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Chapter 1 What’s Happening?

There were people with pale skin. Some appeared to have been human. Others appeared to have been elves or even fairies. But it was agreed by all they had pale greenish skin with blackish nails. They shuffled instead of walked with their arms held out in front of them. They moaned nearly constantly.

The sightings were rare at first. But over time, they become more frequent. Frequent enough that many people were starting to notice. Eye witness accounts claimed these people would not respond to others when spoken too. The pale people seemed driven and intend on one thing and one thing only.

They were always seen at restaurants, cafes, and banquet halls. Places which held lots of food. They’d come and devour all the food and then scatter as if they were never there. Yet, lots of food was gone. The places would be ruined with broken furniture and equipment all over the place.

The places tended to look as if a tornado or hurricane had hit without any warning. The police were called in of course and their comment was the same. It was just vandals. Just some kids or rather adolescents just wanting to have a bit of fun before they finally grew up.

But it kept happening. Many owners were becoming worried about their businesses. Events were getting ruined before they could happen. Restaurants would have to shut down unexpectedly. The damage was expensive due to repair and the loss of customers was even worse for some of these restaurant owners. The customers weren’t happy when their favorite restaurants were shut down without warning. They didn’t know what to do with the change in plans.

Something needed to be done and done quickly. But the police wouldn’t do much. They gave it a low priority. Yet, something didn’t seem entirely right about the sightings.

Who were behind them? What did they want? Where were all these sickly looking people coming from? Was it one person? Or several? More questions than answers were being brought up by the sightings. People were documenting what was happening. But too many key points were missing from their broadcasts and their writings.

Zeta blinked at her screen. Something was happening. She knew her friends Julian and Zelda would be able to figure out. But they weren’t home at the moment. She knew her friends were at their office wondering if and when they would be fired for asking and receiving help from a Guardian werewolf on their last case.

Zeta sighed. Sometimes she worried about her friends. She was glad they lived on her property with her. It was great that they all had their personal space too. And they had met by accident. Or at least it had seemed like an accident at the time. Zeta was doing a ghostwriting gig. Her client had warned her to get out and she had left him.

But then she was caught by Julian because she couldn’t run. She was a suspect in that case. She sighed. Julian had scared her badly when she had first met him. Sometimes he still did. But he wasn’t really anything to be afraid of. He was her friend. He had proven that to her everyday.

He did use her kitchen and bathroom at times. When he needed the bathroom in the middle of the night and she was asleep, he was as quiet as he could be. He’d apologize if he ever woke her up. He had never gone into her room or into her bed. Sometimes she wondered if he wanted to get under the covers with her. Yet, he never said or did anything.

Zeta rubbed her eyes. She felt conflicted. She liked having Julian as a friend, but sometimes she wanted to be in his arms too. She didn’t feel that way about Zelda. That was a different relationship. Zeta remembered when the detectives had saved her from the murderer. Julian took her hand and had his arms around her waist as they flew away on his hoverboard.

She was missing his arms around her waist right now, but wasn’t sure it was a good idea to tell him. What if he would try something else? She shook her head. She stood up and left her notes on her desk. She turned around to heat up some water on her stove. She just needed a cup of tea. Then she could get back to work.

She did her best to stop thinking of Julian and how she felt about him. It didn’t take long to get the tea ready for drinking.

It didn’t help her stop thinking about Julian. She sighed as she drank her tea and looked out the window. Her friends weren’t going to be home until it was time for dinner. She sat back down at her desk. She set her mug down and looked over her notes again.

What were these people who were attacking the local restaurants and the banquet halls? She sighed. She knew they had to have a name. Was it some sort of illness? Was it treatable? More questions and still no answers. She wrote down her questions on her tablet computer. These notes were something she wanted to tell her friends once they got home.


Chapter 2 Fired

Julian and Zelda were sitting in their tiny office when their superiors arrived in full force. The two detectives glanced at each other and back at their superiors.

Julian smiled as he said, “To what do we owe this pleasure of your combined presence?”

One of the superiors cleared their throat. “You know why we’re here.”

Both feigned innocence.

“Very well. You shouldn’t have asked the Guardians for help. Especially a werewolf Guardian. You know they are a fairy tale meant to make us look bad.”
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