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Nevada

“I’m trusting you, Nevada. This is your first mission, but I know that you can succeed. Ettore believes in you. I believe in you,” Blaise said as we talked in his office. The fae had called me into his office that morning. We’d got the news that Vex was dead, and now it was my role to go into the Onyx Rebels and kill them all.

I wanted to make Ettore happy. This is what I had been training for. The Onyx Rebels were evil people. They tried to destroy supernaturals and turn us into slaves. I wouldn’t allow that. 

“I can do it,” I promised Blaise. 

Blaise smiled, and his eyes twinkled with delight. “I know you can. That’s why I chose to send you. Now, you won’t be alone. There will be some other alphas going with you. Ruq, Kaijan, and Nether will be there. Kaijan and Nether have already joined and have been feeding us information.”

I nodded my head. “The Onyx Rebels have powerful people; how will I be able to hide my true identity from them?”

Blaise smiled and stood. “Don’t worry about that, son; I will scramble your mind enough that they won’t be able to discover your role in this war.”

Blaise smiled down at me. I licked over my bottom lip with nervousness. I wasn’t sure I liked the idea of scrambling my mind. Before I could argue, Blaise placed his hand on my forehead, and I felt him rifling through my brain. Gasping, my eyes widened, and tears started tearing down my cheeks as I watched memories being replaced. 

“Well done, you will be fine. Just stick to the story as we planned,” he said as he patted me gently. 

I nodded my head. Blaise, Vex, and Ettore scared me. I would never admit it; they didn’t like weakness. But I was always afraid when they turned their attention to me. Not that it happened often; I was just one alpha in a sea of many. I wasn’t anyone special. I was a berserker, and my power was my strength. My muscles grew, and I could move things that an average alpha couldn’t. But I couldn’t shift stuff with my mind or scale the walls like others. All I could do was lift heavy objects. It was why I was so shocked when Blaise came to me and told me that it was time for my first mission. 

“Ruq is waiting for you, Nevada. Do us proud,” Blaise said as he walked to the door and opened it.

I sucked in a deep breath and nodded my head. I crossed the office's threshold and mentally prepared myself to go into the Onyx Rebels and slaughter them all. That was my role. My first mission. I hoped that I would survive it. I walked down the hall of the training center that had been my life for the last ten years. The only other place that I knew before this was the underworld. 

Ruq was waiting for me by the entrance. Ruq was only four feet tall and an imp. He could vanish and reappear in front of you in a blink of an eye. It was a very incredible talent, and I was a bit jealous. 

“Are you ready to do this?” Ruq asked with a chuckle. 

I bit into my bottom lip and nodded my head. “I’m scared,” I whispered.

Ruq waved his hand and pat me on the arm. “Don’t be; it’s going to be easy. The others are already there and have set up the bombs.”

“Bombs?” I gasped. 

Ruq chuckled and led me through the door and into the waiting car. Once I was strapped into the passenger seat, he climbed into the driver's side and turned to me. “Yep, bombs. We are going to turn the Onyx Rebels explosive.”

I frowned and licked my lips. I wasn’t sure about this plan. “When are they set to blow up?”

“Pretty much as soon as we get there.”

I shook my head. “Why? Why send us?”

Ruq shrugged his shoulders. “To make sure no one gets out.”

He brought the car to life and started toward the Onyx Rebels headquarters. My nerves began to ramp up the closer we got. Why would Ettore have the bombs set to go off when Ruq and I arrived? Wouldn’t that kill us? I was silent the entire drive as I mulled over everything about to happen. For the first time, I questioned if I was doing the right thing. What if Ettore had lied? What if, really, he was the bad guy?

Ruq pulled into the Onyx Rebels headquarters and down the long driveway. A man was standing at the front doors when we arrived and stood with his arms folded across his chest, glaring at us as we climbed from the car and approached the front step.

“Hello, you must be Hawke,” Ruq called. “I’m Ruq, and this is Nevada; Louis and Maggie expect us.”

Hawke nodded his head and turned to open the front door. However, there was an enormous explosion before we even stepped into the house. The sound was ear-shattering. The front of the building exploded outwards. Shards of glass, wood, brick, and stone smashed into my body. I screamed in pain as my body was thrown across the front yard and into the car.

“Ruq?” I called, looking around the place. I couldn’t hear anything. Dust fell down around me. I sat up, but something didn’t feel right. Looking down over my body, I realized that my body was laid out on the ground. A large piece of wood was pierced through my chest.

“Am I dead?” I whispered.

“You are,” a voice spoke. My head snapped in the direction where the voice had come from. A man with a long white beard and a patch on his eye stepped toward me.

“Who are you?” I asked.

“Odin,” the man replied.

My eyes widened, and I gasped. “The creator.” Fear trembled through me. Ettore had told me how evil Odin was. He was the reason that the Onyx Rebels wanted this war.

Odin nodded his head. “Nevada, you have been lied to for a long time. Now, I can take you to the After World, where your energy will become a new life. Or I can leave you here as a shadow walker, and you can help right the wrongs of Ettore.”

A frown pulled at my brow. “How can I trust you?” I asked with a shake of my head. “Ettore said that you were the evil one.”

Odin nodded his head. “Look there,” he said as he pointed to the building with so much rubble at the front. 

A little girl was screaming; blood poured down her face. People were pulling others out of the rubble. There were so many cries of anguish, fear, and pain. I was confused by what was going on. Nothing was making sense.

“All of those people, Nevada. All those people are hurt, dying, and in pain because of Ettore,” Odin said quietly. He waved his hand, and suddenly I saw Ettore lying in bed with Blaise standing next to him.

“The explosion was a success,” Blaise chuckled. 

Ettore looked up at Blaise and smirked. “And my alphas?”

“All dead,” Blaise laughed. “They never saw what was coming. The Onyx Rebels will think they got their justice by the alphas being dead.”

I gasped and stared at Odin in shock. “They sent me to die.”

Odin nodded his head and sighed. “Yes, I’m sorry.”

A tear trekked down my cheek. “I will help you.”

Odin smiled and nodded his head. “Welcome to our side.”
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Kaki

I couldn’t move. Something had me trapped. I blinked my eyes open and took stock of my body. Pain lanced through my legs and back. Groaning, I tried to move my arm to wipe the dirt from my eyes. Slowly I could move my left had to my face and swipe at my eyes. Blood coated my hand, and I moaned in pain. 

What the fuck had happened? I was in the basement of the Onyx Rebels headquarters with Kinney and Nova. We’d been training. Suddenly the whole building rumbled, and there was an enormous explosion. Before we knew what was happening, the room seemed to completely collapse on top of us. I’d tried to run, but a heavy beam landed on me, knocking me to the ground.

I moved my head as much as I could to see if I could see Kinney or Nova. I must have lost consciousness for some time because I was still trapped when I opened my eyes again, but there was rubble all around me. I had enough space to be able to get oxygen, but I wasn’t sure how I was even going to begin to get out of there. 

Pain swept over me, and my stomach revolted. I grunted as I swallowed hard to keep the vomit down. My healing was fast, but it would only happen so fast. And that was if nothing was stuck inside me. Using my left hand, I attempted to feel down over my body, but there were so many beams and rubble on top of me that I couldn’t get to my legs. I focused on my toes to see if I could feel them, but they were numb. I wasn’t sure if it was because of the rubble cutting off the circulation or if there was more wrong with me.

Tears welled in my eyes, and I angrily wiped them away. Now wasn’t the time to wallow in self-pity; I had to find a way to get out of here. I focused on my powers and closed my eyes. I set my feelers out over the building to see if I could find another life force. I knew each Onyx Rebel’s aura. I’d spent a long time working on my powers to find them. 

The further I reached out my powers, the more my head ached. I kept pushing, moving my mind over the rubble and through each room. It wasn’t until I reached the front of the building that I could pick up Hawke, Scout, Jabari, and some of the kids. Where was everyone else? Panic gripped me. Had the others been killed? Had we been practically wiped out?

There were so many questions, but I could feel the darkness attempting to pull me under again. Exhaustion washed over me, and as hard as I fought to keep my eyes open, they slowly drifted shut until the darkness sucked me under. 

When I opened my eyes again, I could hear voices nearby. It sounded like people were trying to find bodies. I listened.

“Help,” I croaked. My throat ached with the effort it took to speak. I closed my eyes again and pushed my power out as best as possible. “Scout,” I called through the link.

“Kaki, where are you?”

“I was in the gym. I’m stuck under the rubble. I can’t see anyone else.”

“Kaki is over here somewhere,” Scout called to the others. The voices became louder as they grew closer.

“I’m here,” I croaked as loudly as I could.

“I hear you, Kaki, hold tight, girl; we are here,” Hawke said. 

Slowly I felt the rubble starting to lift from my body. Beam-by-beam light started to filter down into my face. I closed my eyes and waited to be freed. My mind was fuzzy, and I felt myself losing consciousness again.
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