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ANNOUNCING WHAT IS TRUE IN CHRIST
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Ultimately and most simply, “spiritual warfare” is to proclaim the good news. In one sentence: Christ is King, who has inaugurated by his resurrection the eternal new-creation of shalom, and has united the nations under His saving Lordship, having rescued us from the principalities and powers, spoiling them by the cross—where all our sins were taken out of our way and forgiven (Col. 2:9–15). This is a true reality that has now been established in Christ, and ‘spiritual warfare’ is to announce and spread the news abroad. We proclaim it so that people can hear and come to know and declare this truth themselves, spreading the Kingdom reality of rescued citizens in a new order of peace, hope, joy and overflowing love.

We are simply announcing what is already true: through Christ, God won back the nations and dethroned the defunct divine council members, and calls all people into loyalty to the Christ, the resurrected Son of God. Allegiance to Christ is allegiance to Yahweh, our Father in Christ. Through union with Christ in His death, resurrection and ascension, we have been brought out from under the authority and power of the principalities, and have been lifted above them to inherit their thrones (Col. 2:10, 15).

You can understand why this would mean spiritual warfare in a world long held in the grasp of dark forces now officially defeated. Those defeated forces hope that no one will hear the news and enforce it. It is after this gospel has gone out to all peoples that ‘the restrainer’ will be taken out of the way so that all oppositional darkness will manifest into one new character on the scene: ‘Mr. Retaliation’ himself. Spoiler alert: the retaliating Satan-man will be defeated and destroyed by Christ’s Spirit and brightness (2Thes. 2:6–8).
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THE LAST DECEPTION
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At the cross of Christ, the dragon was delivered his fatal blow. As his expiry date approaches, he plans to take with him and destroy as many of God’s precious ones as he can. In fact, in his remaining time before the end of the age when Christ is revealed in full glory, the ancient serpent is planning to usurp God’s creation and find a way to escape his demise. His only hope for this rests solely upon his success at deceiving the creatures made in God’s image; the ones that God gave the earth for reigning in. 

Holding influence in the human world only by deception (for all things have been healed and made new in Christ), the father of lies has flooded the world with deceit. One of the most abundant of crafts in his deceitful scheme is the art of “gaslighting.” We’re talking about gaslighting society, culture and the peoples of the nations. To “gaslight” is to incessantly apply a false reality to a person or people until they break away from their own inward knowledge of truth and reality and surrender to whatever ‘non-realities’ are dictated by the “gaslighter.” This ground-breaking booklet hangs out to dry a wide spectrum of spiritual counterfeiting ploys, assisting the vigilant Christian in discerning, recognizing, understanding, navigating and overcoming the 'gaslighting' that can happen at a cultural level.

Later in this handguide, we will tour through an examination of the practical tactics of a broadly applied gaslighting scheme. For now, just know that we can overcome the most fierce and convincing throes of a cultural gaslighting grid. This handguide intends to set you up for that—but it will take a development and sharpening of discernment by allowing certain concepts to sink in. Keep this guide near you and study its concepts through scripture—and study the culture around you in prayer. You can overcome—and the bride of Christ ultimately will overcome through Father’s grace. 
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RESTORATIVE JUSTICE
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It will help you to understand from the outset of this handguide what exactly is meant where the terms “restorative justice,” “gaslighting,” and “counterfeit justice” are used.

Restorative justice is when God does justice (or judgment) in the world, whether through His people or His own sovereign acts, in order ultimately to bring restoration. The restoration is brought firstly into human hearts, whereafter the effects will manifest outward into the surrounding society, healing and moving the culture toward a peaceful and prosperous state of love and freedom. In short, restorative justice happens as God’s will is done on earth as it is in heaven (Mt. 6:10). 

When a glass of water from authentic love is given to a thirsty person, the spirit of love that is present does a work in the heart and spiritual realm while the water refreshes and revives the physiological and mental welfare of the recipient. By a simple act motivated by genuine compassion, the invisible realm and the physical creation are proven to be made one in the incarnation of Christ and His death and resurrection. That’s restorative justice.

On a mission trip to Kenya, the team I was with, being led by the Spirit, raised funds to pay for wrongly imprisoned women to be freed to return home. It was unjust for these women to be sent to prison. Therefore, to set them free and give them funds to start a normal life again was to restore dignity and justice for them. Doing such exploits by the Spirit manifests who Jesus is and brings glory to Yahweh who came to set humanity free.

The prophet Isaiah declared that Jesus silently sets about His mission until justice is accomplished, which includes setting the prisoners free (spiritually, literally and societally): 

“Behold my servant, whom I uphold; mine elect, in whom my soul delighteth; I have put my spirit upon him: he shall bring forth judgment to the Gentiles. He shall not cry, nor lift up, nor cause his voice to be heard in the street.A bruised reed shall he not break, and the smoking flax shall he not quench: he shall bring forth judgment unto truth. He shall not fail nor be discouraged, till he have set judgment in the earth: and the isles shall wait for his law. . . The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me; because the Lord hath anointed me to preach good tidings unto the meek; he hath sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison to them that are bound; To proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord, and the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all that mourn”—Isaiah 42:1–4, 61:1–2
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COUNTERFEITS AND GASLIGHTING
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Counterfeit justice, on the other hand, is rooted in self rather than in Christ. It knows no eternal perspective, it operates upon fostering offendedness, it utilizes the trades of “Marxism,” it runs on accusation, it does not point to Jesus, and it implements the tools of comparison, fear and suspicion. 

“Gaslighting” is when someone pretends toward someone else that something is the reality when it truly is not the reality. The goal is to cause the correspondent ultimately to let go of their own grip on reality, yielding all control over to the “gaslighter.” Dictating all perception and life narrative over their counterpart, the gaslighter fashions a psychological prison that degrades the spiritual captive. In the most sinister expression, gaslighting will systematically poke and provoke the mentally contained victim to make them lash out to their own social discredit, ultimately leading to their insanity. The term “gaslighting” traces to a movie from the 1940s called Gaslight, which we will examine later in this booklet. 
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A CRAFTY REVERSAL
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On a popular drama targeting a teen audience on the “tell-a-false-vision” in the eighties, a high school girl in conversation with a friend was asked if she ever felt regret for having had an “abortion.” Her surprised response in the dramatized dialogue illustrated a supposed reality where such an idea can only be preposterous. Such a ‘vile notion’ could only be the mere construct of a mean, narrow-minded, religiously archaic culture. The message was essentially that there is no harm caused except guilt itself—which can only be thrust upon us by others and cannot be coming from anywhere within ourselves. A new, misinformed sense of social justice was hereby sown—where good is evil and evil is good (Is. 5:20).

The problem with this malevolent depiction is that truth is a real thing—and the idea that was imparted through the storyline is simply not the true reality of things. The idea of harmless promiscuity or abortion can only be a mean lie to the hearts and experience of ill-prepared tell-a-vision receivers. When educational institutions and entertainment industries foster a peer-pressure culture wherein such travesties are ‘not allowed’ to be harmful, a gaslighting grid is set hanging over the vulnerable society and its individuals. As that grating grid is lowered to press down heavy on the people, each is forced with a decision: either to agree and let go of their own deeper connection to reality, or face the intimidation and take the challenging road that goes against the thick surrounding bias. Along the dangerous road through the societal darkness, the pilgrim in love with the true love of Christ must risk the framing provocations and scapegoating of a violent gaslighting system.

This handguide is here to assist the Christian who desires to detect and uncover the cultural gaslighting that blossoms today—especially its attempt to infect and hijack the Church. The vigilant beloved with their eyes on the Kingdom prize must come to understand how to stay in the truth to overcome the sorceries of Babylon and receive their eternal inheritance in Christ.
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OMINOUS AND INTIMIDATING?
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There are so many ominous and foreboding things happening in the world right now, and I suspect that most Christians don’t know exactly how to process it or what exactly to do about it. The deep questions surge, running numerous in the soul. Are we to take serious steps of actual public activity against an evil in modern society right now? It doesn’t feel safe to do anything of that level until all of us are doing the same thing together as a wise and well coordinated force. If I run out onto the battle field, will my team run out with me? Do I even have a real team of this nature in life? Things just don’t look safe for me right now unless there comes a majority of us into deep and clear agreement; unless there is a safe and formidable percentage of the population taking action together. Who is going to lead this? Who will coordinate such a move? Who is going to give us understanding, bring us all onto the same page, and show us how to combat evils in our world in a wise and safe way that doesn’t do more damage than good? Should we all just go and do whatever we can as individuals to openly oppose the evils we see? Wouldn’t that be unwise? I don’t want to get pummeled! Is it better, then, to ignore all the new evils and precedents being set, stay positive, avoid too many discouraging or frightening conversations, and keep our eyes on God’s goodness in lots of worship and song with each other? Isn’t that “being the change you want to see?” Might it be wise to wait as long as we can before confronting a rising crisis? Should we not join the commonplace mentality of our hyper-individualistic world and wait until the crisis reaches our own doorstep to affect our own lives or loved ones? Would too much outward confrontation in society at this point just trigger a final backlash that does away with our Christianity all together? Is the outward resistance that is happening doing more damage than good, perhaps due to something amiss in our understanding, character, nature, ways or motives—or the ‘spirit’ or attitude in which we are doing it? How do I do something without looking or becoming like ‘those guys’? Are we really mature enough at this point to take on the hatching evils in this clueless culture? What would stepping out do to all my relationships—or even my own inter-relational perception of who I am? Will doing something public about an issue put my welfare at risk? I want to take action against a certain issue, but all the characters in action right now look like the type you legitimately don’t want to be associated with. Where are the people who know how to take on an issue courageously but intelligently, creatively, humbly and lovingly? I need their mentorship and companionship before I put my head out there to get swiped at!
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