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The Loaf and the Light

Poems and Songs of Faith, Family, and the Savior's Grace

By Salina .V .W .Prether Tamplin


Page 2: Dedication

For the eleven of us who shared the loaf and the Light. And for Jesus, the Great I Am, who never once let go of my hand.
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Why I Wrote This Book

I am sixty years old, I have been writing poetry fir  over forty five years of my life, I have watched the world change. I have seen seasons of what some call plenty and seasons where the cupboards were bare, but through every storm and every sunny day, there has been one constant: the presence of the Lord.

I didn't write these poems and songs to be a "famous author." I wrote them because, in a house of thirteen souls, I learned that words have power. I saw how my mother’s whispered prayers could calm a room and how my father’s humble thanks over his family could change our world.

This collection, The Loaf and the Light, is my heart on paper. It is a tribute to the people who raised me, the siblings who walked beside me, and the children and grandchildren who continue to be my greatest joy. Some of these pages were born from the laughter of a baptism; others were born from the tears of a goodbye. Some are gentle lullabies for the "little lights" in our lives, while others are a bold cry to a country that I believe needs to find its way back to the Cross.

My prayer for you as you read these words is simple: I hope you see that no voice is too small for God to hear. Whether you are seven years old holding a teddy bear or One Hundred years old looking back on a long road, His grace is enough.
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• Faith Like a Little Light

• A Child’s Guidance to Faith

• A Seven-Year-Old’s Prayer (Tribute to Bob)

• Lydia’s Baptism (Tribute to Lydia)
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Chapter 2: Roots of Grace
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• He’s Got Jesus (Tribute to my Father)

• Mary Luella (Tribute to my Mother)

• Julie (Tribute to my Sister)

• The Loaf and the Light (Tribute to my Family)
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The Narrow Road

• Left Behind

• Don’t Let the Devil Win
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