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Sanjay was notorious in the village for his bad habits. The first one was pilfering. When he visited a fellow villager, the house owner would stare at Sanjay until he left. When he passed farmland, people who were ploughing the land should look after their clothes and tobacco pipe in case of being stolen. Anyone in the village who lost domestic animals or something would firstly visit Sanjay’s home and check whether Sanjay was at home or not. However, Sanjay was an important figure when someone died—-preparing graveclothes, carrying the coffin and digging the grave couldn’t be done without him.

Sanjay was also proficient in cultivating lands, and he could do the work of two. Even so, no one would like to hire him because Sanjay would gamble even if he only had twenty cents. People whose terrace edge subsided were willing to pay double to Sanjay since the weir that he mended was solid. However, employers must supervise him in case of losing something. Later, Sanjay served as a bugler[1] for which his elder family member Vasin wanted to bury him alive[2], so he ran away and didn’t come back until the National Revolutionary Army liberated the village after the end of World War II[3]. Seeing Sanjay’s poor situation, the village cadre wanted to help him but was told that Sanjay was a bad guy. After most righteous people who were misunderstood as undesirable elements were redressed, the story of Sanjay was known by village cadres.

[1] Buglers often act in funerals, weddings and other activities.

[2] At that time, working as a bugler was regarded as disgraceful and shameful for the whole family.

[3] Here refers to Japanese aggression in China during World War II.
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CHAPTER ONE
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When Sanjay was 12 years old, his father died. His mother fed the family by weaving cloth. Sanjay was a hard-working and smart boy who could weed and plow seed at the age of twelve. He could also do the chores like an adult when he was around 16 years old but he was less capable in carrying a load. It was at that time when his mother arranged him a nine-year-old child bride[1] -—Damayanti who also came from a poor family. Her parents died and her brother couldn’t feed her, so she was sent to Sanjay’s family.
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