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The Retreat







As Tim reached the trailhead, the sun was just rising. The temperature was somewhere in the sixties, maybe a little less, with heavy blanketing of snow at the trailhead. The weather was typical for this time of year in Northern New England.

     He thought about the seasons in Vermont and how they could change quickly, especially at this time of year or any other. Tim missed the seasons in New England while he was in the hot desert, where the sand burned to the touch. The jungle was not much better than the desert. The canopy of the trees held the heat below, with bugs and snakes, which could make a person ill or even kill them.

   Even the winters, if they could be called winters, were unbearable some days and even cold at night. Tim came to the creek where he caught frogs and pollywogs when he was ten years old. Growing up here, he always thought it was special, but not anymore. He saw it differently than he did before.

    Tim came to the trail's one-mile marker and the mountain's base. The path passed a dirt patch with a fire pit filled with soot and charred wood, 

surrounded by logs for seating. It was always a hangout for teenagers to have a party at night, out of sight from adult eyes. "Wanting the earth and getting only dirt. Wanting happiness and getting teenage grief," he mumbled to himself.
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