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        To the memory of the victims of Operation Condor,

        to their relatives and friends,

        and to those who work constantly and tenaciously

        to continue seeking truth and justice.
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      This book was born of the collaboration between Francesca Lessa, an Italian researcher and international expert on Operation Condor, and Sebastián Santana, a Uruguayan/Argentine illustrator and visual artist. It is also the result of an interchange of perspectives, information, and research studies that began over five years ago.

      In 2020, Francesca saw the short film En esta casa (In this House), created by the Pozodeagua company with illustrations by Sebastián. The piece recounts the presence of children in the clandestine detention and torture center that operated at the Defense Information Service (Servicio de Información de Defensa–SID) during Uruguay’s civic-military dictatorship (1973-1985). The site—a large house at the corner of Artigas Boulevard and Palmar, in Montevideo—was transformed into a site of memory, and houses the National Institution for Human Rights (Institución Nacional de Derechos Humanos) since 2018.

      In mid-2021, Francesca invited Sebastián to join a collaborative project involving the University of Oxford (where she worked until August 2023), the Sitios de Memoria Uruguay project, the Observatorio Luz Ibarburu in Uruguay, and the site of memory Londres 38 in Chile, to create a new open and multi-language platform on Operation Condor.

      One year later, in Buenos Aires, the website plancondor.org was launched, which collects a large number of resources on Operation Condor and promotes the right to access information by the general public, lawyers and legal professionals, experts in public policies, scholars, survivors, and relatives. To this date, the website contains an interactive map of the 805 victims of the coordinated repression program that operated in South America from 1969 to 1981; emblematic stories of some of the victims and of the clandestine centers where they were illegally detained; almost 200 clandestine centers connected to the cross-border repression and their geo-reference; an interactive timeline with the key milestones in the history of Operation Condor and the search for truth, justice, and memory; criminal rulings by national South American courts and sentences by the Inter-American Court of Human Rights; declassified documents; reports and infographics on victims and trials; a timeline of the Rome Condor Trial; a dedicated section to mark the 50th anniversary of the official founding of Operation Condor; and three audiovisual pieces.

      To produce the audiovisual pieces, the same team that developed En esta casa was brought together: Pincho Casanova, video maker and artist; Macarena Montañez, Master’s in human sciences and specialist in cultural management (both of them directors of Pozodeagua); Sebastián; and, in this new instance, the musician and songwriter Diego Presa. The group worked in constant communication with Francesca. The audiovisual pieces deal with three closely interconnected topics, with a narrative that goes from the general to the specific. Condor on Trial 1: Memory describes the historical and political context that led to the establishment of the military dictatorships during the Cold War, as well as the creation of Operation Condor; Condor on Trial 2: Justice recounts the advances and setbacks in the pursuit of justice after the democratic transitions in South America, focusing specifically on the Operation Condor’s Trial in Argentina (1999-2018). Condor on Trial 3: Truth, also known as Five in Asunción, refers to the emblematic case of the Argentine citizens José Luis Nell, Dora Mara Landi, Alejandro Logoluso, and the Uruguayans Gustavo Inzaurralde and Nelson Santana, who were kidnapped in Asunción (Paraguay) in March 1977 and forcibly disappeared after being flown clandestinely to Buenos Aires in May 1977.

      After the public presentation of plancondor.org, there was the desire to rework the images and include new ones, and to rewrite the texts of the audiovisual pieces to create a new version of the graphical account in book form, which was originally published in October 2023. The first edition sold out quickly, and with the upcoming double anniversary in 2025—the 50th anniversary of the original meeting to create Operation Condor in Chile, in November 1975, and the 40th anniversary of the return of democracy in Uruguay and Brazil in March 1985—we started to work on a new edition of the book. In April 2025, an updated second edition was released in Uruguay; in October of the same year, a revised edition including additional cases of Chilean and Argentine victims was published in Chile. The present English edition is published on the occasion of the 50th anniversary in 2026 of the 1976 civil-military coup in Argentina.

      We thus present this expanded and updated edition, which you now hold in your hands, with the same intention that has always been ours: to reach new audiences with the hope that they might join the task of preserving the memory of the events narrated here to continue seeking truth, justice, and the inalienable demand of never again to state terrorism.
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      On May 27, 2016, a federal court in Buenos Aires, Argentina, sentenced 14 Argentine and one Uruguayan military officers for crimes committed in the 1970s in South America in the context of Operation Condor, including kidnapping, torture, and criminal conspiracy.

      Operation Condor emerged as a result of a sealed agreement between the governments of Argentina, Bolivia, Chile, Paraguay, and Uruguay in late November 1975, during a meeting in Santiago de Chile. Brazil joined later in 1976, and Ecuador and Peru in 1978.

      The operation allowed these South American states to coordinate their repressive policies beyond their national borders, to eliminate refugees abroad. The emblematic sentence in Argentina in 2016 implied the public recognition that Operation Condor was an illegal cross-border association that facilitated the violation of the human rights of political opponents living in exile in South America, the United States, and Europe.
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      After the end of World War II (1939–1945), the victorious powers competed for control over the world. The United States, on one hand, and the Soviet Union, on the other, with their respective allied countries, promoted different visions of politics and economics—the United States with a capitalist model, and the Soviet Union with a communist and socialist project.

      This confrontation between the United States and the Soviet Union—the Cold War—began in the late 1940s and ended in 1991.

      During these decades, South America was under the sphere of influence of the United States.

      Beginning in the 1950s, anti-communism became a key element of the US government’s policies in the context of the struggle over world hegemony between the United States and the Soviet Union.

      In those years, the United States started promoting the National Security Doctrine, which inspired the philosophy and operations of Latin America’s armed forces and dictatorships for many years.

      This doctrine entails a number of concepts regarding the state, development, counterinsurgent war, and, in particular, security. Achieving national security became the fundamental objective that overshadowed all other concerns—including respect for human rights. In addition, the doctrine linked an anti-communist posture and the fear of an internal enemy to the defense of Western Christian values.
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      Since its creation in 1946, the United States’ Western Hemisphere Institute for Security Cooperation—better known as the School of the Americas, based in Panama—disseminated the National Security Doctrine and the concept of combating the internal enemy to more than 60,000 Latin American military and police officers.

      In addition, US advisors were sent to instruct police and local intelligence agents on the ground. In Uruguay, officers from the United States’ Office of Public Safety helped create and coordinate the intelligence apparatus of the Uruguayan Police since 1964.

      Among the US officers based in Uruguay, the policeman Dan Mitrione promoted the use of torture and counterinsurgency techniques, training Uruguayan police officers who participated in the struggle against the guerrillas of the National Liberation Movement – Tupamaros.

      In addition to the National Security Doctrine, the so-called French School of Counterinsurgency also arrived in South America and shared the experience of the French military in the wars in Indochina (1946–1954) and Argelia (1954–1962), also focusing on the internal enemy. The tactics employed in these counter-revolutionary wars included dividing the territory to control the population and subjecting it to terror, torture, and disappearance of the people detained, in addition to intelligence and interrogation methods.

      In 1957, French military officers traveled to Buenos Aires to train Argentine military officers in this new modality of war. A permanent mission of French advisors operated within the Army General Staff in Buenos Aires from 1960 to 1981.
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      During the Cold War, the United States and the Soviet Union never clashed militarily. But there were many indirect wars, that is, conflicts in third countries that took place in the geopolitical and ideological context of the time, such as the Korean War (1950–1953), the Vietnam War (1954–1975), and the Cuban Missile Crisis in 1962.
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      There were also liberation movements and guerrillas. In South America emerged, among others, the Movement of the Revolutionary Left (Movimiento de Izquierda Revolucionaria–MIR) in Chile in 1965; the National Liberation Movement–Tupamaros (Movimiento de Liberación Nacional–Tupamaros–MLN-T) in Uruguay in 1966; the National Liberation Army (Ejército de Liberación Nacional–ELN)—known as the Ñancahuazú Guerrilla—in Bolivia in 1966; and the People’s Revolutionary Army (Ejército Revolucionario del Pueblo–ERP) in Argentina in 1970.

      Since the mid-1960s, the rise of dictatorships in South America triggered a broad movement of political refugees seeking safety. This circulation of militants and ideas fostered coordinated actions to achieve the goal of a continental revolution.

      In 1967, both Ernesto Che Guevara and Fidel Castro supported the expansion of revolution in the American continent and promoted cooperation and solidarity among armed groups.

      Some organizations, especially the MIR in Chile, the ELN in Bolivia, the MLN-T in Uruguay, and the ERP in Argentina, started to strengthen bilateral ties between 1968 and 1972. Later, in November 1972, members of the MIR, ERP, and MLN-T met in Santiago and unanimously approved the proposal presented by the leader of the MIR and host of the meeting, Miguel Enríquez, of uniting the revolutionary vanguard against imperialist domination and creating a new international organization that reflected Che Guevara’s idea of setting up coordinating juntas.
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      During a second summit in June 1973, held in Rosario, Argentina, larger delegations of all organizations participated, and the ELN joined the alliance. Finally, in mid-February 1974, during a press conference in Buenos Aires with representatives of the four armed organizations, Enrique Gorriarán Merlo—one of the leaders of the Revolutionary Workers’ Party (PRT) and the People’s Revolutionary Army (ERP)—distributed a pamphlet with text whereby the Revolutionary Coordinating Junta (Junta de Coordinación Revolucionaria–JCR) was created, entitled “To the Peoples of Latin America.”
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      PARAGUAY

      Date of the coup: May 4, 1954

      End date: February 3, 1989

      Dictator: General Alfredo Stroessner
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      BRAZIL

      Date of the coup: March 31 and April 1, 1964

      End date: March 15, 1985

      Dictators: Humberto de Alencar Castelo Branco (1964–1967); Artur da Costa e Silva (1967–1969); Emílio Garrastazu Médici (1969–1974); Ernesto Geisel (1974–1979); and João Figueiredo (1979–1985)
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      BOLIVIA

      Date of the coup: August 21, 1971

      End date: July 21, 1978

      Dictator: Colonel Hugo Banzer
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      ARGENTINA

      Date of the coup: June 28, 1966

      End date: May 25, 1973

      Dictators: General Juan Carlos Onganía (1966–1970); General Roberto M. Levingston (1970–1971); and General Alejandro A. Lanusse (1971–1973)
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      URUGUAY

      Date of the coup: June 27, 1973

      End date: March 1, 1985

      Dictators: President Juan María Bordaberry (1973–1976): Alberto Demicheli (1976); Aparicio Méndez (1976–1981); and General Gregorio Álvarez (1981–1985)
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      CHILE

      Date of the coup: September 11, 1973

      End date: March 11, 1990

      Dictator: General Augusto Pinochet
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