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    To my beloved wife, Wai Yin, whose love and unwavering support have been the foundation of everything I do.

To my sons, who have brought joy and purpose into my life.

To my daughters-in-law, who have enriched our family with their warmth and kindness.

 

To my grandsons and granddaughters, the light of my life, who remind me daily of the beauty and wonder of the world.

 

And above all, to the glory of God, whose grace has guided me through every step of my journey.

 

This book is for you all.

      

    



  	
        
            
            Luke 19:10 For the Son of Man came to seek and save those who are lost.
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This is a simple and non-complicated daily devotional book for people from all walks of life. It is also written in a systematic devotional layout within a gospel story-related manner and presentation. It aims to draw the attention of the readers to pray and to follow the pathway of Jesus as laid out in the Gospel of Luke from Galilee to Jerusalem. It points to the Son of God coming to seek, save, and strengthen the faith of those who believe in Jesus. 

Archbishop Ng Moon Hing,

Anglican Archbishop of Southeast Asia. 
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Preface
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The Gospel According to Luke by Dr Andrew C. S. Koh is an expository commentary on the Gospel of Luke. This Christ-centered book is simple, interesting, understandable, meaningful, and applicable to contemporary life. Written during the pandemic of 2020-2021, with added explanation and prayers, it can change, correct, convict, deepen, transform, mature, enrich, and bless your life as you encounter the God of the Word by reading the Word of God.  This book is an ideal companion for devotion and Bible study. It will help readers gain insight into the life and ministry of Jesus, and it can be used as a guide for understanding the teachings of Jesus. Through this book, readers will gain a better understanding of Jesus’ mission and ministry. It can also help to bring readers closer to the Lord Jesus Christ through its daily devotions and Bible study.  For those looking to study the Gospel of Luke systematically and devotionally, The Gospel According to Luke is the perfect companion. It is a must-have for those seeking the truth and faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. Comparable to popular books such as the MacArthur New Testament Commentary and the NIV Application Commentary, this book is sure to be a valuable resource for readers of all backgrounds. Read, reread, study, explore and meditate on it devotionally and discover the truth of the Gospel of Luke.

A careful study, meditation, and application of this commentary will help you to “grow in the grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ”, 2 Peter 3:18. 

“All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness", 2 Timothy 3:16.

I wished to dedicate this book to my beloved wife, Wai Yin, my sons, Joseph, Joshua, Joel, my daughters-in-law, Renee, Tina, Angelina, my grandsons Isaac, Benjamin, Daniel, Josiah, Jonathan, my granddaughters Giselle, Katherine, Annabelle, Isabelle, Kristabelle, and future generations. I wished to thank Archbishop Ng Moon Hing, Anglican Archbishop of Southeast Asia for his kind support and encouragement. Shalom and God bless you in your journey of faith.

Dr Andrew C S Koh
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Introduction to Luke
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Author, date, place, recipients:

Luke, a Greek, Gentile doctor, co-worker, and traveling companion of Apostle Paul, Colossians 4:4. His writing is in polished Greek. He also wrote the book of Acts as a sequel to Luke.  The possible date of writing was between 60 AD- 62 AD, most probably in Rome although some scholars suggested Achaia, Ephesus and Caesarea. It was written specifically to Theophilus and generally to the Gentile Christians of the first century world.

Themes:

Luke presents Jesus to us as the perfect Son of man, emphasising the human side of Jesus. Luke described His compassion for the sick, the marginalised, the outcast of society, and the demonised in great detail. Ever so often, Jesus prayed, spent time with God the Father, was tired, hungry, thirsty, felt pain, and even wept.

Outline:

Genealogy, nativity, childhood, baptism- Luke 1:1-3:22

Galilean ministry- Luke 3:23-9:50

Travel Narrative-Luke 9:51-19:28

Passion week - Luke 19:29-23:56

Resurrection and ascension- Luke 24:1-53

.
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Chapter 1

Luke 1: Magnificat
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Prayer:

Heavenly Father, thank You for traveling with us on another spiritual journey of faith through the Gospel of Luke. We pray for attentive minds, opened eyes, unblocked ears, soft hearts, and teachable and obedient spirits, in Jesus’ Name, Amen.

Verses 1-4, Since many have undertaken to set in order a narrative concerning those matters which have been fulfilled among us, 2even as those who from the beginning were eyewitnesses and servants of the word delivered them to us, 3it seemed good to me also, having traced the course of all things accurately from the first, to write to you in order, most excellent Theophilus; 4that you might know the certainty concerning the things in which you were instructed.

Reflection:

The author Luke wrote this book to a mysterious person called Theophilus to update him regarding the genealogy, birth, life, death, resurrection, the ascension of Jesus Christ from 1-33 AD. Luke interviewed key eyewitnesses and apostles who were with Jesus from the beginning of His ministry until His ascension. He wrote as a historian under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit. Luke was a Greek physician, a co-worker, and traveling companion of apostle Paul. Theophilus appeared to be someone with authority because Luke addressed him as the “most excellent.” Theophilus in Greek means, ‘lover of God’. Theophilus’ relationship with Luke was unknown. 

Verses 5-9, 5 There was in the days of Herod, the king of Judea, a certain priest named Zacharias, of the priestly division of Abijah. He had a wife of the daughters of Aaron, and her name was Elizabeth. 6 They were both righteous before God, walking blamelessly in all the commandments and ordinances of the Lord. 7 But they had no child, because Elizabeth was barren, and they both were well advanced in years. 8 Now while he executed the priest’s office before God in the order of his division 9 according to the custom of the priest’s office, his lot was to enter into the temple of the Lord and burn incense. 

Reflection:

Herod Antipas, the son of Herod the Great, was the ruler of Galilee and Perea. Zacharias, a priest, and his wife Elizabeth were descendants of Aaron. They were righteous, law-abiding, and blameless before God. There were both very old. Elizabeth was barren. Zacharias was chosen by lot to do the priest’s duties. He entered into the Holy place during the time of prayer while the multitude was praying outside. 

Verses 10-14, 10 The whole multitude of the people were praying outside at the hour of incense. 11 An angel of the Lord appeared to him, standing on the right side of the altar of incense. 12 Zacharias was troubled when he saw him, and fear fell upon him. 13 But the angel said to him, “Don’t be afraid, Zacharias, because your request has been heard. Your wife, Elizabeth, will bear you a son, and you shall call his name John. 14 You will have joy and gladness, and many will rejoice at his birth.

Reflection:

When an angel of God stood on the right side of the altar of incense and appeared to Zacharias, he trembled with fear. The angel told him not to be afraid. God had come to answer his prayer and bring him the good news of joy. He told him that Elizabeth would conceive and deliver a son and he was to name him John. 

Verses 15-16, 15For he will be great in the sight of the Lord, and he will drink no wine nor strong drink. He will be filled with the Holy Spirit, even from his mother’s womb. 16He will turn many of the children of Israel to the Lord their God. 

Reflection:

His son would be filled with Holy Spirit from his mother’s womb. He would take up the Nazarite vow and be a great man of God. A person who took the Nazarite vow must not eat or drink grape products, shave, cut his hair, or touch a dead body. The Nazarite vow is found in Numbers 6:2-6. He would minister in the power and spirit of Elijah, turn the Israelites to God, and prepare the way for the coming of Christ. 

Numbers 6:2-6 (KJV) “Speak unto the children of Israel, and say unto them, when either man or woman shall separate themselves to vow a vow of a Nazarite, to separate themselves unto the Lord: He shall separate himself from wine and strong drink, and shall drink no vinegar of wine, or vinegar of strong drink, neither shall he drink any liquor of grapes, nor eat moist grapes, or dried. All the days of his separation shall he eat nothing that is made of the vine tree, from the kernels even to the husk. All the days of the vow of his separation there shall no razor come upon his head: until the days be fulfilled, in the which he separateth himself unto the Lord, he shall be holy and shall let the locks of the hair of his head grow. All the days that he separateth himself unto the Lord he shall come at no dead body.”

Verses 17-21, 17 He will go before him in the spirit and power of Elijah, ‘to turn the hearts of the fathers to the children,’ Malachi and the disobedient to the wisdom of the just; to prepare a people prepared for the Lord.” 18 Zacharias said to the angel, “How can I be sure of this? For I am an old man, and my wife is well advanced in years.” 19 The angel answered him, “I am Gabriel, who stands in the presence of God. I was sent to speak to you and to bring you this good news. 20 Behold, you will be silent and not able to speak until the day that these things will happen, because you didn’t believe my words, which will be fulfilled in their proper time.” 21 The people were waiting for Zacharias, and they marveled that he delayed in the temple. 

Reflection:

Zacharias said that he and Elizabeth were already way beyond their childbearing years. The angel revealed his name as Gabriel, a messenger to bring God’s Good News to him. Because Zacharias doubted, angel Gabriel struck him mute until the child was born. The people who were waiting outside wondered why Zacharias did not come out. 

Verses 22-25, 22 When he came out, he could not speak to them. They perceived that he had seen a vision in the temple. He continued making signs to them, and remained mute. 23 When the days of his service were fulfilled, he departed to his house. 24 After these days Elizabeth his wife conceived, and she hid herself five months, saying, 25 “Thus has the Lord done to me in the days in which he looked at me, to take away my reproach among men.”

Reflection:

After a long time, Zacharias finally came out but he could not talk. The people guessed that he must have seen a vision. When the temple duties were over, Zacharias and Elizabeth returned home. Elizabeth conceives and hides in the house for five months. The Lord had shown favour to Elizabeth. For a woman to be barren In the first-century world was humiliating and shameful. 

Verses 26-29, 26 Now in the sixth month, the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee named Nazareth, 27 to a virgin pledged to be married to a man whose name was Joseph, of David’s house. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28 Having come in, the angel said to her, “Rejoice, you highly favored one! The Lord is with you. Blessed are you among women!” 29 But when she saw him, she was greatly troubled at the saying, and considered what kind of salutation this might be.

Reflection:

Six months later, God sent Angel Gabriel to Mary in Nazareth of Galilee. Mary was a virgin who was engaged to Joseph, a descendant of David. Angel Gabriel announced to Mary that God had highly favoured and blessed her. On hearing this, Mary trembled with fear. 

Verses 30-33, 30 The angel said to her, “Don’t be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31 Behold, you will conceive in your womb and give birth to a son, and shall name him ‘Jesus.’ 32 He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his father David, 33 and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever. There will be no end to his Kingdom.”

Reflection:

Angel Gabriel announced to Mary that she would conceive and deliver a son, and she was to name him Jesus. He shall be called Son of the Most High God and would sit on the throne of David and reign on the house of Jacob forever and ever. 

Verses 34-37, 34 Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, seeing I am a virgin?” 35 The angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you. Therefore also the holy one who is born from you will be called the Son of God. 36 Behold, Elizabeth your relative also has conceived a son in her old age; and this is the sixth month with her who was called barren. 37 For nothing spoken by God is impossible.”

Reflection:

Mary answered that she was a virgin. Angel Gabriel clarified that she would be conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and the Son that she would deliver would be called the Son of God. Angel Gabriel also announced to Mary that her cousin Elizabeth had conceived in her old age and was now in her sixth month. Everything was possible for God. 

Verses 38-41, 38 Mary said, “Behold, the servant of the Lord; let it be done to me according to your word.” Then the angel departed from her. 39 Mary arose in those days and went into the hill country with haste, into a city of Judah, 40 and entered into the house of Zacharias and greeted Elizabeth. 41 When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the baby leaped in her womb; and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit.

Reflection:

Calling herself a maidservant of the Lord, Mary accepted the explanation, and angel Gabriel left her. Mary quickly left Nazareth and went to Judea to visit her cousin Elizabeth. When Elizabeth saw Mary, the baby in Elizabeth’s womb leaped joyfully and she was filled with the Holy Spirit. 

Verses 42-45, 42 She called out with a loud voice and said, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb! 43 Why am I so favored, that the mother of my Lord should come to me? 44 For behold, when the voice of your greeting came into my ears, the baby leaped in my womb for joy! 45 Blessed is she who believed, for there will be a fulfillment of the things which have been spoken to her from the Lord!”

Reflection:

Empowered by the Holy Spirit, Elizabeth blessed Mary and the baby in her womb, acknowledged Mary’s baby as her Lord, blessed Mary for believing in Angel Gabriel, and prophesied that the angel’s words would be fulfilled. Elizabeth’s baby leaped for joy when Mary spoke to Elizabeth. 

Verses 46-55, 46 Mary said, “My soul magnifies the Lord. 47  My spirit has rejoiced in God my Savior, 48 for he has looked at the humble state of his servant. For behold, from now on, all generations will call me blessed. 49 For he who is mighty has done great things for me. Holy is his name. 50 His mercy is for generations and generations on those who fear him. 51 He has shown strength with his arm. He has scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts. 52 He has put down princes from their thrones, and has exalted the lowly. 53 He has filled the hungry with good things. He has sent the rich away empty. 54 He has given help to Israel, his servant, that he might remember mercy, 55 as he spoke to our fathers, to Abraham and his offspring forever.”

Reflection:

This is the song of Mary, also known as the Magnificat. The Magnificat is unique to Luke. Mary acknowledged God as her saviour. She said, her soul magnifies God, her spirit rejoiced in God, and every generation would bless her. God is Holy, mighty, merciful to every generation, strong, rejected the proud, exalted the lowly, filled the hungry, and rejected the rich. God is merciful to Israel and remembered the Abrahamic covenant. 

Verses 56-59, 56 Mary stayed with her about three months, and then returned to her house. 57 Now the time that Elizabeth should give birth was fulfilled, and she gave birth to a son. 58 Her neighbors and her relatives heard that the Lord had magnified his mercy toward her, and they rejoiced with her. 59 On the eighth day, they came to circumcise the child; and they would have called him Zacharias, after the name of his father.

Reflection:

Mary returned home after three months. In due course, Elizabeth delivered a son. Her neighbours and cousins rejoiced with her. Elizabeth and her relatives brought the baby on the eight-day of life for circumcision. The relatives wanted to name the baby Zacharias after his father.

Verses 60-66, 60 His mother answered, “Not so; but he will be called John.” 61 They said to her, “There is no one among your relatives who is called by this name.” 62 They made signs to his father, what he would have him called. 63 He asked for a writing tablet, and wrote, “His name is John.” They all marveled. 64 His mouth was opened immediately and his tongue freed, and he spoke, blessing God. 65 Fear came on all who lived around them, and all these sayings were talked about throughout all the hill country of Judea. 66 All who heard them laid them up in their heart, saying, “What then will this child be?” The hand of the Lord was with him.

Reflection:

Elizabeth objected and named the baby John. The relatives brought a writing tablet to Zacharias, and he wrote, John, and immediately, he was able to talk and praise God. Words spread around Judea, and everyone was astonished and amazed at God’s anointing of baby John. 

Verses 67- 80, 67 His father Zacharias was filled with the Holy Spirit, and prophesied, saying, 68 “Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel, for he has visited and redeemed his people; 69 and has raised up a horn of salvation for us in the house of his servant David 70 (as he spoke by the mouth of his holy prophets who have been from of old), 71 salvation from our enemies and from the hand of all who hate us; 72 to show mercy toward our fathers, to remember his holy covenant, 73 the oath which he swore to Abraham our father, 74 to grant to us that we, being delivered out of the hand of our enemies, should serve him without fear, 75 in holiness and righteousness before him all the days of our life. 76 And you, child, will be called a prophet of the Most High; for you will go before the face of the Lord to prepare his ways, 77 to give knowledge of salvation to his people by the remission of their sins, 78 because of the tender mercy of our God by which the dawn from on high will visit us, 79 to shine on those who sit in darkness and the shadow of death; to guide our feet into the way of peace.” 80 The child was growing and becoming strong in spirit, and was in the desert until the day of his public appearance to Israel.

Reflection:

This is Zacharias’ song or Benedictus. The Benedictus is unique to Luke. Empowered by the Holy Spirit, Zacharias prophesied that God had visited and saved his people. God spoke through the prophets, saved Israel from their enemies, and remembered the Abrahamic covenant. Zacharias prayed for protection from their enemies. He prophesied that John would be a prophet, to prepare the way for Christ. “Dayspring from on high” is a title for Christ, who will be a light to the world to guide them in the way of peace. When John the Baptist grew in stature, he was filled with the Holy Spirit and retreated to the desert. 

Application:

Zacharias and Elizabeth were barren and very old. They had prayed for a child, but it was not answered. Now that they were already beyond childbearing age, they had long forgotten about their prayer. After so many years, Angel Gabriel announced to Zacharias that God had answered his prayer! Elizabeth would conceive and bear a child in her old age. 

God remembers your prayer even though you may have forgotten it. Pray persistently and do not give up so easily. An answer may come in years later. God is a miracle-working God. Do not be afraid, only believe. 

Prayer:

Heavenly Father, thank You that You are a prayer-answering and a miracle-working God. Help us not to give up easily but continue to pray persistently. We claim the promise of Philippians 1:6, that You who had started a good work in us will bring it to completion until the day of Christ second coming, in Jesus’ Name, Amen.



	[image: ]

	 
	[image: ]





[image: ]


Chapter 2

Luke 2: Nativity Story
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Prayer:

Heavenly Father, we pray for divine insight, understanding, and clear mind to read, study, understand and apply scripture. We pray for the anointing of the Holy Spirit and divine enablement, in Jesus’  Name, Amen. 

Verses 1-5, Now in those days, a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be enrolled. 2This was the first enrollment made when Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3All went to enroll themselves, everyone to his own city. 4Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judea, to David’s city, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and family of David; 5to enroll himself with Mary, who was pledged to be married to him as wife, being pregnant.

Reflection:

The nativity story is unique to Luke. Out of the blue, Caesar Augustus issued a decree to take a population census of the entire Roman world because he wanted to tax the people. Just to comply with this decree, the people were compelled to return to their place of birth. Joseph and Mary traveled from Nazareth to Bethlehem to register for this population census because they were descendants of David. This was a 70 mile journey and Mary was in the late stage of her pregnancy. It must have been a very difficult journey. This was to fulfil the prophecy of Micah 5:2, from the eighth century BC, that Christ would be born in Bethlehem. 

Micah 5:2 (KJV)“But thou, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though thou be little among the thousands of Judah, yet out of thee shall come forth unto Me He that is to be ruler in Israel, whose goings forth have been from of old, from everlasting.”

Verses 6-9,6While they were there, the day had come for her to give birth. 7She gave birth to her firstborn son. She wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a feeding trough, because there was no room for them in the inn. 8There were shepherds in the same country staying in the field, and keeping watch by night over their flock. 9Behold, an angel of the Lord stood by them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 

Reflection:

When they arrived in Bethlehem, they could not find any accommodation anywhere. Mary delivered baby Jesus, wrapped Him up in swaddling clothes, and placed Him into a manger, an animal feeding trough made from stone. An angel of God appeared to some shepherds in Bethlehem at night in the field. The glory of God manifested in majestic lights and frightened the shepherds. 

Verses 10-14, 10 The angel said to them, “Don’t be afraid, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy which will be to all the people. 11 For there is born to you today, in David’s city, a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 12 This is the sign to you: you will find a baby wrapped in strips of cloth, lying in a feeding trough.” 13 Suddenly, there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly army praising God, and saying, 14 “Glory to God in the highest, on earth peace, good will toward men.”

Reflection:

After calming down the shepherds, the angel announced to them that Christ was born in Bethlehem, in the city of David. They shall find Him wrapped in swaddling clothes in a manger. Immediately, angels sang, worshiped, and praised God, saying, “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.” God announced the birth of Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God, the Good Shepherd, and the Shepherd of our souls, to the shepherds in Bethlehem. 

Verses 15-20, 15 When the angels went away from them into the sky, the shepherds said to one another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem, now, and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made known to us.” 16 They came with haste, and found both Mary and Joseph, and the baby was lying in the feeding trough. 17 When they saw it, they publicized widely the saying which was spoken to them about this child. 18 All who heard it wondered at the things which were spoken to them by the shepherds. 19 But Mary kept all these sayings, pondering them in her heart. 20 The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things that they had heard and seen, just as it was told them.

Reflection:

After the angels left, the shepherds went to look for baby Jesus. They found Joseph, Mary, and baby Jesus in a manger, according to the angel’s announcement. After seeing this, they went away and testified to all the people about this, and all who heard it were amazed. The shepherds returned to Bethlehem glorifying and praising God. 

Verses 21-24, 21 When eight days were fulfilled for the circumcision of the child, his name was called Jesus, which was given by the angel before he was conceived in the womb. 22 When the days of their purification according to the law of Moses were fulfilled, they brought him up to Jerusalem, to present him to the Lord 23 (as it is written in the law of the Lord, “Every male who opens the womb shall be called holy to the Lord”), Exodus 13:2,12, 24 and to offer a sacrifice according to that which is said in the law of the Lord, “A pair of turtledoves, or two young pigeons.” Leviticus 12:8. 

Reflection:

Joseph and Mary took baby Jesus for circumcision on His eight-day of life and named Him Jesus, as instructed by Angel Gabriel. After completing the days of purification, Joseph and Mary returned to Jerusalem and presented Baby Jesus to God in the temple. They offered a sacrifice to God according to the Levitical law. Since they were poor and could not afford a lamb, they offered a pair of turtle doves instead, Leviticus 12:6.

Leviticus 12:6, “When the days of her purification for a son or daughter are over, she is to bring to the priest at the entrance to the tent of meeting a year-old lamb for a burnt offering and a young pigeon or a dove for a sin offering.” 

Verses 25-31, 25 Behold, there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon. This man was righteous and devout, looking for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was on him. 26 It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he should not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Christ. 27 He came in the Spirit into the temple. When the parents brought in the child, Jesus, that they might do concerning him according to the custom of the law, 28 then he received him into his arms, and blessed God, and said, 29 “Now you are releasing your servant, Master, according to your word, in peace;30 for my eyes have seen your salvation, 31 which you have prepared before the face of all peoples;

Reflection:

Simeon was a righteous, devout, Spirit-filled elderly prophet, who was waiting for the consolation of Israel or Christ. The Holy Spirit had revealed to him that he would not die until he had seen Christ. The Holy Spirit led him into the temple to see baby Jesus. He took the baby in his arms and proclaimed that he had seen Christ. 

Verses 32-35, 32 a light for revelation to the nations, and the glory of your people Israel.” 33 Joseph and his mother were marveling at the things which were spoken concerning him, 34 and Simeon blessed them, and said to Mary, his mother, “Behold, this child is set for the falling and the rising of many in Israel, and for a sign which is spoken against. 35 Yes, a sword will pierce through your own soul, that the thoughts of many hearts may be revealed.” 
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