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      Our neighbours, an old couple, live in the house next to us. Their daughter often visits them with her son, Oliver, their grandson. Sitting in the garden, we hear adults constantly shout his name as if scolding him. 

      Oliver is a brilliant, resourceful, but slightly naughty boy, and he can't sit still. He reminded me of another Oliver, who is now an adult. I knew him as a boy in my childhood, and sometimes we played together with other friends.
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      My friend Oliver was also a restless boy who was constantly busy making things. His favourite activity was to make paper boats and try to float them in the nearby stream to see how far they would go. He was getting more and more adventurous with his boats.
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        Kayaks

      

      

      He made many different types: longboats, single and double-tube steamers, narrow boats, kayaks, sailboats and rafts.
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        Container ship

      

      Oliver seemed to have a vast knowledge of all types of water vessels and what they were called and used for. Many of them I had never even heard of, and Oliver patiently listed them to me:
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        Fishing ship

      

      “Container ships for the transport of containers. Bulk carriers for the transport of dry cargo. Lumber carriers carry timber, and tankers carry oil. Passenger ships - this is understandable for the transport of passengers. Trawlers for catching fish.
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        Steamship
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        Destoryer

      

      

      And using ferries, you can cross wide rivers or get to an island by sea from the mainland.”
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        Canoe boat

      

      Oliver knew how a kayak differed from a canoe, a cutter from a motorboat, and a steamboat from a schooner. He could also describe in great detail what a gondola looked like.
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        Drakkar

      

      Oliver and his dad made models of a particular group of ships – ones that had sails, both modern and old. They were all known by interesting names.

      Viking Drakkar is a long boat with a sail.
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        Frigate

      

      Frigates and Galleys, Caravels and sailing Barges.
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        Caravel
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        Brigantine

      

      From him, I learned that there are single-masted, two-masted and three-masted ships and what a mast is. 

      Do you know what a mast is on a sailing ship?

      Yes, it is a tall pole on which the sails are attached, and they can be controlled with cables and winches.

      Single-masted ships: Egyptian papyrus boat, Gunboat, Drakkar, Sloop.

      Two-masted: Brig, Brigantine, Schooner, Galley.

      Three-masted: Barque, Galleon, Caravel, Clipper, Corvette.

      Oliver dreamed of becoming a captain or first mate.

      He could talk about ships and navigation for hours, but everyone listened to him only briefly as we all preferred to do something practical with boats in the nearby stream.

      Oliver taught us all how to make boats out of a sheet of paper. We would then launch them into the water for a race and run screaming along the riverbank, each supporting our creation.

      We also had much fun putting obstacles and dams in the shallow stream for them to see how the boats managed to manoeuvre between them as if by magic.
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        Sailing Yacht

      

      

      Oliver also said he sailed with his grandfather's real yacht and showed how to handle the sails.

      All of his stories were incredible. But I saw with my own eyes how many models of different ships they had in their house and even met his grandfather.
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