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    To Nattie

      

    


	


As I write what comes to mind,

I hope I am inspired.

And may the critics all be kind

Long after I’ve expired.









		Preface




What makes a great poem?

I find that poetry tends to be of two types: the simple and the profound. Simple poems use common language and can be easily understood, but sometimes lack profundity. Profound poems hide their meaning in obscure wording: read at face value, they’re confusing. Neither one is ideal.

The best poems combine both traits: easily readable for the average reader, but containing profundity behind the words. This is similar to what Wordsworth described in his Preface to Lyrical Ballads (“the real language of men in a vivid sensation”), which launched the Romantic school of poetry. This simple profundity is what I hope I’ve reached in at least some of the poems in this collection—a representative selection of all the poems I’ve written over the last 30 years.

Greg Salvatore
July 2025
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		Time Is a Jealous Mistress




Time is a jealous mistress

That always gets Her way,

Whether it be tomorrow,

Or whether it be today.

Never gives without receiving,

And receives more than She gives,

Yet as She passes, wounds start healing,

And Life continues to live.









		Tiananmen Square




While the ladies with their babies

Walk around in open air
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