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About The Hanged Man: “The Hanged Man” reimagines the Major Arcana through the lens of the modern, everyday creator. Just as the traditional Major Arcana can be read as a map toward spiritual enlightenment, we hope these tarot-inspired covers offer a visual path toward creative enlightenment, each archetype transformed into a contemporary figure of imagination, resistance, and becoming.

This piece is inspired by a real boy Kyra Starr, the artist, once knew: a student suspended from school after being caught with cigarettes, who never returned. In that sense, he became a societal sacrifice, one more young person lost to systems more interested in punishment than possibility. Here, suspended upside down on a playground slide, he is not shown as defeated but as resurrected through his creative potential.

In traditional depictions of The Hanged Man, the hidden hands suggest secret power. In this version, the boy’s hands are tucked behind his head to signify his strength is in thought, imagination, rebellion, and everything he might yet create. Suspended between judgment and transformation, he becomes a symbol of what may seem lost to the mainstream, but through creation, has been found.
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Recently, writer David Gianatasio reached out with the kind of literary archaeology story that makes me happy. 

He had discovered, almost by accident, that he had a story in Space & Time back in 1997. It just showed up one day on the Internet Speculative Fiction Database, attached to his name. He had no memory of the story, no memory of sending it, and not even a clear memory of knowing Space & Time back then. He eventually tracked down the issue, our 30th anniversary issue, #87, and there it was. His name was misspelled, but it was him.

He barely remembered writing it. In his words, it was “a listicle before those were popular,” mailed with stamps in the old way, and very likely one of his first science fiction or fantasy stories to see the light of day. This story was written, mailed, accepted, printed, forgotten, and then rediscovered nearly thirty years later, a young writer’s early work preserved in time, waiting patiently for the future to remember it existed.

This is why preserving magazines like Space & Time matters.

Speculative literature has always done more than entertain. We are the advocates of the othered, the conscience of society, and the imagination that fuels the future. We ask what happens when power goes unchecked, when technology outruns wisdom, when monsters are not the creatures outside the village but the systems built inside it. We give language to fear, hope, alienation, transformation, and possibility. We are the canaries in the coal mines, singing our warnings when the air turns toxic.

Before the world is ready to name a danger, speculative writers often feel it. We sense the pressure changes. We dream the dystopia before it hardens into policy. We imagine the alien before society learns to welcome difference. We write ghosts before a culture admits it is haunted. We invent futures not because we want to escape the present, but because the present is always whispering warnings of what it might become.

That is why these stories matter, even the awkward ones, even the early ones, even the ones their authors barely remember writing.

A first publication is not just a line on a bibliography. It's evidence of a moment when someone said, “This belongs in the conversation.” It is a small door opened and sometimes that door leads to a lifetime of more writing. Sometimes it leads to a rediscovery decades later, when a writer finds an old version of himself waiting in the archives.

For more than half a century, Space & Time has been one of those doors.

We have published strange voices, new voices, sharp voices, tender voices, voices that did not fit neatly anywhere else. We have carried work across eras, across editors, across cultural moods and technological shifts. The magazine itself has become a kind of time machine, preserving not only stories and poems but the imaginations that made them possible.

David’s forgotten story is part of that record. So is every poem, every review, every odd little experiment, and every beautiful risk that has passed through these pages.

Speculative literature deserves to be preserved because it preserves us in return. It keeps our warnings. It keeps our dreams. It keeps the strange little postcards from another time, the first stories sent with stamps, and the forgotten names waiting to be found again.

And sometimes, if we are lucky, it lets a story see the light of day twice.
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