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			Dedication

			
		
    How can we cultivate a faith that withstands the trials of life? It is fundamental to understand that faith is not just believing in God when things are going well. 

An enduring faith is one that remains steadfast, even when we face adversity. 

Over the years, I have seen how faith can transform lives. God invites us to trust in His promise and wait patiently. 

It is essential to maintain our trust in God. In difficult times, it is important to remember His loyalty. Have you experienced situations that tested your faith? Trusting God allows us to overcome any challenge. 

a. Remember His Loyalty God is faithful in His promises. 

He never leaves us (Deuteronomy 31:6). His promises are firm (2 Corinthians 1:20). He is our refuge (Psalm 46:1). God is our defender (Psalm 91:4). 

b. Persevere in Prayer Praying strengthens our faith. 

Pray constantly (1 Thessalonians 5:17). Seek God always (Psalm 105:4). Give our requests to God (Philippians 4:6). Trust that God will answer (1 John 5:14-15). 

c. Be Thankful Always Gratitude builds our confidence. 

Be thankful in every situation (1 Thessalonians 5:18). Value daily blessings (Psalm 103:2). Be thankful for difficulties (James 1:2-3). Lead a life of gratitude (Colossians 3:15-17).
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Our study in the book of Judges takes its title from the 12 men and one woman who acted as judges during the period between the death of Joshua and the time of Samuel. 

Regarding the author, we will say that he is unknown. This book comes from the period of the monarchy judging by the phrase that appears four times "in those days there was no king in Israel" that we find in several passages. For example in chapter 17, verse 6; in chapter 18, verse 1; in chapter 19, verse 1; and also in chapter 21, verse 25. It was probably written by Samuel, although it has not been definitely proven which was the writer of this book of Judges. 

God constituted judges to deliver His people when they apostatized and cried out to the Lord in their misery. These judges ruled between the time of Joshua and Samuel. The book takes its name from these men whom God raised up. The judges exercised their ministry for the most part in a local and limited area. 

All the judges were in themselves limited in their capacities. The fact is that each one had some defect and suffered from some limitation that did not prove to be an impediment to the exercise of his functions, but became a positive element for success, under the sovereign direction of God. None of them was a national leader who appealed to the whole nation, as had been the case with Moses and Joshua. The account in this book is not continuous, but rather consists of an irregular narrative, stringing together a series of performances by certain local judges, acting in limited areas of the nation. 

The theme we have in this book of Judges is the theme of "Apostasy and the Amazing Grace of God in recovering and restoring". There is a Bible with doctrinal commentaries that summarizes the theme of this book with the words "Defeat and Deliverance", which are very appropriate. However, there is another aspect that this book emphasizes, and that is deception. 

The Israelites entered the promised land with high hopes and exuberant expectation. One would have expected that this people, delivered from Egypt, led through the wilderness for forty years, and introduced into the land with a great demonstration of God's direction and power, would gain a high standard of living and victory in that land and in their lives. But it was not so. They failed vilely and suffered one miserable defeat after another. 

The key verse in this book is verse 25 of chapter 21 which says: "...in those days there was no king in Israel; every man did that which was right in his own eyes". Now, as far as PURPOSE is concerned, the book of Judges is a philosophy of history. In Proverbs chapter 14, verse 34, we read, ".... Righteousness exalteth a nation: but sin is a reproach to the nations”. 

(1) Historically this book relates the history of the nation of Israel from the death of Joshua to Samuel, last of the judges, and first of the prophets. It fills the gap between Joshua and the beginning of the monarchy. There was no leader to take Joshua's place in the way he had taken Moses' place. This was the probationary period of theocracy, that is, of God's rule, after they entered the Promised Land. 

(2) Morally it was the time of the deep decadence of the Israelites as they turned away from God, the unseen Leader, and descended to the low level, described by the following phrase: "in those days there was no king in Israel; everyone did what was right in his own eyes". This should have been a time of great progress. But instead, it was a dark time of repeated failures. 

The cycle of Israel's history began with the nation serving God. Then it took certain steps downward. The Israelites did evil in the sight of the Lord, and served the Baalim, as it says in chapter 2, verse 11. They served Baal and Ashtoreth. The anger of the Lord acted against the Israelites. He delivered them into the hand of their enemies and Israel then entered a period of servitude. But very soon Israel implored their God, being in their sad condition and in great affliction. They returned to God and repented. God heard their prayers and raised up judges, who delivered Israel. And again the nation served God. 

But soon the same old story repeated itself. The children of Israel did wrong, forsook God, went their own way, were sold into slavery, entered a period of bondage then cried out to God in their affliction and returned to Him. Judges arose, and the Israelites were delivered. The nation began to serve God again and once more found themselves at the top of the cycle. But the cycle of history simply continued to repeat itself over and over again. Its trajectory can be seen throughout the Bible, and is still evident today. The truth expressed by the ancient saying that history repeats itself was once again fulfilled. 

The book of Isaiah begins with God presenting this philosophy of history. Isaiah outlined the three steps that lead to the ruin or downfall of the nations, and these are: First, religious apostasy. Secondly, moral decadence. And thirdly, political anarchy, which is the final stage of any nation. And throughout all history, these steps have caused the ruin of many nations. 

If you want to know how up-to-date the book of Judges is, listen to these words of General Douglas MacArthur regarding the United States. He said, "In this hour of such upheaval, when the moral decay of political power extends its increasing corruption of manners, it is essential that every spiritual force be mobilized to defend and preserve the religious basis upon which this nation was founded. For it is that foundation which has been the impetus for our moral and national growth”. And General MacArthur continued, "History records no precedent in which nations subject to moral decline have not subsequently passed into political and economic decline. Either there has been a spiritual awakening to overcome the moral decline again, or else a progressive deterioration, leading to ultimate national disaster”. So much for General MacArthur's words. As you see dear reader, the judges' book is up to date. 

Okay, and after this panoramic look at the book of Judges, let's start with 
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Judges 1 
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Chapter 1 presents the events of Judah and Simeon. The just reward of Adoni-bezek. The capture of Jerusalem and Hebron. Othniel conquered Debir and received Achsah to wife. The deeds of Benjamin, and the conquests of Joseph and the other tribes. Chapters 1 and 2 of this book of Judges give us an introduction to the time of the judges. Nine of the twelve tribes are mentioned and their failure to win a complete victory in driving out the enemy. The three tribes not mentioned are: Reuben, Issachar and Gad. And we conclude that they failed in the same way. Each tribe faced a particular enemy. The whole nation never fought one particular enemy. The weakness of the tribes was first revealed in verse 3, where Judah asked Simeon to help him in his local situation. Let us look first: 

The condition of Israel after the death of Joshua 

Let us read the first verse of this chapter 1 of Judges: 

"And it came to pass after the death of Joshua, that the children of Israel made this inquiry of the Lord, Which of us shall go up first to fight against the Canaanites?" 

The weakness of the tribes is revealed in the word "shall go up".... They asked the Lord what they should do and who would go up for them against the Canaanites. The Canaanites were well entrenched in the land, due to the Israelites' failure to drive them out. Like a thorn in their side, they constituted a permanent regret and pain for Israel during the reigns of Saul and David. Now verse 2 says: 

"The Lord answered, Judah shall go up; for I have given the land into his hand”. 

The Canaanites, for the most part, were in the land that had been allotted to Judah and his inseparable brother, Simeon. They were the main enemy. Now verse 3 says: 

"And Judah said to his brother Simeon, "Come up with me to the territory allotted to me, and let us fight against the Canaanites; and I also will go with you to yours. And Simeon went with him”. 

Now, at first glance this circumstance seemed to be a good indication of collaboration between Judah and Simeon, and it was. But, it was also an indication of weakness in the tribe of Judah to ask for help from another tribe to expel the Canaanites from their particular portion of land. They should have done it themselves, with God's help. Now as a result, the Canaanites were never completely expelled from that land. Let us now read verse 4: 

"Judah went up, and the Lord delivered the Canaanites and the Perizzites into their hand, and they smote of them in Bezek ten thousand men”. 

And verses 5 through 7 tell us about the defeat of the Canaanite and the Perizzite and the capture of Adoni-bezek and how Adoni-bezek recognized that as he had done to 70 kings, so God had repaid him. Now verse 8 reads: 

"And the children of Judah attacked Jerusalem and took it, and smote the inhabitants thereof with the edge of the sword, and set the city on fire”. 

One would think that after this first step of victory, the men of Judah would have confidence that God would deliver their inheritance to them. Let us continue reading verses 9 through 1: 

"Then the children of Judah went down to fight against the Canaanites who dwelt in the mountains, in the Negev, and in the plains. Judah marched against the Canaanites who dwelt in Hebron, whose name was formerly Kirjath-arba; and they smote Sheshai, and Ahiman, and Talmai. From there he went against the inhabitants of Debir, which beforetime was called Kiriath-sepher”. 

The city of Debir was the cultural center of the Canaanite people. And it was known as "the city of books". Perhaps the library was there. Let us continue reading verses 12 and 13: 

"Then Caleb said: Whoever attacks Kiriath-sepher and takes it, I will give him Achsah my daughter to wife. And Othniel the son of Kenaz, Caleb's younger brother, took her, and Caleb gave him Achsah his daughter to wife”. 

The Israelites first took the mountainous region. The foothills that lay between the mountainous region and the coast were the scene of continuous warfare between Israel and the Canaanites. When the Israelites settled in the Promised Land, they were subject to the influence and temptations of the Canaanite religion. It was a degrading religion, and many times the Israelites forgot their covenant with God at Mount Sinai. They fell into idolatry and apostasy and were defeated many times. 

Now Caleb and some soldiers from the tribe of Judah attacked the city of Hebron and succeeded in taking it. From Hebron they went up against the inhabitants of Debir. Whoever took this city was promised a reward, which in this case was Achsah, Caleb's daughter. Now, grammatically, Othniel may have been Caleb's nephew or his younger brother, but his marriage to Achsah also placed him in the position of son-in-law. No doubt he was chosen as a judge because of his kinship with Caleb. And here we have a case of nepotism, that is, of power exercised by members of a family. Nepotism was common at that time. Caleb was a prominent and well-known man. He was one of the two men who had left Egypt and entered the Promised Land. You will recall that along with Joshua he served as a spy to reconnoiter the land and returned with a favorable report. And he was as well known as Joshua himself. Othniel, then, was Caleb's son-in-law. Now, if Othniel had been any other man, he probably would never have become a judge. And many today hold positions of prominence, not because of their skill or ability, but because of some kinship or circumstance. Napoleon for example called himself a man of destiny. He was born during a certain time in history and within certain circumstances. He came to prominence because of the historical moment in which he was born. If he had lived 50 years ago, no one would have ever known him. So it was with Otoniel. 

Let us now consider the incomplete victories of Benjamin and Manasseh. Nine of the twelve tribes that are mentioned in this chapter are cited in connection with failure. We have already considered the tribes of Judah and Simeon, and now, let us look at those of Benjamin and Manasseh. Failure is something that persisted in each of the tribes. Let's read verse 21 of this chapter 1 and then we will turn to verse 27 and read up to verse 30. Verse 21 of this Joshua chapter 1 reads: 

"but the Jebusite, who dwelt in Jerusalem, the children of Benjamin did not drive out, and the Jebusite has dwelt with the children of Benjamin in Jerusalem to this day”. 

That is, until the day the book of Judges was written. Turning now to verse 27, let us read until verse 30: 

"Neither did Manasseh drive out the inhabitants of Bethshean and its villages, nor the inhabitants of Taanach and its villages, nor the inhabitants of Dor and its villages, nor the inhabitants of Ibleam and its villages, nor the inhabitants of Megiddo and its villages; and the Canaanites continued to dwell in the land. When Israel felt strong, they made the Canaanites tributaries, but they did not drive them out. Neither did Ephraim drive out the Canaanites that dwelt in Gezer, but let the Canaanites dwell among them. Neither did Zebulun drive out those who dwelt in Kitron, nor those who dwelt in Naalalal, but the Canaanites dwelt among them, and were tributary to them”. 

And so on, if you read verses 31 to 34, you will see that other tribes failed in the same way. And to think that this was the land God had given them! However, it seems that no tribe was able to take full possession of the land provided by God. 
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Judges 2:1-16 
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Summarizing the content of this chapter, an angel reproached the people for their disobedience. The perversity of the new generation was also highlighted, as well as the wrath and mercy of God. And the Canaanites were left in the land to test Israel. Chapter 2 is a report on the sad condition of the people, which required the Judges to arise to deliver them. This chapter outlines the whole book and the philosophy of God in human history. The words for judge, judgment and judged, are used 22 times. The words evil appear 14 times. The people did evil and God raised up judges, as we see it in verses 11 and 16. The people did evil because they did not obey God, according to verses 2 and 17. 

The Israelites are reprimanded for their disobedience 

"And the angel of the Lord came up from Gilgal to Bochim, and said, I brought you out of Egypt, and have brought you into the land which I promised to your fathers, when I said unto them, I will never break my covenant with you, provided ye make no covenant with the inhabitants of this land, whose altars ye shall throw down; but ye hearkened not unto my voice: wherefore have ye done this thing? Therefore I also say, I will not drive them out from before you, but they shall be a scourge to your sides, and their gods shall be a stumblingblock to you”. 

We believe that the angel of the Lord was the pre-incarnate Christ. God appeared in a form, which could be perceived by human senses. Although He had always supplied the needs of His people, they had not obeyed His voice. God had been faithful to His covenant, but Israel had not been faithful. This was the beginning of Israel's historical cycle, in which they repeated the same tiresome course of the following events: abandonment of God, fall into sin, enslavement by the enemy, return to God in repentance, deliverance by God's appointed judges, and restoration in obedience to God. Now verse 16 tells us that God raised up the judges. Let us read this verse: 

"The Lord raised up judges to deliver them out of the hands of those who despoiled them”. 

And you can see in the following verses, all the way to the end of this chapter 2, that the cycle repeated itself. And every time the Israelites fell to their lowest point, God raised up a judge who delivered them. 

The current situation of many human beings today could be described as a state of spiritual prostration. This reminds us of the words of the author of Psalm 116, who said: "I love the Lord, for he has heard my voice and my supplications, for he has inclined his ear to me... I was prostrate, and he saved me. I was prostrate, and he saved me: return, O my soul, to thy rest; for the Lord hath dealt bountifully with thee! For you have delivered my soul from death, my eyes from tears and my feet from slipping”. dear reader; perhaps your search for God's forgiveness and spiritual peace has been prolonged, wearying, aggravated by helplessness and failure. We invite you to recognize your state and extend your hand to receive by faith, the free gift of salvation, true spiritual rest, and begin a relationship with God as a son. And you will be able to do it with your own words. Because God hears you. Because God is waiting for you. 



	[image: ]

	 
	[image: ]





[image: ]


Judges 3:1-4:5 
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Chapter 3 deals with the following topics: the first and second apostasy; God freed Israel from bondage through the judges Othniel, Ehud and Shamgar. The Israelites intermarried with the Canaanites, Hittites, Amorites, Perizzites, Hivites and Jebusites, among whom they lived. Israel acted badly, forgetting God, and served the Baal gods. Then God gave them over to a life of slavery. 

Othniel, the first judge, was appointed to release them. His only qualification was that he was Caleb's nephew and that he had married Caleb's daughter Achsah. 

Ehud, the second judge, freed Israel from the slavery of Eglon king of Moab. His quality was that of being left-handed which enabled him to gain entry into the presence of the king of Eglon without his hidden dagger being discovered. 

Samgar was the third judge. He was an expert in using the ox goad, that is, a long rod with an iron tip that the herdsmen used to stimulate or goad the oxen. And Shamgar used it as a weapon of war against the Philistines and delivered Israel. 

Now, all the judges had some defect, some particular characteristic or handicap that God used. So the judges revealed that God could use any man who was willing to be used by Him. Let's read the first three verses of this chapter 3 of Judges, which explain to us how 

Israel's idolatry led them into servitude 

"These are the people whom the Lord left to try by them all those in Israel who had not known all the wars of Canaan; only that the seed of the children of Israel might learn how to wage war, and teach it to those who had not known it before: the five princes of the Philistines, all the Canaanites, the Zidonians, and the Hivites who dwelt in Mount Lebanon, from Mount Baal-hermon until they came to Hamath”. 

We see here that the Israelites had arranged marriages with the Canaanites, with the Hittites, the Amorites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, the Jebusites. They married people from all the tribes of that land, even though God had expressly forbidden them to do so. 

Now, the five princes of the Philistines and the other tribes mentioned here in this passage were enemies of the Israelites. As we continue our study through the Old Testament, these enemies will appear repeatedly. And they certainly were a constant affliction to the nation of Israel. Let us turn now to verse 5 and read through verse 7 of this third chapter of Judges: 

"So the children of Israel began to dwell among the Canaanites, and the Hittites, and the Amorites, and the Perizzites, and the Hivites, and the Jebusites. And they took their daughters to wife, and gave their daughters to their sons, and served their gods. So the children of Israel did evil in the sight of the Lord their God, and forgot him, and served Baalim and Asherah images”. 

Instead of expelling the Canaanites from the land, we see that Israel shared it with them. Instead of maintaining their own beliefs and worship of the true God, they intermarried with the Canaanites and adopted their religious beliefs. In other words, the children of Israel fell into a period of apostasy. Now, let's see what verse 8 tells us here: 
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