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To the weary worshipers—
the ones who show up with trembling hands, cracked voices,
and broken hearts.

To those who have loved and lost, hoped and been hurt,
believed and still broken.
This book is for you.

For the hallelujahs whispered through tears.
For the faith that keeps flickering, even in the dark.
May you know that your offering is seen,
your story is sacred,
and your worship is enough.
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The Author's voice

These devotions are written not only from the desk but from the shepherd’s walk.







Dear Reader,

There’s a certain kind of worship that doesn’t get sung on Sunday mornings.

It doesn’t come from mountaintop moments or miracles answered in real time.

It comes from hospital rooms.

Empty chairs.

Late-night cries that echo into silence.

It comes from disappointment, loss, fatigue—and still believing.


This is where Shattered Praise, Unbroken Faith was born.


I’m not writing from the other side of the pain with every answer tied up in a bow.

I’m writing from the midst of it—where faith sometimes shakes,
where praise feels like a whisper,

and where God proves Himself faithful in the quiet, again and again.

If you’re in that place, too—this book is for you.

I pray you find yourself on these pages,

and more importantly, I pray you find God there, too.


— Pastor John David Smith



Introduction

For Every Broken Hallelujah

There are seasons when faith feels effortless—when songs come easy and hope is loud.

But there are other seasons, too.

Seasons when grief steals your voice.

When prayers feel like echoes.

When worship is not a declaration, but a decision.

This devotional was born in those seasons.


Inspired by the song Broken Hallelujah by Mandisa, this book is a journey into the heart of honest praise—not the kind that rises when everything makes sense, but the kind that rises when nothing does.


Here, you’ll find devotions for the weary, the questioning, the barely-holding-on. You’ll find stories, Scriptures, breath prayers, and space to reflect.

But most of all, I pray you find room to be honest—with God, with yourself, and with your worship.

You don’t need to wait until you’re healed to offer praise.

You don’t have to be whole to be heard.

Bring what you have.

Even if it’s broken.

Especially if it’s broken.

Because God meets us there.

And He calls even that—especially that—holy.


[image: feather with bluish gold-hues]

"Not every hallelujah rises in strength.
Some are carried on trembling lips--
and still, heaven calls it worship."



-- Shattered Praise


A SONG IN RUINS

Devotion One

The Power of a Broken Hallelujah

Scripture Anchor:

“The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit;

a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise.

— Psalm 51:17

Opening Reflection

There are seasons when songs don’t rise—they stall.

They sit heavy in the chest, caught somewhere between breath and breaking.

Grief tightens the throat.

Disappointment floods the soul.

And the melody you once carried with ease now feels distant—like it belonged to someone you used to be.

In these moments, worship can feel out of reach.

Like something reserved for stronger days.

Clearer days.

Days when you felt whole.

But worship was never meant to belong only to the healed.

Some of the truest songs are not sung from stages—but from valleys.

Not with strength—but with shaking.

Not with clarity—but with clinging.

We’ve been taught to associate praise with victory.

With answers.

With joy that makes sense.

But there is another kind of song—quieter, deeper, costly.

A song in ruins.

A broken hallelujah.

It doesn’t rise because life is good.

It rises because God is still good.

It doesn’t shout—it sighs.

It doesn’t rush—it stays.

It doesn’t resolve—it reaches.

And heaven does not reject that sound.

It leans in.

Because praise that costs you something carries a weight comfort never could.

So if your worship today is fragile… fractured… unfinished—

bring it anyway.

God has never required perfection.

Only presence.

And even now—especially now—

your broken hallelujah is still holy.

Devotional Insight

In Mandisa’s song “Broken Hallelujah,” we are reminded that God never asks for perfection. He asks for presence. Not for polished verses, but honest ones. When life falls apart, praise becomes a courageous act. We worship not because we feel whole, but because we trust the One who holds our brokenness.
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