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      This book, “The Ministry of Supplication,” is the tenth book in the Prayer Series. The books in this series that have already been written are:

      
        	The Way Of Victorious Praying

        	The Ministry Of Fasting

        	The Art Of Intercession

        	The Practice Of Intercession

        	Praying With Power

        	Practical Spiritual Warfare Through Prayer

        	Moving God Through Prayer

        	The Ministry Of Praise And Thanksgiving

        	Waiting On The Lord In Prayer

        	The Ministry Of Supplication

        	Life-Changing Thoughts On Prayer, Volume 1

        	The Centrality Of Prayer

        	Spiritual Aggressiveness

        	Life-Changing Thoughts On Prayer, Volume 2

        	Prayer and Spiritual Intimacy

        	Life-Changing Thoughts on Prayer Volume 3

        	The Art of Worship

      

      God answers prayers. If people are desperate enough to seek His will, know what He wants and then wrestle to see it come to reality, it will become a reality. Hannah had a problem. Her problem was a kind of national problem because the nation desperately needed a prophet, and her first son had to occupy that post and function in that office. Initially, she was complacent in her barrenness, but the ministry of provocation, which she received from Peninnah, stirred her to wrestle with tears, fasting, vowing, more tears, bitterness of soul, anguish of soul, great anguish and great grief, until she moved God to hear her and answer her.

      In moving God to provide her need, she also moved God to provide the need of His people.

      May the Lord mightily touch you as you read this book! May it move you to abandon all that must be abandoned in order that you may be abundantly fruitful! May your eyes be opened to your potential to execute God’s will by seeing His cause, making His cause your cause and asking Him to move through your supplication to make an individual, a family, a town, a nation, nations and continents of the earth your possession for Him!

      Glory be to His Name in the highest!

      
        
        Zacharias Tanee Fomum,

      

      

      
        
        P.O.Box 6090,

        Yaounde, Cameroon.

        22nd September 1997.
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            The Barrenness, Awakening, Battle And Triumph of Hannah

          

        

      

    

    
      
        
        
        “There was a certain man from Ramathaim, a Zuphite from the hill country of Ephraim, whose name was Elkanah son of Jeroham, the son of Elihu, the son of Tohu, the son of Zuph, an Ephraimite. He had two wives; one was called Hannah and the other Peninnah. Peninnah had children, but Hannah had none.

        Year after year this man went up from his town to worship and sacrifice to the Lord Almighty at Shiloh, where Hophni and Phinehas, the two sons of Eli, were priests of the Lord. Whenever the day came for Elkanah to sacrifice, he would give portions of the meat to his wife Peninnah and to all her sons and daughters. But to Hannah he gave a double portion because he loved her, and the Lord had closed her womb. And because the Lord had closed her womb, her rival kept provoking her in order to irritate her. This went on year after year. Whenever Hannah went up to the house of the Lord, her rival provoked her till she wept and would not eat. Elkanah her husband would say to her, ‘Hannah, why are you weeping? Why don’t you eat? Why are you downhearted? Don’t I mean more to you than ten sons?’

        Once when they had finished eating and drinking in Shiloh, Hannah stood up. Now Eli the priest was sitting on a chair by the doorpost of the Lord’s temple. In bitterness of soul Hannah wept much and prayed to the Lord. And she made a vow, saying, ‘O Lord Almighty, if you will only look upon your servant’s misery and remember me, and not forget your servant but give her a son, then I will give him to the Lord for all the days of his life, and no razor will ever be used on his head.’

        As she kept on praying to the Lord, Eli observed her mouth. Hannah was praying in her heart, and her lips were moving but her voice was not heard. Eli thought she was drunk and said to her, ‘How long will you keep on getting drunk? Get rid of your wine.’

        ‘Not so, my lord,’ Hannah replied, ‘I am a woman who is deeply troubled. I have not been drinking wine or beer; I was pouring out my soul to the Lord. Do not take your servant for a wicked woman; I have been praying here out of my great anguish and grief.’

        Eli answered, ‘Go in peace, and may the God of Israel grant you what you have asked of him.’

        She said, ‘May your servant find favour in your eyes.’ Then she went her way and ate something, and her face was no longer downcast.

        Early the next morning they arose and worshipped before the Lord and then went back to their home at Ramah. Elkanah lay with Hannah his wife, and the Lord remembered her. So in the course of time Hannah conceived and gave birth to a son. She named him Samuel, saying, ‘Because I asked the Lord for him.’

        When the man Elkanah went up with all his family to offer the annual sacrifice to the Lord and to fulfil his vow, Hannah did not go. She said to her husband, ‘After the boy is weaned, I will take him and present him before the Lord, and he will live there always.’

        ‘Do what seems best to you,’ Elkanah her husband told her. ‘Stay here until you have weaned him; only may the Lord make good his word.’ So the woman stayed at home and nursed her son until she had weaned him.

        After he was weaned, she took the boy with her, young as he was, along with a three-year-old bull, an ephah of flour and a skin of wine, and brought him to the house of the Lord at Shiloh.

        When they had slaughtered the bull, they brought the boy to Eli, and she said to him, ‘As surely as you live, my lord, I am the woman who stood here beside you praying to the Lord. I prayed for this child, and the Lord has granted me what I asked of him. So now I give him to the Lord. For his whole life he will be given over to the Lord.’ And he worshipped the Lord there” (1 Samuel 1 : 1-28).

        Then Hannah prayed and said:

        “My heart rejoices in the Lord; in the Lord my horn is lifted high. My mouth boasts over my enemies, for I delight in your deliverance. There is no-one holy like the Lord; there is no-one besides you; there is no Rock like our God. Do not keep talking so proudly or let your mouth speak such arrogance, for the Lord is a God who knows, and by him deeds are weighed. The bows of the warriors are broken, but those who stumbled are armed with strength. Those who were full hire themselves out for food, but those who were hungry hunger no more. She who was barren has borne seven children, but she who has had many sons pines away. The Lord brings death and makes alive; he brings down to the grave and raises up. The Lord sends poverty and wealth; he humbles and he exalts. He raises the poor from the dust and lifts the needy from the ash heap; he seats them with princes and has them inherit a throne of honour. For the foundations of the earth are the Lord’s; upon them he has set the world. He will guard the feet of his saints, but the wicked will be silenced in darkness. It is not by strength that one prevails; those who oppose the Lord will be shattered. He will thunder against them from heaven; the Lord will judge the ends of the earth. He will give strength to his king and exalt the horn of his anointed” (1 Samuel 2:1-10).
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        One must settle down in the Lord’s presence before one can touch the Throne. It is in the stillness of the Holiest that the Father speaks. It is when we are quiet that the Holy Spirit prays through us. In order to have such definite prayer meetings for revival, Christians must be willing to sacrifice social pleasantries, and the comforts of life, including even sleep, and to lay aside everything that would hinder them in having these trysts with God.

        James A. Steward

      

        

      

      
        
        
        No one can become a real praying soul unless intense application is the price. I am convinced the difference between the saints like Wesley, Fletcher, Brainerd, Bramwell, Bounds and ourselves is energy, perseverance - invincible determination to prevail with God or die in the attempt.

        The author

      

        

      

      
        
        
        Prayer is the calling upon God to do that which man cannot do on his own. What man can go ahead and do without dependence on God manifested through prayer is of no consequence. It is the fruit of man’s will, thoughts and feelings and, because these are all flesh, it is obvious that prayerlessness leads to the work of the flesh.

        The author

      

        

      

      
        
        
        Prayerless preaching, prayerless giving, prayerless serving are all activities of the flesh. They produce the products that God labels wood, hay, stubble.

        The author

      

        

      

      
        
        
        It requires faith to pray. It requires more faith to fast and pray. To seek the Lord in fasting-prayer shows greater desire, greater determination and greater faith. Our prayers for revival without fasting are too often shallow and insincere. Fasting is potent proof to God that we are willing to pay the price in sincerity, in fervour, in single-heartedness in our prayers for His rulings and overrulings, in the affairs of this and every nation.

        Sarah Foulkes Moore

      

        

      

      
        
        
        Prayer was one of the fundamentally important facets of early church life. It was the church in prayer that guaranteed a church of power. It was prayer that kept them in touch with their ascended Lord, it was prayer that enabled miracles to happen in the lives of the individuals

        Brian Mills

      

        

      

      
        
        
        The early church was formed in prayer, continued praying, and grew in size and depth as it prayed. There was such power generated when they prayed that God answered prayer whenever they met together.

        Brian Mills

      

        

      

      
        
        
        The more men pray, the less worldly they become. The less they pray, the more worldly they become.

        Leonard Ravenhill

      

        

      

      
        
        
        The life of distinctively Christian praying must be built upon solid foundations. Spasmodic, intermittent, situational praying in times of crisis may be able to rest on the immediate occasion and need. But stable and sustained praying will need to rest on something much more solid and enduring. Praying primarily based upon the felt need of the moment will be a very different kind of praying from that which is rooted and grounded in deep truths concerning both God and man.

        Charles Whiston

      

        

      

      
        
        
        Prayer may be either self-centred or God-centred, and these are two very different kinds of praying.

        The author

      

        

      

      
        
        
        Let us seek to lay a firm, deep, Biblical base upon which Christian praying may be built. Let us begin by turning away from ourselves to Jesus Christ, the Man of prayer. He will teach us to pray and He will lead us into prayer and grant us to succeed in praying.

        The author

      

        

      

      
        
        
        Ask for what you need now and, as a rule, keep to present needs; ask for your daily bread — what you want now — ask for that. Ask for it plainly, as before God, Who does not regard your fine expressions, and to Whom your eloquence and oratory will be less than nothing and vanity. Thou art before the Lord; let thy words be few, but let thy heart be fervent

        Charles H. Spurgeon

      

        

      

      
        
        
        There should be a looking round the blessing which you desire to see if it is assuredly a fitting thing to ask; for some prayers would never be offered if men did but think. A little reflection would show us that some things which we desire were better left alone. We may, moreover, have a motive at the bottom of our desire which is not Christ-like, a selfish motive, which forgets God’s glory and caters only for our own ease and comfort. Although we may ask for things which are for our profit, yet still we must never let our profit interfere in any way with the glory of God

        Charles H. Spurgeon

      

        

      

      
        
        
        Prayer is an act which only the Holy Spirit can teach us. He is the Giver of all prayer. Pray for prayer — pray till you can pray; pray to be helped to pray, and give not up praying because thou canst not pray, for it is when thou thinkest thou cannot pray that thou art most praying

        Charles H. Spurgeon

      

        

      

      
        
        
        The best prayers I have ever heard in our prayer meetings have been those which have been full of arguments. Sometimes my soul has been fairly melted down when I have listened to brethren who have come before God feeling the mercy seat was really needed, and that they must have it; for they first pleaded with God to give it for this reason, and then for a second, and then for a third, and then for a fourth and a fifth, until they have awakened the fervency of the entire assembly.

        Charles H. Spurgeon

      

        

      

      
        
        
        If God’s mercies came to us unasked, they would not be half so useful as they are now, when they have to be sought for; for now we get a double blessing, a blessing in the obtaining, and a blessing in the seeking. The very act of prayer is a blessing. To pray is as if it were to bathe oneself in a cool purling stream, and so to escape from the heat of earth’s summer sun. To pray is to mount on eagle’s wings above the clouds and get into the clear heaven where God dwelleth. To pray is to enter the treasure-house of God and to enrich oneself out of an inexhaustible storehouse. To pray is to grasp heaven in one’s arms, to embrace the Deity within one’s soul, and to feed one’s body that has been made a temple of the Holy Spirit. Apart from the answer, prayer is itself a benediction. To pray, my brethren, is to cast off your burdens, it is to tear away your rags, it is to shake off your diseases, it is to be filled with spiritual vigour, it is to reach the highest point of Christian health.

        Charles H. Spurgeon, “12 Sermons on Prayer” Maranatha Publications, Benin City, Nigeria

      

        

      

      
        
        
        True prayer is an approach of the soul by the Spirit of God to the throne of God.

        Spurgeon

      

        

      

      
        
        
        God rules the world just as He rules the church by prayer

        E.M. Bounds

      

        

      

      
        
        
        Nothing is more important to God than prayer in dealing with mankind. But it is likewise all-important to man to pray

        E.M. Bounds

      

        

      

      
        
        
        Man must pray to God if love for God is to exist. Faith, hope and patience, and all the strong, beautiful, vital forces of piety are withered and dead in a prayerless life. The life of the individual believer, his personal salvation, and personal Christian graces have their being, bloom and fruitage in prayer

        E.M. Bounds

      

        

      

      
        
        
        Prayer concerns God, whose purposes and plans are conditioned on prayer. His will and His glory are bound up in prayer. The days of God’s splendour and renown have always been great days of prayer. God’s great movements in this world have been conditioned on, continued and fashioned by prayer. God has put Himself in these great movements just as men have prayed. Present, prevailing, conspicuous and mastering prayer has always brought God to be present

        E.M. Bounds

      

        

      

      
        
        
        The real and obvious test of a genuine work of God is the prevalence of the spirit of prayer

        E.M. Bounds

      

        

      

      
        
        
        God’s mightiest forces surcharge and impregnate a movement when prayer’s mightiest forces are there

        E.M. Bounds

      

        

      

      
        
        
        The prayers of God’s saints are a great factor, a supreme factor, in carrying forward God’s work, with facility and in time. When the church is in the condition of prayer, God’s cause always flourishes and His kingdom on earth always triumphs.

        The author

      

        

      

      
        
        
        It is according to the divine plans that spiritual prosperity comes through the prayer channel. Praying saints are God’s agents for carrying on His saving and providential work on earth. If His agents fail Him, neglecting to pray , then His work fails. Praying agents of the Most High are always forerunners of spiritual prosperity.

        E.M. Bounds

      

        

      

      
        
        
        The life, the vigour, the motive-power of God’s work is formed by praying men. The men to whom Jesus Christ committed the fortunes and destiny of His church were men of prayer. To no other kind of men has God ever committed Himself in this world. The apostles were pre-eminently men of prayer. They gave themselves to prayer. They made praying their chief business. It was first in point of importance and it was first in results. God never has and He never will commit the weighty interests of His kingdom to prayerless men, who do not make prayer a conspicuous and controlling factor in their lives. Men who do not pray never rise to any eminence of piety. Men of piety are always men of prayer. Men who are not pre-eminently men of prayer are never noted for the simplicity and strength of their faith. Piety flourishes nowhere so rapidly and so rankly as in the closet. The closet is the garden of faith.

        E.M. Bounds, “The Weapon of Prayer” Baker Book House, Grand Rapids, Michigan 49516, USA

      

        

      

      
        
        
        Prayer is partnership with God in His planet-sized purposes

        Herald Newsletter

      

        

      

      
        
        
        Praying is fighting, spirit-fighting. That is to say, the Apostle Paul says we are in the thick of a fight. There is a war on. How shall we best fight? First get into good shape to pray, and then with all your praying strength and skill, pray. This is the sort of action that turns the enemy’s flank, and reveals his heels. He simply cannot stand before persistent knee-work

        Herald Newsletter

      

        

      

      
        
        
        Prayer concerns three, not two but three: God to whom we pray, the man on the contested earth who prays, and the evil one against whom we pray. And the purpose of the prayer is not to persuade or influence God, but to join forces with Him against the enemy. Not towards God, but with God against Satan.... that is the main thing to keep in mind in prayer. The real pitch is not Godward but Satanward.

        Herald Newsletter

      

        

      

      
        
        
        The second intense truth is this: the winning quality in prayer is persistence. The final test is here. This is the last ditch. Many who fight well up to this point lose their grip here, and so lose all. Many who are well equipped for prayer fail here, and doubtless fail because they have not rightly understood. With clear, ringing tones the Master’s voice sounds in our hearts again today, “always to pray, and not to faint”.

        Herald Newsletter

      

        

      

      
        
        
        The great essential, Jesus says, is prayer.... The great essential in prayer is persistence. The temptation in prayer is that one may lose heart, and give up, or give in.

        Herald Newsletter

      

        

      

      
        
        
        Satan believes in the potency of prayer. He fears it. He can hinder its results for a while. He does his best to hinder it, and to hinder it as long as possible

        Herald Newsletter

      

        

      

      
        
        
        Prayer overcomes Satan. It defeats his plans and himself. He cannot successfully stand before it. He trembles when some man of simple faith in God prays. Prayer is insistence upon God’s will being done. It needs for its practice a man in sympathetic touch with God. Its basis is Jesus’ victory. It overcomes the opposing will of the great traitor-leader.

        Herald Newsletter

      

        

      

      
        
        
        A true champion is nourished on time spent alone with God in prayer. He gets his sustenance for the day, not at the breakfast table, but in the prayer closet. Prayer is more important to him than food when it comes to energy for serving God, and before he can go forth to do some great work for the Lord, he must first retreat to Him in prayer

        Lester Sumrall

      

        

      

      
        
        
        The litmus test of any person’s spiritual character is his prayer life. Real success comes not from the work we do when the world is watching, but from the life we live when no one can see. No man or woman who fails at prayer can be truly successful at any endeavour for God. Regardless of what your gift is, no matter what God has called you to do, the secret to ultimate victory is the victory you gain in secret. The most important aspect of your calling is your prayer life

        Lester Sumrall

      

        

      

      
        
        
        We are all called to pray

        Lester Sumrall

      

        

      

      
        
        
        Prayer is not for God’s benefit but for ours. We are commanded to pray, not because God needs information or the attention, but because we need the experience of knowing and demonstrating that we depend on Him

        Lester Sumrall

      

        

      

      
        
        
        God is glorified when He can respond specifically to our prayers

        Lester Sumrall

      

        

      

      
        
        
        A man of prayer is always a man of vision. The more he prays, the more intimately he knows God. The more intimately he knows God, the more able he is to see things with a divine perspective. And a man who sees things with a divine perspective is a man of great vision
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