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​Dedication

[image: ]




This book is dedicated to the Chocolate Shot, James Hardin. That man is a chocolate shooter, and I would take a shot of him any day. If you don't agree with me,  it's ok.  To my family,  who supports my writing, and lets me go into my imaginary world, even though my 4-year-old won't let me do it peacefully lol.  Thank you to the fans who have been with me and those who are coming.  I write because you like my stories and want to read them over and over again. 
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​Prologue 
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The tears that ran down her face wouldn't stop.  Younik Davis couldn't believe it.  Her husband was gone.  He wasn't coming back.  He would never walk through the door and say hi to her and their children again.  There would be no hugs and kisses.  Today she buried the love of her life for 9 years.  He was supposed to come home from work.  It wasn't supposed to be raining. There wasn't supposed to be a drunk driver on the road.  Her husband wasn't supposed to get hit, dying on impact.  Jason had more life to live.  He should have had more time to spend with their sons.  He wasn't supposed to die at 33.  He had football games and basketball games left to see.  He had a graduation to see in 4 years.  Younik wrapped her arms around her oldest son, Tony, watching his eyes turn from pain to cold steel.  She knew he would step up and try to be the man of the house.  She didn't want that for him so young.  Younik looked over at her two younger sons, Kevin, and Jason Jr., hugging their grandmother.  How were they going to make it? Younik's online chocolate store and personal chocolate store were both just getting off the ground.  All Younik wanted to do was go cook.  Just cook, until she didn't want to look at the kitchen anymore.  She didn't know what she was going to do,  but she was going to keep pushing through for her sons.  Younik wanted her sons to have the best life possible.  She wanted their happiness.  She knew she would never be able to fill the hole of their father being gone,  but she would do everything she could to make their lives better. 
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​Chapter 1
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One year later, everything was growing.  The chocolate business was rising almost faster than Younik could keep up.  She was glad her best friend Tori had moved in to help her. Younik would have lost her mind without her. Tori kept the store running, and Younik kept up with the online orders.  The money was rolling in,  and Younik had survived financially since losing her husband.  

Emotionally,  she was still healing.  Her mind still wanted her to look over to the side of the bed where Jason was supposed to be.  She sometimes caught herself expecting him to walk through the door.  Younik never knew pain could last so long.  Tori and several other friends tried to get her to date,  but Younik wasn't trying to hear that.  She didn't want another man any time soon.  She did want to take her boys to a pro football and basketball game.  Younik had enough money coming in to buy the tickets, now it was just finding the time to take them.  Tony was doing better in school, and graduation was only 3 years away.  Kevin and JJ had aged another year and were now 7 and 9. They were both doing well in school and great on their football and baseball teams.  Tony was still studying hard and doing great on his basketball team.  Younik was glad that her sons were getting back to a new normal.  She knew they missed their father like crazy,  but they were learning to move on.

Younik was going through her own healing process.  She had begun therapy to help her deal with the pain.  She knew she wasn’t going to be able to deal with the emptiness alone.  Younik had made big strides though, and knew that it wouldn’t be long before she could officially move on with her life.  Her healing helped her sons be able to move on too.  She made sure that they had their own therapy sessions, and that their grandmother participated in caring for them.  Younik was grateful for the people in her life who were helping her and her family. 
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​Chapter 2
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Brandon Mattson, aka the  Bob Marley of basketball, was ending practice with his squad.  He worked hard and played even harder.  He was a man who loved the sport and played with the same love.  Brandon was a single, 6’ 7”, 35-year-old man who had seen it all. He played for the San Diego Wolverines.  He never wanted to quit. Playing made him popular and wanted, especially by women. Women threw themselves at him at every turn,  but Brandon wanted something lasting.  After practice, Brandon was headed to a chocolate shop he had heard about so he could pick up some chocolates for his mom.  He loved his mom like crazy,  but she was really pushy when it came to him getting married and having kids.  He just wasn't at that point yet, but the right woman certainly hadn't crossed his path. Brandon was willing to wait.  Brandon refused to just jump into a relationship that wasn't worth his time.  Mom was going to have to wait. Having fun and enjoying basketball was all Brandon wanted to do for a while.  Having a family could wait a little bit longer.

Younik decided to work at the store today.  She didn't want to be in the house anymore.  She could work both the online store and the physical store at the same time.  Tori was coming in to help later,  which Younik really appreciated.  The kids were at school.  Younik had managed to make enough money to put them in private school. The boy's grades have come up tremendously since the change.  Public school had become too much with the loss of their father,  and they needed a change in scenery.  Younik needed the same.  The store was the perfect change.  Younik went to the back when Tori arrived so she could make some fresh chocolates.  She heard the bell ring a couple of times but really paid no attention. Suddenly,  Tori walked quickly to the back, catching Younik's attention because she had never seen Tori move that fast.  
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