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        Detective Lionel Collins hates investigating weird murders but someone is leaving a trail of shredded bodies in their wake. The only clue is a strange elongated fingerprint that leads Collins on a path he comes to regret.
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      Without a doubt, the guy was dead. It wasn't the amount of blood sprayed around the room that convinced Detective Lionel Collins, although no one could survive such a blood loss. Mostly it was the position of the corpse. Dead bodies had a unique, discarded look about them, like an empty glove. This guy was definitely empty.

      He turned away from the corpse and looked around the small, ground floor bachelor apartment. Other than the blood, the place was neat. No sign of a struggle except for the broken window. It looked like someone had smashed through and sliced up the victim before he could react. Someone or something.

      “Doesn't look like anything's missing,” the voice of his partner, Stan Pollani broke into his thoughts. “Just like the other ones last month.”

      “I don't think the motive was robbery.” Collins glanced back at the corpse, at the organs that erupted from the chest like the guy was a squished jelly donut. “Tell the pathologist to make sure everything is still there.”

      Pollani stopped jotting notes on his ever present notepad. “You think this could be some kind of cult activity? Stealing organs?”

      Collins shrugged. “I don't know. But I'm pretty sure this wasn't any spat with a girlfriend.”

      He left his partner to supervise the bagging of the body and headed out. Fat rain drops plopped onto the sidewalk in front of him, a vague threat. The chill in the air made him hunch his shoulders; over the past several years damp chills had caused an ache in his shoulders that he wished he could deny. Just sore muscles, he always told himself, ignoring his family history of arthritis. The arthritis had been so bad for his father that at forty-five, he could no longer do the fine finger movements required as a jewelry maker. Pain wasn't always physical.

      A rain drop splattered on his forehead as he reached the car. Typical. He wiped it off and got behind the wheel. Just the thing to start the day off right. First a weird murder and now the rain. With a sigh, he started the car and pulled away.
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        * * *

      

      Collins was typing up his final report when Harry Ridel wandered over to his desk with a perplexed look on his normally bland face.

      Staring at the keyboard, Collins typed the three more words with two fingers and then turned to Ridel. “Hi Harry, what's up?”

      Ridel settled his thin frame into the plastic chair usually reserved for suspects. “It's weird,” he announced.

      “What's weird?”

      “These prints. I can't figure them out.”

      “What prints are those, Harry?”

      Ridel slapped down a vanilla file in front of Collins. He flipped it open and pointed at a computer printout. “Those prints.”

      Collins stared at the image. It was a finger print, of a sort. The whorls and ridges looked like one but the print itself was too large for a person's finger, too elongated. Like someone had stretched their finger print, but Collins had seen smudged prints and they didn't look like this. This print was clean, no smudge.
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