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FOREWORD
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All praise is due to Allâh, the Lord of the Worlds, the author expresses his gratitude to the presence of Allah Subhanahu wa Ta'ala for all the abundance of His grace, guidance, and blessings, so that the book Introduction to Indonesian Law: Foundations and Transformation in the Digital and Globalization Era can be completed.

This book was born from concern and enthusiasm to provide legal literature that not only discusses the basics of Indonesian law, but also captures the challenges and changes that occur due to the development of digital technology and the flow of globalization.

The author attempts to present the material systematically, starting from the foundations of Indonesian law, including history, sources of law, and the structure of legal institutions, to discussions of contemporary issues such as cyber law, personal data protection, electronic commerce, and the implications of artificial intelligence on the legal system.

The author hopes that this book will serve as a guide for students, lecturers, legal practitioners, and general readers seeking to understand the development of Indonesian law amidst the dynamics of the times. The author realizes that this work is far from perfect, and therefore, constructive input and criticism are welcome for improvements in future editions.

The author realizes that this work is far from perfect, so constructive input and criticism are very much appreciated for improvements in future editions.

Finally, I hope this book will be of broad benefit and make a small contribution to the development of legal literacy in Indonesia.

Bogor, August 17, 2025

Muhammad Ari Pratomo

Writer

CHAPTER 1

INTRODUCTION

1.1 Background

Law is one of the main pillars of national and state life. Without it, society would struggle to achieve order, justice, and the protection of human rights. In Indonesia, law has a dual role: as an instrument for regulating social life and as a reflection of the values of Pancasila and the 1945 Constitution.

Modern developments, particularly advances in information and communication technology, have brought significant changes to the face of Indonesian law. The digital era has given rise to various new phenomena, such as e-commerce, digital transactions, personal data protection, cybercrime, and even ethical challenges in the application of artificial intelligence. Meanwhile, globalization has opened up cross-border interactions, influencing the formation and implementation of national law.

This situation demands an understanding of law that relies not only on classical theory but also on responding quickly and appropriately to social, economic, political, and technological changes. Therefore, studying an Introduction to Indonesian Law is increasingly relevant for understanding the foundations of law and its transformation in the digital and global era.

1.2 Purpose of Writing

This book is compiled for:


	Provides a basic understanding of the concepts, history, and legal system of Indonesia.

	Describes the role of law in regulating community life and protecting citizens' rights.

	Explains the dynamics and transformation of Indonesian law in facing the digital era and globalization.

	To be an academic reference for students, practitioners, and the general public who wish to understand law comprehensively.



1.3 Benefits of Writing

The expected benefits of this book include:


	
Academic benefits:provide a theoretical basis and analytical framework in legal studies.


	
Practical benefits:assist practitioners and policy makers in understanding relevant legal changes.


	
Social benefits:increase legal awareness among the public.




1.4 Scope

The chapters in this book will discuss sequentially starting from the history of the development of Indonesian law, its legal basis and sources, the national legal system, to discussions of law in special fields such as criminal law, civil law, state administration, international law, environmental law, information technology law, as well as the future prospects of Indonesian law.

1.5 Writing Methodology

The writing methods used are:


	
Normative approach, namely studying the laws and legal doctrines that apply in Indonesia.


	
Historical approach, to understand legal developments from time to time.


	
Comparative approach, by comparing Indonesian legal practices with international law or other countries.


	
Case approach, to provide a real picture of the application of law in the field.
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1.6 Writing Systematics
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This book consists of 20 chapters systematically arranged, ranging from general to specific discussions, so readers can understand Indonesian law from its foundations to its most recent developments. The writing system is as follows:


	
Chapter 1discusses the introduction, including background, objectives, benefits, scope, and writing methodology.


	
Chapter 2 to Chapter 4reviewing the history, legal basis, and national legal system.


	
Chapters 5 to 18explains various branches of law such as customary law, civil law, criminal law, constitutional law, state administration, international law, human rights, environment, economics, information technology, consumer protection, employment, agrarian law, and taxation.


	
Chapter 19 and Chapter 20focusing discussions on legal reform in the digital and globalization era, as well as the future prospects of Indonesian law.




With this flow, readers are expected to be able to understand the relationship between each legal field and the context of developments in the era.
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1.7 Significance of the Introductory Study of Indonesian Law in the Digital and Globalization Era
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The study of Introduction to Indonesian Law has become increasingly significant in today's era. The digital era is creating new forms of legal relationships, both between individuals, between individuals and legal entities, and between countries. Phenomena such as cross-border digital transactions, personal data protection, fintech, start-ups, and blockchain-based technologies demand rapid legal adaptation.

Meanwhile, globalization influences the formation of legal policy through international agreements, cooperation between countries, and the influence of international institutions. Without adequate understanding, national law can lag behind and lose its relevance. Therefore, studying the foundations of national law and understanding the dynamics of its transformation is an urgent need for law students, academics, practitioners, and the general public.



	[image: ]

	 
	[image: ]





[image: ]


1.8 Chapter Conclusion
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This introductory chapter serves as a gateway for readers to understand the direction and overall framework of the book's discussion. The theoretical and methodological foundations presented here are expected to serve as a guide for readers navigating the subsequent chapters.

By understanding the background, objectives, benefits, scope, and methods used, readers will be better prepared to follow the in-depth discussion in the next chapters, starting with Chapter 2 – History of the Development of Indonesian Law, which will trace the journey of law from the customary era to the era of reform and legal modernization in Indonesia.

CHAPTER 2

HISTORY OF THE DEVELOPMENT OF INDONESIAN LAW

2.1 Introduction

The history of Indonesian legal development reflects the nation's long journey in building a legal system that aligns with the character and values of its people. Current Indonesian law is a blend of various legal systems, ranging from customary law that existed long before the arrival of colonial powers, to the influence of Western law introduced during the colonial period, to ongoing legal reforms from independence through the era of reform and modernization.
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