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Introduction
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The Stamp Act, Boston Port Act and other Parlimentary actions had ignited a firestorm of protest among the American colonists. The British miscalculated the anger in the colonists and made bungled attempts at pacification. The anger finally boiled over into armed conflict in April 1775 when General Thomas Gage sent troops to Concord and Lexington Massachusetts to confiscate military supplies. The firestorm that erupted around his troops flared into war leaving General Gage cooped up inside Boston with his troops. 
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January 06, 1775 - Louisa Company Renamed Transylvania Company
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On January 6, 1775, Richard Henderson changed the name of his land speculation company once again, to the Transylvania Company, a company that invested in land in the developing region of Kentucky and Tennessee. 
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February 07, 1775 - Ben Franklin Delivers An Imaginary Speech

By early February 1775 relations between Britain and the thirteen colonies had ebbed to a low point. In mere weeks the shots at Concord and Lexington would ring out. By late April the countries would be at war. Ben Franklin had been in London for eleven years, working on behalf of the colony of Pennsylvania. Franklin would return to Philadelphia in about a month, where he would join the Continental Congress as it waged war against the nation he loved. But Franklin was an American and a patriot. A British officer had slighted the Americans in a speech before Parliament a few days before. Offended, Franklin responded. The "speech" Franklin delivered was published in a newspaper column, printed on February 7, 1775.

The Speech

Franklin begins, "In a late Debate, a certain North British Colonel thought proper to recommend himself to the Court, by grossly abusing the Americans. I send you the Answer I should have made to him had I been present when he uttered his Invective, and I rely upon it, that you will shew that Candour and Justice to America which is refused in certain great Assemblies, and not condemn them without a Hearing.

Mr. Sp——r, Sir,

I am an American: In that Character I trust this House will shew some little Indulgence to the Feelings which are excited by what fell this Moment from an honourable and military Gentleman under the Gallery. According to him, Sir, the Americans are unequal to the People of this Country in Devotion to Women, and in Courage, and in what, in his Sight seems worse than all, they are religious."

Answered the Charges

Franklin went on to answer all three charges against his countrymen. He relates how, during the previous French and Indian War, the Colonials had saved British regulars from disaster on numerous occasions. He notes that the American population in the colonies is growing, while British population was on the decline. He demands to know what this shows "which of the two People are most effectually devoted to the Fair Sex." He answers the third charge by stating that it was the Puritans, religious brothers of the Massachusetts settlers that rid England of the hated line of Stuart kings that had ruled previously. He ends with the question, "Does that sharpen his Resentment against the Americans; who inherit from those Ancestors, not only the same Religion, but the same Love of Liberty and Spirit to defend it?"

War Begins

Franklin would leave his beloved London and return to Philadelphia. By the time his feet reached the Philadelphia dock in May 1775, the war between the colonies and Britain had begun. This would be his final stay in London.
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February 20, 1775 - Parliament Passes the Conciliatory Resolution
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The escalating crises in the American colonies had elicited several proposals to try to quell the unrest. In January Parliament had reviewed some of the petitions presented to them from the colonies. William Pitt had made several proposals, including allowing the colonists more self government and removing the troops from Boston. Parliament rejected both of these proposals. Finally, on February 20, Parliament passed a resolution that exempted any colony from taxation that refrained from anti-Crown activity and contributed to the common defense. The Parliament then sent the proposal out to the Colonial assemblies for consideration.
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March 8, 1775 - Thomas Paine's "African Slavery in America" Published.

[image: ]




Few men influenced the development to the American movement toward independence more than Thomas Paine. His pamphlet "Common Sense" played a major role in changing Colonial attitudes towards independence. In addition to being a leading advocate for independence, Paine was also an ardent abolitionist. He wished to end slavery. 

Birth and Early Life

Francis Cocke Paine presented her husband Joseph Pain with a baby boy, Thomas, on January 29, 1736. After attending Thetford Grammar School, Thomas apprenticed to his father, a stay-maker. He was thirteen at the time. He later served a stint at sea, and then moved to Sandwich, Kent where he established a shop. He married Mary Lambert on September 27, 1759. She and her infant later died in childbirth. Thomas migrated back to Thetford, England after his business failed. He became a master stay maker and became involved in both church and politics. He lived in a room above Samuel Ollive and Esther Ollive's tobacco shop. Paine later married their daughter, Elizabeth in 1771. 

Stay-maker

A stay-maker is a tailor, or seamstress, that specializes in making stays, or corsets, for ladies dresses. The stay-maker needed a fair knowledge of women’s anatomy in order to create stays that fit well. The modern stay-maker requires a thorough knowledge of historic styles in order to make reproductions of dresses. 

Rough Times

Serving as an Excise Officer, Thomas advocated for better pay and working conditions. He published his first political pamphlet, The Case of the Officers of Excise, in 1772. On June 4, 1774, he separated from his wife. His business again failed and he faced financial ruin and debtor's prison. He migrated to London where a mutual friend introduced him to Benjamin Franklin who was in London at the time. 

Emigration to America

Franklin recommended that he move to America and gave him a letter of recommendation. Paine took the advice and boarded a ship to Philadelphia in October 1774. He contracted typhus from contaminated drinking water on the ship and arrived in Philadelphia more dead than alive. Franklin's physician met him at the dock, took him home and nursed him back to health. By 1775, he rose to become editor for the publication Pennsylvania Magazine. He had found his home, as he found he excelled at publishing. 

African Slavery in America

On March 8, 1775, he published his essay, African Slavery in America. It was the first article in the United States calling for the emancipation of all slaves and the abolition of slavery. The Pennsylvania Journal and Weekly Advertiser ran the article. In April 1775 the first anti slavery organization in America formed, with Paine as a founding member. Paine went on to publish Common Sense, a pamphlet that influenced American thought in the months before the Declaration of Independence.
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March 10, 1775 - Daniel Boone Begins Blazing Wilderness Road
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Richard Henderson hired Daniel Boone to blaze a trail and establish a settlement in his proposed fourteenth colony. Boone, having explored the region, knew both a route through the wilderness and a likely site, with a salt lick, for settlement. 

The Route

The Appalachian Mountains created a formidable barrier to settlement of the west. Settlers wishing to press west before Boone's Wilderness Road had four choices they could use. Two were by water, the Ohio River and the Great Lakes. Two passes through the mountains also provided choices, Pennsylvania’s Kittanning Paths and the Cumberland Narrows in Maryland. Another potential path through the mountains existed; the path people would call Boone's Trace or the Wilderness Road. These three routes presented colonists without today's heavy equipment paths through the wilderness that could be traversed by foot or on horseback. The trail, like many other early pioneer trails, had its beginnings as a buffalo trail. 

Brief History of the Route

Both the Cherokee and the Shawnee used the rude path carved by these huge beasts to travel to war or to hunt. The first recorded European to use the trail was a man named Gabriel Arthur. The Cherokee had captured him in 1673. He used portions of the path through the Cumberland Gap during his escape. The next explorer was a man named Dr. Thomas Walker. His expedition entered the Gap on April 13, 1750. He got as far as a spot near Barbourville, Kentucky. He and the members of his expedition built the first log cabin in Kentucky on April 28, 1850. The expedition became discouraged at the rough terrain, inclement weather, wild animals and adverse conditions and turned back. However, he gave the gap he found its name, Cumberland Gap. Walker also kept a detailed diary of his experiences, which has proved a treasure trove of information for historians. He also drew a map, presented to the Virginia House of Burgesses, which they used to determine Virginia's borders and Indian territories. Joseph Martin had established a settlement he called Martin's Station along the proposed route in 1769. Martin had ties to the earlier effort by Dr. Thomas Walker. 

Cumberland Gap

Rising to an altitude of 1,304, the Gap provides an avenue through the mountains. Buffalo and Indians used the gap as a means to get through the mountains. The buffalo and natives had carved several trails through the Gap. Boone and his company had the task of combining these several trails into one passable road.

Blazing the Trail

Boone and a company of around thirty-five axmen began blazing the trail on March 10, 1775. Their starting point was Long Island in Kingsport, Tennessee, which is near the southwest corner of Virginia, just south of its current border with Tennessee along the Holston, River. They followed a native route called the Great Warrior's Path north through Moccasin Gap. From there, they crossed the Clinch River and proceeded along Stock's Creek and through Kane's Gap into the Powell Valley. Here, they reached Joseph Martin's Station. The men rested at Martin's Station, about twenty miles from the Gap. From Martin's Station they continued through the Gap. The Cherokee, notwithstanding the Treaty of Sycamore Shoals they had signed, still considered Boone's party as invaders. On March 24, they attacked Boone's party in the early morning hours by slinging tomahawks at the sleeping men. Several of Boone's party died in the attack, but most escaped to hide in the forest until the attackers dissipated. 

The Destination

By April 1, 1775, Boone's party reached their destination along the Kentucky River and began building a fort along the Kentucky River. The completion of the Wilderness Road represented a major accomplishment and proved an important key to the settlement of the west, the region that would become Kentucky and the Northwest Territory. Historians estimate that over 300,000 settlers used the route from its opening in 1775 until 1810, when its importance began to decline.
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March 17, 1775 - Treaty of Sycamore Shoals
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Illegal under the Royal Proclamation of 1763, the Treaty of Sycamore Shoals between the Cherokee and the private Transylvania Land Company transferred the land that would later make up over half the state of Kentucky and a portion of Tennessee. 

Royal Proclamation of 1763

Amerindian tribes in the Great Lakes region heard with dismay that the French would leave their outposts and depart their North American colonies at the conclusion of the French and Indian War. The native tribes had mostly preferred the French to the English in their dealings with the European settlers. To placate the tribes King George III issued the Royal Proclamation of 1763. This Proclamation decreed that no white settlement should occur west of a line drawn through the Appalachian Mountains. The intention was to relieve the Amerindian tribes of the pressure of further westward encroachment on their lands and make them happy with British Rule. 

Further Encroachment

The decree did not end the colonist’s lust for these lands, nor did it stop exploration and settlement there. Men like Daniel Boone continued exploring the area, finding the lands of Kentucky desirable. Many dreamed of a fourteenth colony or a separate nation in those lands. The Transylvania Land Company arose from those desires. The unrest between the colonies and Britain led many to believe that the legal ties between Britain and her colonies must soon sever. The Company sought to gain title to the western lands, thwarting Britain's desire to keep the colonists bottled up along the East Coast. 

Transylvania Land Company 

Formed in August 1774 to acquire lands as the Louisa Company, organizers of the company later reorganized as the Transylvania Land Company. The purpose of this company was to purchase the lands that would later become Kentucky. The Company began negotiating with the Cherokee in late 1774 and continued into spring. Royal Governor Josiah Martin of North Carolina and Lord Dunmore, John Murray, the Governor of Virginia, heard of the dealings and grew alarmed. The transaction was illegal under the Proclamation. Governor Martin issued a proclamation against it in March 1775. 

Treaty of Sycamore Shoals

The business end of the negotiations began on March 14, 1774. Not all of the Cherokee chiefs favored the deal and negotiations almost ended. However, on March 17, 1775 in opposition by Chief Dragging Canoe, the chiefs signed the deal. The treaty ceded over 20,000,000 acres of land in exchange for 10,000 pounds sterling of trade goods. An angered Chief Dragging Canoe predicted that the Cherokee would soon turn Kentucky into a "dark and bloody ground." It was a prediction that would prove to come true.
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March 20, 1775 - Second Virginia Convention
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On March 20, 1775, ninety-five delegates assembled at the Henrico Parish Church in Richmond, Virginia to elect delegates to attend the Second Continental Congress, which would convene on May 10, 1775. The convention included two representatives from each Virginia county and one from each bourough. During the first day the delegates elected Peyton Randolph as president, and John Tazewell as clerk. They also appointed the church's rector, Miles Selden, to serve as chaplain. 

Division

The delegates generally divided into two parties. One, led by by Peyton Randolph, Richard Bland, Edmund Pendle ton, Robert Carter Nicholas, and George Wythe, tended to be moderate in their positions. They wanted reconciliation with Great Britain. The other party, led by by Patrick Henry, Richard Henry Lee, Thomas Jefferson, and Francis Lightfoot Lee, wanted to take action in the intensifying conflict with Britain. 

Actions

The delegates reviewed, and approved, of the actions of the Continental Congress, which had met in October 1774. In light of the tightening trade, the convention also passed resolutions encouraging the domestic production of various commodities, including domestic manufac- ture of gunpowder, salt, iron, and steel. 

Defense of the Colony

Patrick Henry proposed, in his usual fiery, impassioned voice, several measures that would ensure the defense of the colony if hostilities broke out. The convention agreed, passing resolutions that encouraged localities to form volunteer companies of soldiers, both infantry and horse soldiers. They also advocated that these companies train regularly and procure sufficient quanties of gunpowder, shot and other military supplies. 

The Second Convention adjourned on March 27. The church, now known as St. John's Episcopal Church, is still active and located at:

St. John's Episcopal Church 

2401 East Broad Street

Richmond, Virginia.

http://historicstjohnschurch.org/

Visitor Center:

(804) 648-5015

The church is still active and offers tours.

Back to Table of Contents



	[image: ]

	 
	[image: ]





[image: ]



March 23, 1775 - Patrick Henry Proclaims, "Give Me Liberty Or Give Me Death" 
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On the fourth day of the Virginia convention Patrick Henry gave his stirring “Give Me Liberty Or Give Me Death," speech.

Patrick Henry (May 29, 1736 – June 6, 1799)

The Patrick family farm, Studley, was the site of John Henry's birth. His parents were John Henry and Sarah Winston Syme. The farm is in Hanover County, Virginia. Patrick Henry's father tutored him at home during his early years. After trying stints as a planter and storeowner, Patrick Henry found his niche when he qualified as a lawyer in 1760. 

Politician

Elected to the House of Burgesses in 1765, he became a leading opponent of the British in short order. He introduced the Virginia Stamp Act Resolutions just nine days after his inauguration into the House. In summary, the resolutions stated that no legislative body save one elected by Virginians could tax them. Since no one from the colonies served in Parliament, Parliament had no right to impose taxes. Only the Virginia House of Burgesses had the right to tax Virginians. The language he used to propose the Resolutions was so inflammatory that many in the House shouted "Treason," during his speech. Convinced by the strength of his speech, the House passed the resolutions. This was one of the early legislative salvos in the building resistance to British rule in the Colonies. 

Impact

The speech ended with the words “Is life so dear, or peace so sweet as to be purchased at the price of chains and slavery? Forbid it, Almighty God! I know not what course others may take; but as for me, give me liberty, or give me death!” After this passionate ending, the delegates sat for several moments in silence. The impact and passion of his words moved everyone. The delegates included two future Presidents, George Washington and Thomas Jefferson. Another, Thomas Marshall, was the father of John Marshall, future Chief Justice of the Supreme Court. The Resolution declared the United Colonies independence from Great Britain. It also and authorized the raising of a militia. It then passed the House of Burgesses. 

Aftermath

Upon hearing of this Resolution, Lord Dunmore confiscated gunpowder stored at the Williamsburg armory. The House had appointed Patrick Henry as the head of the newly formed militia. Henry led a force of hundreds of armed militiamen to Williamsburg. He demanded that Dunmore return it. Dunmore, after declaring that Henry and his men were treasonous, fled to a British warship for refuge. He would eventually reimburse the colonists for the confiscated armaments. 
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March 29, 1775 - John Brown Letter to Massachusetts Committee of Public Safety
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On a secret mission to organize a network of spies in Canada, John Brown wrote a letter to the Massachusetts of Public Safety recommending that the Americans must capture Fort Ticonderoga in New York if hostilities break out. 

John Brown (October 19, 1744 – October 19, 1780) 

The son of Daniel Brown and Mehitable Sanford Brown, John was native to Haverhill, Massachusetts. Brown attended Yale University and then read law, gaining his license to practice law sometime in 1772. He established a practice in Pittsfield, Massachusetts. He joined the Massachusetts Committee of Correspondence and joined the Massachusetts militia as an ensign. Brown next gained election to the Massachusetts First Provincial Congress in 1774 and then to the Second Continental Congress in 1775. In February 1775, he volunteered to go to Canada on a secret mission to attempt to set up a network of spies there. He traveled through the Hampshire Grants where he probably encountered Ethan Allen and possibly learned of Allen's plans to attack Fort Ticonderoga. On March 29, Brown wrote a letter to the Massachusetts Committee of Public Safety while he was in Montreal in which he recommended a military strike against Fort Ticonderoga if hostilities between the British and the colonies broke out. 
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March 30, 1775 - King George Endorses New England Restraining Act
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By 1775, relations between the Colonies and Great Britain had strained beyond repair. The passage of the Coercive Acts in 1774 had a devastating effect upon Massachusetts and the surrounding colonies. One of the Coercive Acts, the Massachusetts Government Act, had effectively banned Massachusetts provincial assembly. British General Thomas Gage dissolved the assembly on October 7, 1774. The same day the members met in a different site, organizing themselves as the Massachusetts Provincial Congress. This Congress created the Continental Association that organized a boycott of British goods. The Congress also began organizing a local militia. 

Parliamentary Debate

The boycott caused a thirty-eight percent decline in trade between British merchants and the Colonies. As a result, Parliament began debating the New England Trade and Fisheries Act, called the New England Restraining Act, in January. William Pitt, a powerful Member of Parliament who supported the Colonies' position, proposed a series of measures to stave off the crises. These propositions would have allowed a reorganization of Colonial government, removed troops from Boston and set up a plan of mutual concessions. Parliament rejected all of his proposals. Further reports from the colonies had created a state of concern in Parliament and on February 9, 1775, they declared Massachusetts to be in a State of Rebellion. 

Conciliatory Resolution

As the debate over the New England Restraining Act progressed, Prime Minister Lord North, who was the chief hardliner against the Colonies, began drafting the Conciliatory Resolution. This Resolution was an attempt to form a peaceful resolution to the crises between Britain and the Colonies. It would have stipulated that any colony that voluntarily met its obligations of paying for royal administration and common defense would be exempt from taxation. The Resolution exempted taxes necessary for regulating commerce. 

New England Restraining Act 

The Act prevented the Colonies from trading with any other country but Great Britain. It also barred fishing vessels from New England from the abundant fisheries of the North Atlantic. This move would devastate New England fishermen. 

Royal Assent and Aftermath

The Act and Resolution both passed Parliament and received Royal Assent on March 30, 1775. Unfortunately, for Lord North, he had given orders to General Gage in January to march on Concord, Massachusetts. There they were to destroy the Colonist's armament stockpile. His orders included arresting John Hancock and Samuel Adams. These orders arrived in Boston in April and General Gage marched on Concord on April 18, before the Conciliatory Resolution reached the Colonies.
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April 01, 1775 - Daniel Boone establishes Boonesborough, Kentucky 
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Boone and his company of axmen reached their destination on the Kentucky River. Three weeks of hard work using axes, hatchets and saws through almost 200 miles of mountainous wilderness paid off when the men reached their proposed settlement site. It was a promising location, near the river, with several springs and a salt lick nearby. 

Emerging From the Forest

As the men emerged from the forest, a herd of almost 200 buffalo startled the men. Many of these men had never seen buffalo, especially such a large herd. Likely drawn by the nearby salt licks, the animals started upon the appearance of the humans, then forded the river and passed away into the west. They called the site Sycamore Hollow, because of the grove of sycamore trees that grew along nearby Otter Creek's mouth into the Kentucky River. The springs would provide a bountiful supply of fresh water and the salt licks a source of this much-needed mineral. 

Salt Licks

Salt licks are places on the earth's surface where naturally occurring salts and minerals become exposed. Animals need these salts and come to them to lick the deposits. The pioneers needed salt to preserve food. Salt licks occur all over the Midwest; however, Kentucky has the best ones. The licks attract bison, deer and other animals seeking the minerals they contain.
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