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The penthouse buzzed with the electric high of celebration. The air was thick with the scent of warm champagne, takeout containers from an overpriced Korean hotpot restaurant, and the faint, musky tang of sweat-soaked stage clothes piled in the corner.

In the pink apartment was the glittering K-Pop sensation, NOVVA, who had just finished performing a sold-out concert in San Francisco. The arena had been a sea of glowing lightsticks, the screams of their fans echoing like thunder. The tour had been exhausting, and the group had only a couple more dates lined up for Northern California, with San Jose scheduled for a few nights and Santa Cruz to follow. 

The five girls sprawled across the luxe apartment's living room, courtesy of their agency's deep pockets, with plush sectional sofas, floor-to-ceiling windows overlooking the San Francisco skyline, and a massive flatscreen replaying their concert in the background.

“Unnie! That high note in ‘Luv Eyes’ was incredible!” squealed Lee Mi-Na, a strong performer and the third youngest in the group. She was nineteen, her body petite but toned from dance rehearsals. Her black hair sparkled with confetti.

Lim Hiyori softly chuckled, looking away. She was the eldest member, a passionate vocalist, and the leader of NOVVA. She was the undisputed queen of the group, with her raven-black hair cascading down her black crop top, contrasting with her porcelain skin. She raised her glass high in the air, the golden champagne swirling with fizzing bubbles.

On the table, signed posters were splayed out, wet with blobs of alcohol. Glow bracelets began to lose their illumination on the dark oak. A white t-shirt with their signatures in Sharpie hung off the corner, stained with red wine.

“We all did so well tonight,” Hyori said, smiling.

“I don’t want it to end,” Tachibana Hana whined, clasping her hands together. She put her head on Sano Kaori’s shoulder, her orange hair shimmering under the ceiling lights.

Kaori smiled, the drink in her hand spilling a little on her jeans.

On the opposite end of the couch, Imai Yui, the visual of the group, fanned herself with a tour program, her black hair fluttering. The long tassels of her white knit hat swayed.
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