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After days of hiking through the dense and ancient forest, my bags were weighed down with more treasure than I ever thought I would need to carry. The knapsack at my waist sagged heavily with the dense heft of so much gold. I allowed myself a small smirk. I couldn’t believe my luck. After months of studying adventurer’s diaries, crude hand-drawn maps, and careful observation with my spyglass. Every treasure hunter’s grandest dream had become my reality.

I tapped the pendant buried between my breasts for what the hundredth time since emerging from the damp, dark cavern. My body temperature had warmed the gold after spending a few hours tucked in the safest place I could imagine. Of all the treasures I’d scavenged from the dragon’s hoard, the ancient necklace was by far the most valuable — and the most interesting. If the rest of this treasure didn’t make me the richest woman in the kingdom, returning Queen Aneleope’s ancestor’s necklace to the royal family certainly would.

Trees as wide as houses filled the forest around me. Their canopies stretched for miles, filtering the dappled sunlight as it fluttered along the soft forest floor beneath me. My heart swelled unexpectedly as a peace like I’d never known filled me. I could be free now. Buy a cottage far from the city center — maybe in a forest not so different from this one — and live quietly, without ever having to scrape by to survive again. Best of all, I would never have to step foot near the filthy, stinking capital ever again.

My hand came to rest on the hilt of the dagger at my hip as I trudged forward. The peacefully trickling river swelled into a hearty roar in the distance, growing ever louder as I grew nearer to the powerful waterfall — the Dragon’s Roar, as it was known to locals. I wiped sweat from my brow and urged myself forward, increasing my pace. Washing my face in the cool river sounded awfully nice. After a quick rest, I could scale back down the jagged cliff face farther from the falls where things wouldn’t be so wet.

Emerging from behind a thicket of brush and small trees, the rocky cliffside took my breath away. The river to my left roared furiously over boulders as big as wagons, spraying cool white foam into the air before the river plunged over the edge of the falls and crashing into the lake below.  The deafening roar of the falls washed out all other sounds; I could certainly appreciate why it had come to be known as the Dragon’s Roar.
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