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	The history of Stevats is marked by a peculiar ceremony. The ritual, hosted by an elusive group of people, give a bizarre afterward to death—taboo speeches written about the dead and presented by someone invited exclusively to read an outline of the deceased, unenlightened, and catering to the dark side of their lives. These customs are called Stencil Ceremonies.  

	The authors often employed pseudonyms to shroud the fact that the dead were being disrespected. Participants wore masks and gathered in secretive, often obscure, locations.

	 

	 


It’s nerve wracking, standing in line at this place in the dark wood. The dappled sunlight flutters through the trees and illuminates the people in line. The mask I have on fills me with confidence helping to alleviate that nerve that keeps spiraling up and down, and through my brain.

	 I’ve always been a confident woman; in fact that’s why I’m here. I’ve heard the rumors, legends, of these ceremonies and I think this is the only place I can explain the loss of my husband. It is a release, a return to sanity. It’s my way to survive in such a cruel world of idealism, of tradition, and of what society force fed me through my years, years beyond belief, of suppression of us all, all with female biology, that is.
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