, and it had a hierarchical system. Laurie had tried to join the Girl’s Club, as well as the cheerleading squad. She was turned down for both, and she became upset by the rejection. 

One of her classmates had said the following: ‘I perceived a paranoia when girls were around. She always had a boyfriend, and was really clingy, draped around him. That really struck me, that she was somehow frightened, and had a real unhealthy attachment to boys.’
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