
        
            
                
            
        


		
			Advance Praise for 
Veterans’ Lament

			“Veterans’ Lament, written by two fellow Marine veterans Oliver North and David Goetsch, does Americans a great service by exposing the left’s strategy of denying and revising our historical record to provide a false foundation for their ‘progressive’ narrative. Evidence of the Christian foundation of our country is overwhelming and undeniable, but the left’s intentional removal of that evidence has set America up for a militantly secular, anti-Christian, unlimited government. This book can help us avoid that tragedy and rebuild our sabotaged foundation.” 

			—Archie P. Jones, Ph.D., co-author of Liberal Tyranny in Higher Education and U.S. Marine Corps veteran

			 

			“In light of the polarization we see all around us, I recommend Veterans’ Lament, especially to young people at any point on the political spectrum. Here is an accessible volume in which you hear directly from many veterans who have earned the right to be heard. You will find the words, heartfelt concerns, and commitment of those who have gone before and sacrificed a great deal to secure the blessing of liberty we enjoy and have inherited as a fragile stewardship.” 

			—Ben Rossell, Pastor, Trinity Presbyterian Church/Communion of Reformed Evangelical Churches

			 

			“Veterans’ Lament is an excellent new book by two Marine veterans, Lt. Col. Oliver North and Dr. David Goetsch. It makes the important point that appeasement and compromise have weakened the soul of our nation. The rights of our military personnel, students, and citizens in general are being methodically stripped away by a vocal minority.” 

			—Lt. Col. (Retired) Sean Aland, U.S. Air Force

			 

			“Veterans’ Lament is a must-read, not just for military veterans and their families, but for all Americans who are concerned about our nation’s future. Veterans are rightly concerned about the internal attacks on our culture, values, and liberty by anti-Christian progressives who distort our history. Lt. Col. Oliver North and Dr. David Goetsch deliver a book that will equip you to help restore our culture and the liberty for which our veterans fought.” 

			—  Jennie Jones, Professor of Political Science andAmerican history

			 

			“This excellent new book by Oliver North and David Goetsch is a thought-provoking read for all Americans of all political aff iliations and persuasions.” 

			—  David King, Senior Non-Commissioned Officer (Retired), U.S. Air Force

			 

			“In this new book, Oliver North and Dr. Goetsch demonstrate in clear terms why I have great concerns for future generations unless our country is turned around and our national sovereignty respected once again.” 

			—  Dr. Charles E. “Chuck” Merkel, Jr., Major (Retired), U.S. Army
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			To our military heroes past and present for answering 
our nation’s call and serving with honor

			 

			For Betsy

			A woman who fears the Lord is to be praised…

			 

			“Many women do noble things, but you surpass them all.”

			Proverbs 31:29

			[image: ]

			 

			[image: ]

			From David Goetsch: 

			 

			To my beautiful wife, Deby. 
With all of my love. 

			God bless you for loving me all these years.
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Introduction

			Is This the America We Fought For?

			The premise: “Is one country more exceptional than others? Is any country or government worth risking one’s life, limbs, and treasure? As a descendant of those who have served since the French and Indian War and as a combat-wounded veteran, I suppose most modern-day veterans and many civilians ask these questions. But one wonders if previous generations questioned the cost of freedom. The survival and nature of our republic depend on the answers to these questions supported by a broad consensus of all Americans.” 

			—Patt Maney, U.S. Army, 1970–2007

			The veteran who expresses the premise for this chapter is Judge (retired) Patt Maney. Judge Maney is also a retired Army Brigadier General, a veteran wounded by an improvised explosive device (IED), a Purple Heart recipient, and a member of the Florida Veterans’ Hall of Fame who retired from the U.S. Army in 2007. General Maney’s active and reserve duty totals almost thirty-seven years. After initial active duty, Maney attended law school and served in the Ready Reserve. After graduating from law school, he remained in the Reserve. Judge Maney practiced law for fifteen years before being appointed to the bench as Okaloosa County Court judge in 1989. He retired from the bench in 2018 after almost twenty-nine years.

			As a reservist, Judge Maney had four contingency deployments, to Panama (Operation Just Cause), Haiti (Operation Uphold Democracy), Bosnia (Operation Joint Endeavor), and Afghanistan (Operation Enduring Freedom). After each deployment, he returned to the bench. The most dramatic of his deployments were in Bosnia for ten months and Afghanistan for almost seventeen months. A self-described “broken but undefeated soldier,” he is a service-connected disabled veteran who was wounded by an IED in Afghanistan and spent nearly twenty months recovering at Walter Reed medical center. 

			In 2010, Maney was named the National Patriot of the Year by the Military Order of the Purple Heart. In 2019, he received the Medal of Honor from the National Society of the Daughters of the American Revolution. Also in 2019, he was named the National Disabled Veteran of the Year by the organization Disabled American Veterans. The Military Order of the World Wars awarded Maney the Silver Patrick Henry Award. The Florida state legislature named the Florida Veterans Treatment Court Act after him.

			What is Happening to Our Country?

			Judge Maney’s comment about how the future of America depends on our citizens regaining a broad consensus on American exceptionalism is not just accurate, it’s prescient. This issue was the subject of discussion as a large group of veterans gathered at the state Capitol waiting for the governor to induct the latest class into the Florida Veterans’ Hall of Fame. Two veterans of the Korean War were talking. One of them commented wistfully that he didn’t know what was happening to our country. The America he saw around him every day wasn’t the country he fought for. This was a powerful statement coming from someone who, as a young man, volunteered for service in the U.S. Army and went in harm’s way to defend his country. As things turned out, his statement became the genesis of this book. 

			These kinds of comments from military veterans are not new to us. A lot of Americans, particularly veterans, are concerned about what they view as the declining state of the nation. Progressives on the left are using all the tools available to them—the mainstream media, the entertainment industry, public education, and academia—to undermine America’s Christian heritage and thereby our core values. As a result, traditional moral restraints on behavior have been pushed aside and personal responsibility is no longer considered a virtue. 

			As Marine Corps veterans, we have talked with thousands of other veterans over the years who are concerned about where they see our nation headed. Their concerns mirror those of the veterans we surveyed and interviewed for this book. To us, their concerns carry extra weight because they have sacrificed so much for the country they love and are concerned about. In recent years, many veterans have shared with us their concerns about the state of our nation. Many veterans wonder if the America they know and love still exists. 

			One veteran we interviewed said he thought America was racing down a one-way street to disaster. As we interact with veterans, they often express concerns about trends they fear are eroding the moral fabric and core values of our country, the very things that in their opinion make America a nation worth fighting for. 

			Veterans we talk with are concerned that politicians, the media, the entertainment industry, public education, and universities are focusing on and obsessing over the things that divide Americans rather than the things that have historically brought us together. In a nation as diverse as the United States, this is a dangerous trend. As they observe what is happening around them, many former warriors are asking the same question: Is this the America we fought for? 

			Veterans and other Americans who are worried about the state of the nation are right to be concerned. There is a growing divide in our country between those who still believe in the America envisioned by our founders and those who reject that vision. For example, a recent Gallup poll revealed that 76 percent of Republicans are “extremely proud” to be Americans, but only 22 percent of Democrats make this claim. This is a decline from earlier polls in which more than 50 percent of Democrats indicated they were proud to be Americans. Has America changed or have Democrats changed? Or could it be Democrats have changed America? 

			Increasingly, it appears progressives actually hate the America our veterans fought for and love. Listen to extreme leftists in the Democratic Party and you will have no doubt they view America’s founders not as heroes or visionaries, but as male chauvinists unworthy of esteem—old white men who built a nation to benefit themselves to the exclusion of women and people of other races. In the eyes of the Democratic Party of the twenty-first century, the worst things a person can be guilty of are being conservative, Christian, male, and/or white. 

			As the sociopolitical gulf and tributaries dividing our country continue to grow and spread, veterans and other citizens who are proud to be Americans are facing a battle. But the battle in this case is not on foreign shores, and it doesn’t involve guns, tanks, jets, or missiles. It is a battle of ideas occurring right here and right now in the United States of America. It is a battle for the soul of our nation, a battle centered on the moral foundation and core values that made our nation great. As such, it may be the most important battle Americans have ever fought since the American Revolution. It is also a battle that must be won, or people on the right, the left, and in the middle of the political spectrum, as well as people of all religions and no religion, will suffer. 

			Before proceeding, let us be clear about what we mean by America’s moral foundation and core values, two concepts at the heart of this book. When it comes to the moral foundation of our nation, America was built not just on Plymouth Rock but on the even more solid rock of God’s Word. America’s heritage is a Christian heritage. Some of the earliest European settlers came to America seeking religious freedom. They wanted to be able to practice their religion without coercion or interference from whoever occupied the thrones of Europe at any given point in time. These early settlers were eventually instrumental in building a new country on this continent on a solid foundation of Christian principles. In the America envisioned by our founders, religion would not be required of citizens, but it would be encouraged, supported, and respected. 

			 

			
				
					
				
				
					
							
							A Veteran Speaks Out

							“The incivility and lack of manners I see every day trouble me. My grandfather had to tell me only once to say ‘yes, sir.’ We were raised to show respect for adults and people in authority. You seldom see that anymore. Shame on parents for not teaching their children manners. Shame on the rest of us for not speaking up when young people are rude or disrespectful. If we don’t teach them about personal responsibility, good manners, right and wrong, and other important values, who will?” 

							—Greg Waldron, U.S. Army, 1984–1988

							Waldron left the Army as a non-commissioned officer (NCO) and has had a long career supporting the Air Force in test-range operations as a defense contractor.

						
					

				
			

			 

			
			When it comes to understanding America’s core values, start with the first eight amendments in the Bill of Rights. Our core values begin with a commitment to personal liberty and individual rights. Joined with this commitment to personal liberty and individual rights are additional values such as honesty, integrity, personal responsibility, self-reliance, charity, practicality, self-improvement, equality, justice, opportunity, fair competition, a positive work ethic, the rule of law, and self-government. When you consider our nation’s moral foundation and core values, it is easy to understand why the United States became the most powerful and productive nation in the history of the world. Unfortunately, the very things that made America great are now under attack by people who benefit immensely from them. 

			Ironically, while the American military fights to defend the freedoms spelled out in the Bill of Rights, progressives on the left are taking advantage of those rights to attack what our soldiers, sailors, airmen, guardsmen, and Marines are fighting for. Hence, the term they have chosen for themselves—“progressives”—is itself a misnomer. Is there anything progressive about driving America over a moral cliff and undermining the values that make our country a nation worth fighting for? The veterans we talk with don’t think so.

			We live in a fallen world. Consequently, there will always be battles around the globe involving armed conflict. Further, there will always be times when the American military will have to join in those conflicts. But the battle at the heart of this book is a battle for the future of America, a battle between two competing philosophies. On one side are Americans who love our country, believe in the vision of our founders, and subscribe to the core values that made America great. 

			These Americans readily acknowledge our country isn’t perfect and we have made mistakes, but they also acknowledge that no country works harder to correct its mistakes and strengthen its weaknesses. On the other side are progressives who believe America is an unworthy, racist, misogynist nation run by evil bigots who care nothing about everyday citizens. These so-called progressives want to recast America as a socialist utopia in which the government controls every aspect of daily life and they control the government. 

			Those trying to undermine our nation’s moral foundation and core values mislead, misrepresent, and manipulate. Worse yet, they take advantage of the most vulnerable of our citizens, those at the bottom of the socioeconomic ladder, to advance their nefarious agenda. Rather than preserve and continually enhance a system that provides the means for people in poverty to improve their circumstances—something millions of Americans have done over the years—progressives advance an agenda that has kept people in economic bondage while creating even more poverty. The only benefit that could possibly come out of the progressive agenda is that it would solve America’s border crisis. With progressives controlling our country, illegal immigrants would have to look elsewhere to escape the soul-crushing poverty and tyranny of their home nations. Why leave one socialist cesspool just to jump into another? 

			The progressive agenda concerns a lot of veterans who fought to preserve the things that made America what President Ronald Reagan often called a “bright shining city on a hill.” One veteran we interviewed commented that if things keep going the way they are, America will no longer resemble the vision set forth by the founders, a vision so aptly captured by President Reagan’s eloquent verbal imagery. This veteran said if progressives would simply observe the conditions in socialist nations, they wouldn’t find anything bright or shining about them. 

			Because we often hear military veterans express concerns about the erosion of traditional American values, the values they defended while serving in uniform, we decided to augment the thousands of informal conversations we have had with veterans over the years with a survey and structured interviews. What follows is a list of concerns expressed to us by veterans who participated in our survey and interviews, as well as during our informal conversations over the years.

			■Increasing acceptance of socialism, particularly among younger Americans

			■Attacks on the Second Amendment

			■Revising and falsifying America’s history

			■Turning away from our moral roots to secular huma-nism, moral relativism, and political correctness

			■Politics of destruction

			■Porous borders and sanctuary cities

			■Coarsening of the culture (incivility, school shootings, workplace violence, and road rage)

			■Anti-Christian and anti-conservative bias in schools, colleges, and the media

			■Disrespect for America’s flag and the National Anthem

			Is America Exceptional or Exceptionally Bad?

			A battle is raging within our country’s borders between two competing and incompatible visions of America. On one side of the sociopolitical gulf are patriots who still believe in the country envisioned by our founders, an America that stands out as exceptional in the community of nations. On the other side are those marching under many banners who believe America is exceptional only in the sense that it is exceptionally bad. These people view the United States through a lens that lets them see nothing but its warts and blemishes. To them, nothing about America is admirable or worthy of respect. Rather, America is a nation that must be torn down and rebuilt from the bottom up according to the strictures of socialism and secularism. 

			Whereas those who love America view such luminaries as George Washington and Thomas Jefferson as great but flawed men, progressives view them only as flawed men. To America’s indigenous detractors, George Washington’s contributions as commander in chief of the Army during America’s War of Independence and as our first president are canceled out by the fact he owned slaves. Likewise, Thomas Jefferson’s eloquent, inspiring prose in the Declaration of Independence and his service as America’s third president mean nothing because he too was a slaveholder. 

			Hypocritically, progressives refuse to acknowledge that to this day, they and all Americans benefit immensely from the sacrifices these two founders and their compatriots made in establishing our country. It also begs the question, if these America haters feel themselves qualified to make such judgments because they are perfect in every way—these people who hold a sign protesting “inequality” in one hand and one to protect abortion in the other. 

			Americans who still believe in the country envisioned by the founders are able to acknowledge both the contributions and shortcomings of Washington, Jefferson, and other giants from our past. Traditionalists are proud of the progress America has made in overcoming past inequalities. What is ironic about the negative, pessimistic, destructive view of progressives is that their policies and practices are what lead to and perpetuate some of America’s worst warts and blemishes. It’s as if they expect Americans to apologize for the problems they have and are causing themselves. This is why it is important to understand the exceptional nature of America. 

			America is not exceptional simply because it has such a high standard of living, although this is one of the main reasons immigrants have long sought American citizenship. Our country is not exceptional simply because it has the strongest military in the world, although millions of people around the globe owe their freedom to this fact. America is exceptional less for what it is at any given point in time than for what it has strived to be since its inception. America is not just a geographic location on a map; it’s an idea—an idea that grew out of Christian principles and corresponding values. America aspires to be a bastion of individual freedom, self-government, unlimited opportunity, religious liberty, unparalleled equality, and economic prosperity. This aspiration and the fact we are committed to achieving it are what make America exceptional. 

			Unfortunately, these elements of our national aspiration are under attack by progressives, whose agenda is anything but progressive. This is what concerns the veterans we talk with. They fear the day may come when our country is ruled by people who do not believe in American exceptionalism. One veteran summed up American exceptionalism succinctly when he said that on America’s worst day, he would rather live here than in any other country in the world. This is a veteran whose long career in the military took him to numerous countries around the world. He saw firsthand what it’s like to live outside the United States. The same cannot be said for perennially pessimistic “elites” who take the good aspects of America for granted while focusing solely on the aspects in need of improvement. 

			What Makes Americans Willing to Go in Harm’s Way for Our Country? 

			America was born out of the Revolutionary War ignited in 1775. Since that time, Americans have responded to our nation’s call in the same way the Prophet Isaiah responded to the Lord’s call when he said, “Here I am! Send me” (Isaiah 6:8). American citizens have donned the uniform many times to defend our nation and its allies from the forces of tyranny and evil. America exists in a dangerous world, one that due to international terrorism and a rising tide of aggressive behavior from countries such as China, North Korea, Russia, and Iran may be even more dangerous now than it has ever been. 

			Consequently, it is critical not just to our national defense but to our very survival as a nation that American citizens remain willing to put their lives on the line as Soldiers, Sailors, Airmen, Guardsmen, and Marines. We are concerned that if America strays too far from its moral roots and core values, there may come a day when our citizens are no longer willing to join the military to defend our country. This concern raises an interesting question those who reject America’s moral roots and core values would do well to consider: 

			What makes Americans willing to put their lives on the line for our country?

			Although this is a simple question, it has profound ramifications for America’s long-term future. It’s a question we have pondered and have asked many former and active-duty warriors over the years. Their answers have varied, but in the end they all boil down to the same thing: love of country. Americans are willing to fight and die defending the United States because they love our country. They love what America means to them as well as what it stands for in the community of nations. 

			This fact brings to mind the adage “America is great because she is good.” This statement is often attributed to Alexis de Tocqueville, but in fact he never said it. Scholars still debate the statement’s origins. Nevertheless, the contention is accurate regardless of its origin. It follows, then, that if America ceases to be good, America will cease to be great. It is this possibility that concerns most of the veterans we interviewed and surveyed in developing this book. 

			If love of country is what makes Americans willing to defend their country in uniform, what happens when the things Americans love about our country—its moral foundation and core values—are eroded beyond the breaking point? What happens when America ceases to be good in the eyes of Americans? At that point, it will also cease to be great. But this may not be the worst of it. If our country continues to travel down the road mapped out for it by progressives, the America we have known all our lives and studied in history books before they were revised could cease to exist—period. Many of the veterans we surveyed and interviewed fear this possibility. 

			Note About Our Veterans

			The title of this book contains the question “Is this the America we fought for?” We wish to make an important point before proceeding. Not all military personnel fight in combat. Consequently, not all veterans are combat veterans. All branches of the military consist of two basic elements: the combat arms and the support troops. We believe all those who served in any capacity in the military—combat or support—fought for our country. This is because every job in the military, whether in combat or in a support billet, contributes in an important way to our national defense. The military doesn’t just make up jobs. Every job in every branch of the military contributes in some way to our national defense.

			For every warrior who carries a rifle, drives a tank, fires artillery, or flies a jet in combat, there must be support troops to prepare, assist, and care for that individual and the equipment. Without these support troops, those who go in harm’s way would enter battle untrained, without effective planning, improperly equipped, poorly armed, and left on their own when wounded. Some of the veterans we surveyed and interviewed for this book served in combat and some served in support roles, but all served. This being the case, we believe they all fought in some capacity for our country. 

			President George W. Bush said it best during a tribute at Arlington National Cemetery on Veterans Day 2004:

			All who have served in this cause are liberators in the best tradition of America. Their actions have made our nation safer in a world full of new dangers. Their actions have also upheld the ideals of America’s founding, which defines us still. Our nation values freedom—not just for ourselves, but for all. And because Americans are willing to serve and sacrifice for this cause, our nation remains the greatest force for good among all the nations on Earth.1 

			Note About Our Survey and Interviews

			We surveyed and interviewed more than five hundred veterans in preparation for writing this book. However, we do not claim this to be a statistically representative sample of all veterans. Military veterans tend to be more conservative than the general population, but there are plenty of veterans at both ends of the political spectrum as well as in the middle. There are even veterans who are progressives. However, what we do claim is there are a lot of veterans concerned about the state of our nation. We know this to be true not just because of the survey and interviews we conducted, but also because we are constantly in touch with veterans from all over the country and have been for a long time. 

			 

			
				
					
				
				
					
							
							A Veteran Speaks Out

							“In today’s world of globalism with ubiquitous access to information, there is a definite increase in fringe actors jamming the true message of what it means to be an American. The far left has been increasing the signal strength of their jamming in an attempt to destroy the core message of what America is and why we should love and defend this great country. If we stand by and do not change or challenge the frequency and power we are using to communicate, there is the potential for their effectiveness to increase. If that happens, then they will have been successful in stripping us of our love of country and our willingness to fight for our nation on foreign battlefields.”

							—Major General (retired) Jeffrey R. Riemer, 
U.S. Air Force, 1974–2008

							General Riemer served his country for thirty-four years, beginning his Air Force career as a fighter pilot in F-4C Wild Weasels. He spent the rest of his career as a test pilot, flying more than forty different kinds of aircraft including the X-29. Riemer was the top graduate of his pilot training, instructor training, and test-pilot school classes. He is a recipient of the Air Force Institute of Technology’s Distinguished Alumni Award.

						
					

				
			

			
			 

			Over the years, we have talked with thousands of veterans, former warriors who have shared their concerns about the state of our nation. The concerns expressed in these conversations mirror the results of our survey and interviews for this book. If the veterans we have talked with over the years and surveyed have these concerns, so do many other veterans we have not talked with. Further, we believe that because they sacrificed to serve our nation, veterans and the views they express should be given due consideration by Americans of all stripes. 

			The issues chosen for inclusion in this book, as listed in the table of contents, are those the veterans surveyed and interviewed rated highest on a scale of one to five, with one indicating “Not Concerned” and five indicating “Very Concerned.” All issues chosen for inclusion in this book had an average score for all respondents of 4.6 or higher. Some of the issues in the survey were so closely related that we combined them into one chapter (for instance, porous borders and sanctuary cities). Because the survey guaranteed the respondents’ privacy and anonymity, veterans who completed it were candid in stating their opinions in the comments section. Some of their comments are summarized and paraphrased throughout this book.

			 

			
				
					
				
				
					
							
							A Veteran Speaks Out

							“I think I have a good grasp of what progressives are trying to do to our country, but for the life of me I cannot believe they have a true vision of what their final outcome would be.”

							—Michael A. Fregger, O.D., U.S. Army, 1979–1985

							Dr. Fregger is past president of the Florida Optometric Association and is now a physician in private practice. 

						
					

				
			

			
			 

			Call to Action for All Americans

			We wrote this book as a wake-up call to action for all Americans. Securing the future of America is not a liberal-versus-conservative or Democrat-versus-Republican issue. It is an issue for all Americans. Our purpose in writing this book is to encourage citizens of all worldviews and political persuasions to become good stewards of America’s future. To be a good steward in the current context means to pass our country on to the next generation in better condition than it was when we inherited it. Americans of all stripes and political and religious affiliations are responsible for determining what America’s future will be. We are all called to be good stewards of those things that made America great and a nation worth fighting for. 

			We hope after reading this book, Americans on the left, in the middle, and on the right will step back and consider the long-term consequences of their short-term actions. The future of America is more important than short-term personal gain or political power. Americans of all political persuasions and worldviews need to set their sights farther down the road than the next election and start considering what they want America to be, not just for them but for their grandchildren, great-grandchildren, and great-great-grandchildren. As citizens of a free and self-governed nation, we have it in our power to write a bright future for America or to pen its obituary. 

			Unless we want to spend our golden years apologizing to our grandchildren for squandering their national inheritance, Americans of all stripes need to put aside self-serving agendas and work together to rebuild a moral foundation that, although showing cracks, can still be restored to a condition that guarantees a brighter future for all Americans for generations to come. We think it is time for Americans who believe in what our country stands for to stand and speak out for those things. 

			Few moments in our nation’s history reflect a greater need for such righteous action than the divisive times we now endure. Certainly, the eight-year-long American Revolution was one. So too was our bitter, bloody Civil War. Both these vicious, sanguinary contests pitted Americans against one another. And each had elements similar to current events.

			Our 1775–1783 fight for independence was nearly doomed by what we now call a pandemic. Back then it was smallpox. So too, our Civil War—rife with deadly pestilence, disease, and infection—resulted in more of our countrymen killed, wounded, and disabled than all our other military conflicts combined. 

			Not one of the veterans we interviewed for this work condone any American being denied equal opportunity for “life, liberty, and pursuit of happiness.” None of us want anyone to be the target of unlawful behavior by those responsible for enforcing our laws. 

			Nor should law-abiding Americans be subjected to wanton barbarity by vandals wreaking anarchy with looting, arson, and abhorrent threats to life and limb. We, the authors—and all others in this book—took an oath “to support and defend the Constitution of the United States…”—all of it—for all Americans.

			And we also know for certain the toxic result of government enforced “quarantines”; arbitrary decisions by “government officials” on what “businesses” can remain open; whether we are allowed to go to church, or keep a job while foreign and domestic adversaries threaten our nation’s security and economy. 

			Our hope and prayer is this book will encourage all who read it to join the battle of ideas currently raging in our country and to fight the good fight on behalf of what makes our country worth fighting for.  

			Psalm 91 is our refuge. Romans 8:28 inspires us. Both are Truth! 

			





Chapter 1

			Growing Acceptance of Socialism

			The premise: “The misguided preference for socialism is more of a systemic problem than a generational problem. While it is easy to blame the obliviousness of college students these days, perhaps we should look at how they evolved into this grave level of ignorance. Teachers’ unions and tenured professors have ‘taught’ this generation that capitalism is exclusive and racist while socialism is inclusive and accepting. This, coupled with misguided parenting, has led an entire generation to be blissfully ignorant about right and wrong and, in turn, the notion of responsibility. With 20 percent of millennial adults choosing to live at home with their moms and dads, we will not succeed in re-educating that generation, because their teachers, parents, and society are enablers. The current college-age generation seems to have little or no respect for the military, yet they have no idea what we have done for them and continue to do for them. We are swimming in a sea of ignorance and mediocrity. If things don’t change, we will drown in it.”

			—Brian Haugen, U.S. Army Special Forces, 1986–2008

			The veteran who expresses the premise for this chapter is Lieutenant Colonel (retired) Brian Haugen. Colonel Haugen served our country for twenty-three years as an Army Ranger and member of the Army’s elite Special Forces. He was commissioned in 1986 through the Reserve Officers Training Corps (ROTC) at Marion Military Institute. His commissioning was followed by duties including service as an Airborne Platoon Leader, Battalion Support Company Commander, Group Support Company Commander (20th Special Forces Group—Airborne), and Chief of the Joint Operations Center (Combined Joint Special Operations Task Force in Bagram, Afghanistan).

			Colonel Haugen’s military commendations and decorations include the Combat Infantry Badge, Master Parachutist Badge, Honduran Jumpmaster Wings, German Parachute Badge, Meritorious Service Medal, Joint Services Commendation Medal, Army Commendation Medal with one oak leaf cluster, Army Achievement Medal, Southwest Asia Service Medal with one star device, Army Meritorious Unit Citation (Desert Shield), Global War on Terrorism Expeditionary Medal, Afghanistan Campaign Medal, and Liberation of Kuwait Medals (Saudi Arabia and Kuwait). As a civilian, Haugen has built a successful career in business as a certified financial advisor. 

			Socialism is Becoming More Popular

			Our featured veteran for this chapter, Haugen, makes an important point about the growing acceptance of socialism, particularly by people of college age. Parents, teachers, and society in general are all complicit in this travesty by failing to educate young people and by accepting mediocrity instead of encouraging excellence. Many young people of today have been raised in unprecedented affluence, a condition they take for granted. 

			Even people who qualify as poor by today’s standards have air conditioning, automobiles, cell phones, and microwave ovens. Young people shop in stores overflowing with items from all over the world. They can buy fruits and vegetables year-round people from earlier generations didn’t know even existed. Unfortunately, the young people of today take their affluence for granted and do not realize it hasn’t always been this way. For example, most of the veterans interviewed for this book grew up without air conditioning. Our lives of abundance in the United States exist because of capitalism. Even with its acknowledged imperfections, capitalism is far better than any other economic philosophy ever imagined.

			Affluent living with no appreciation of how things used to be can take a toll on young people, making them soft physically, mentally, and morally. One of the veterans interviewed for this book opined that rather than raising the next generation of intrepid explorers willing to risk everything to go to the moon and beyond, we have raised a generation of snowflakes who think adversity means being without a cell phone for thirty minutes. This veteran wondered what would happen to our country if we had to rely on snowflakes to protect us from the hardened tyrants of the world.

			No aspect of America’s character is under more persistent attack from the left than Christianity. Sir Winston Churchill once pointed out an interesting distinction between Christianity and socialism. This distinction is important because some socialism advocates claim their philosophy is just the second part of the “greatest commandment” put into action. They claim socialism means loving your neighbor as yourself. Churchill refuted this claim when he pointed out Christians give voluntarily to neighbors in need in accordance with the teachings of Christ, while citizens of socialist countries are forced to give through government coercion whether they want to or not.2 

			This comparison demonstrates in just a few words one of the most fundamental flaws of this ignorant philosophy. Nevertheless, in spite of having a track record worse than a three-legged greyhound, socialism is becoming all the rage among younger Americans. Young people in America who have never lived in a socialist country and, therefore, have never experienced socialism firsthand are now claiming they prefer it to capitalism. Opinions based on a lack of knowledge are dangerous.

			In a recent Gallup poll, 43 percent of respondents indicated they viewed socialism favorably. A similar poll taken in 2017 by the Victims of Communism Memorial Foundation revealed 44 percent of Americans between the ages of twenty-one and thirty-six favor socialism over capitalism. This is the age cohort often referred to as millennials. Encouraged by unrealistic promises made by leftist politicians and the false teachings of college professors, young people in America are adopting socialism as their economic philosophy of choice. This is hardly surprising when its advocates promise them free healthcare, free college, and student-debt forgiveness.

			To college graduates carrying a heavy burden of student debt while working in jobs they could have gotten with just a high school diploma, promises of debt forgiveness must sound enticing. To their counterparts about to start college, free college must sound equally enticing. Add promises of free healthcare and you will easily hook the economically illiterate among us. What is especially disappointing about this everything-should-be-free mentality is that college students have no qualms about running up huge amounts of debt and then expecting others to pay their debts. The others who will eventually pay are you and me. 

			On a side note within this context, why does no one seem to have a problem with college higher-ups living pampered lives financed by the high tuitions they charge, which result in the debt burden carried by students? If you look carefully at this, you’ll see the socialist model at work: a few living high off the hog of cultural ignorance. 

			 

			
				
					
				
				
					
							
							A Veteran Speaks Out

							“It’s not just college students who claim they prefer a socialist economy. It’s also people in the mid to lower income brackets. In the early 1990s, I was stationed in the Netherlands, where their income was taxed at approximately forty-six percent. They had one doctor for a large area, and everyone, including babies and the elderly, had to go through this doctor in order to get a referral to another doctor. Most people lived in small high-rise apartments, and few owned vehicles due to the high cost of getting a license. There is no incentive to work hard if the government is going to take almost half of your money.”

							—Misty Lee Fenton, U.S. Air Force, 1982–2003

							Fenton served in logistics in the Air Force for twenty-one years. While serving in the Air Force, she earned an associate degree and a bachelor’s degree. Following her retirement from the Air Force, she earned a master’s degree in counseling and development. She is currently in private practice providing cognitive behavioral therapy and accelerated resolution therapy.
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