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“I know what happiness is, for I have done good work.” 

— Robert Louis Stevenson

––––––––
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FOR THE RECORD, I’VE never looked down on self-publishing.  I’ve just never looked up to it until very recently.  I’ve been passionate about writing since I first learned how to string words into sentences, sentences into structures, and structures into stories (which was long before I had any concept of what any of that meant).

Getting published, having one of the gatekeepers deem my words worthy of finding life in print, represented the ultimate crowning achievement, the ultimate validation of every piece I had ever poured my stupid heart into.

Early on, the idea of self-publishing felt like giving up.  And maybe if I had done it sooner, it would have been.  Of all the lofty dreams I’ve held onto, and there have been many, the one most meaningful to me has also proven the most elusive: publication.

As of this writing, I have seen my work in print twice: one short story my sophomore year of high school, and one my junior year, both times in the school’s literary magazine.  Don’t misunderstand, it was a tremendous honor to be one of “the chosen,” and that experience gave me an early boost of encouragement and confidence.

Maybe I knew what I was doing after all.

But that was a long time ago, and yesterday’s laurels will only take you so far.  It’s a sad man who is satisfied with his past accomplishments.  And mine were more than a few yesterdays ago.

In 1999, not long after the indie film boom had taken off and I caught the bug, HBO put out a biopic starring Liev Schreiber as Orson Welles that pulled back the curtain on all the drama that went into the making of Citizen Kane.  It’s one of my favorites, even all these years later.

There’s a scene early on where Welles and his writing partner, Herman Mankiewicz (played by the always brilliant John Malkovich), spiritedly discuss what movies are all about.  Welles says they’re about magic, not simply putting butts in seats.

“Then you better get ready to be the youngest never-was in Hollywood history,” Mank tells him.

Schreiber’s Welles replies: “That's better than being the oldest has-been in Hollywood history.”

That exchange is nearly perfect, but I’ve always felt they got it backwards: I believe it’s better to be the youngest has-been than the oldest never-was.

And that’s me.  That’s who I have become these past twenty-some-odd years: a man on his way to being the oldest never-was.  And even that wasn’t what finally compelled me to break down and self-publish.  What did it was my most recent rejection.  For this very story you’re about to read, as a matter of fact.  I just got the email two days ago.  Life is whimsical.

Anyone seeking writing advice will often hear this, and I offer it to you again now because you can never hear it too much: you cannot survive in this or any artistic pursuit if you’re not capable of coming back from a relentless barrage of rejections.

OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_above.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_left.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/cover.jpg
_ > o Wia /FTES .

All sins come with a price at Grandma’s House.

e o ;
a Southern Gothic Thriller by

MICHAEL ANGELO





OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_right.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_below.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/scene_break.png





