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Introduction 




This book is meant for the football-loving tourist who is thinking of a trip to London. It will help you find tickets for your club, point you to the best pubs for a pre-match pint, and prep you for the songs and chants you’ll hear in the ground. It will do the same for the other professional clubs in the city, including the ones below the Premier League. 

Okay, you’re thinking, I’m interested, but who are you and why should I listen to you? 

In the summer of 2018, I jumped on an opportunity to relocate my family from the midwestern US to London. For five wonderful years, we lived in London, giving me the opportunity to visit every professional football club in the city, many of them multiple times. The first couple of years I definitely felt like a tourist, but towards the end, I saw the city as a Londoner more than as an American. This book is based on my personal experience visiting the London football grounds, sometimes alone, sometimes with local supporters, and sometimes with my family. 
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The Football League clubs of London. Map via Umap and OpenStreetMap.


The Premier League receives the (three) lion’s share of global attention, but there is plenty of good football being played further down the pyramid. This guide will help you secure tickets, get to the ground on match day, and find dinner afterwards, but it will also give you some insight into the other clubs in the city. If you love football, you’re selling yourself short if you only support the sport at the highest level. 

To take a random week in April 2025, you could have had this football itinerary:


	Saturday, 19 April: Brentford vs Brighton, or Crystal Palace vs Bournemouth


	Sunday, 20 April: Fulham vs Chelsea


	Monday, 21 April: Millwall vs Norwich, or QPR vs Swansea


	Wednesday, 23 April: Arsenal vs Crystal Palace


	Saturday, 26 April: Crystal Palace vs Aston Villa in the FA Cup Semi-final at Wembley, or Chelsea vs Everton, or QPR vs Burnley, or Millwall vs Swansea, or Leyton Orient vs Wycombe, or Wimbledon vs Port Vale


	Sunday, 27 April: Nottingham Forest vs Manchester City in the FA Cup Semi-final at Wembley





Those matches don’t include European competitions, which regularly feature Arsenal, Chelsea, and Tottenham, with other Premier League clubs occasionally making appearances. 

Everything about this guide is hand-crafted and based on lived experiences with no help from AI. All em dashes and mistakes are my own (or based on some bollocks my friends and coworkers managed to convince me were true, in which case they can get the first round when I next see them). I’m not citing sources, but the sources are primarily the official club histories, my own personal experiences, and some internet sleuthing to validate if I remember pub names and locations correctly. 

Let’s get stuck in.








  
  
The Premier League




If you’re looking to attend a match for a Premier League club, you have a few options for tickets, (nearly) all of which require planning four to six weeks—or more—in advance of matchday. The sections for each club explain variations in the process, but most clubs have three common approaches. 

One: special tickets for overseas supporters. These are obtained via local supporters’ groups and vary by city and country. Search for “club” plus “your city (or state)” plus “local supporters’ group,” and see what turns up. If you follow one of the bigger clubs, the odds are good there’s a group in your vicinity. 

Two: paid memberships that give you the possibility of buying tickets. This works great for clubs with larger grounds like Arsenal, Tottenham, and West Ham, but is a bit dodgier for clubs with smaller grounds, e.g. Brentford. One tip for buying these tickets is to note when they go on sale, including the time. It’s often around 10:00 AM London time. If you can set a timer to get up in the middle of the night, you can enter the ticket queue 30 minutes before they go on sale, and you can often get tickets right at 10:00, if you act fast. You’ll want to have your membership(s) established in advance and be ready to enter the account numbers for other members if you’re buying multiple tickets. 

Three: “Hospitality” tickets that come with premium seats, food, and drinks, always at a significantly increased cost compared to the options above. If this is a trip of a lifetime for you, this might be worth it because it’s guaranteed you’ll get (good) tickets. 

The exception to the above is tickets for the early rounds of the domestic cups or the lower-tier European competitions. They’re surprisingly easy to get once they go on sale, regardless of how big the club is. Which is to say: Champions League matches can be harder to get, but Europa League and Europa Conference League matches are usually super easy.
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The Premier League clubs of London. Map via Umap and OpenStreetMap.


There are two huge caveats to buying match tickets. The first is that matches can move due to broadcaster scheduling. When the schedule is released in the summer it will show all matches kicking off at 3:00 PM London time on Saturday afternoon. It is guaranteed that some of those will move to Sunday with some moving to Monday or even Friday. 

The second big issue is cup matches. If the team is playing in a European competition or progresses in the FA Cup or League Cup, matches may be rescheduled. This can also apply if that week’s opponent is playing in a cup match. Matches rescheduled for European competition are predictable in the autumn once the fixtures are announced in late August, but things can get unpredictable after New Year’s Day when the knockout rounds happen for the domestic and continental cups. Be especially careful in the second half of the season! Also be careful about booking flights and don’t try to cut it too close, for example with a Saturday arrival or a Sunday departure. It’s entirely possible for the Saturday match to kick off at 12:30 on Saturday, or for it to be moved to Sunday afternoon or Monday evening. 

The domestic cups and lower-tier European competitions do present an opportunity to watch extra matches, even if you are not a member. There are nearly always tickets available for purchase at much lower costs than league matches. Members can also usually purchase multiple tickets, making it an ideal time to take the family to a match. 

Another important (for some of you) fact: you cannot legally drink alcohol within view of the pitch at a Football League match, including the Premier League. It’s a law that goes back to 1985 and an effort to curb hooliganism. Practically, this means the supporters drink to excess before the match, have another pint in the concourse at halftime, and continue after the match. For the average tourist, it just means “don’t try to take your beer to your seat.” The stewards will politely send you back to the concourse. Ask me how I know. (There’s an exception for premium seats, because of course money lets you circumvent the law.)








  
  

Chapter one

Arsenal





Background

One could argue, with justification, that Arsène Wenger brought modern football to England. The former Arsenal manager not only led the club to the only undefeated season in Premier League history, he also revolutionized how players in England trained and looked after themselves. Out were nights of pints and crisps; in was fitness work, nutrition, and sports science. The fact that he brought in fellow Frenchman and brilliant forward Thierry Henri meant that Arsenal had a golden spell in the early 00s, regularly fighting Manchester United and a surging Chelsea for honors and trophies. 

The club’s name, Arsenal, and crest, a cannon, derive from the locale of the club’s 1886 founding by workers from the Royal Arsenal in Woolwich, southeast London. The club moved north in 1913 and soon developed a bitter rivalry with North London neighbors Tottenham Hotspur. The rivalry stems from Arsenal’s promotion in 1919 at Tottenham’s expense, not based on sporting merit, but on a vote when the First Division was expanded.

Since that 1919 promotion, Arsenal have been ever-present in the top-flight for over a century. By the simple expedient of offering bags of money, Arsenal lured away Huddersfield Town’s manager, Herbert Chapman, in 1925 and kicked off their first period of prolonged top-flight success, winning an FA Cup and two league championships. For you tacticos out there, Chapman is famous for his WM formation. This was also when the Arsenal tube station was named after the club. Chapman sadly passed in the 1933-34 season, but Arsenal’s success continued with three more league championships and another FA Cup. 

The Football League ceased playing entirely during World War II, but when it resumed Arsenal were soon back at the summit, winning the First Division again in the second post-war season. Things did slow down from the mid-1950s through to the 1970-71 season when the club won the league again. Another good spell at the end of the 1980s brought two more league championships, which brings us to 1996, Arsène, and the modern era of Arsenal Football Club.

Honors and Trophies

For the modern fan, the story of Arsenal honors has to start with the Invincibles. I dare say that most overseas Arsenal supporters—especially millennials—who started following Arsenal in the 00s or teens did it because of Wenger, Henri, and the Invincibles. Arsenal’s 2003-04 season is still the only undefeated season in Premier League history, though not the only undefeated season in English top-flight history. The generation of Arsenal players who made up the Invincibles also won the league in 1997-98 and 2001-02. 

More recently, Arsenal has seen considerable success in the FA Cup with 4 trophies in the post-Wenger era and ten more stretching back to the ‘30s. The tally, at time of writing, is 13 league titles, 14 FA Cups, 2 League Cups, 17 Community Shields, and 1 UEFA Cup Winners’ Cup (a competition that has been discontinued).

Style of Play 

The style of play depends on the era. From the mid-80s to Wenger’s arrival, Arsenal were known for boring football. There’s a long-running chant of “One nil to the Arsenal” that reflects this era. The style worked, but it was not wonderful to watch. Then came Arsène, who changed everything.

Wenger’s arrival at the club in 1996 saw a shift to a possession-based, attacking brand of football. Watch a highlight video, and you won’t find long balls from the keeper to the striker, you’ll find forty passes that touch every player on the pitch and culminate in a flick in the box and a short-range finish. When it works, it’s brilliant. When it doesn’t work, it’s maddening. 

The current Arsenal teams of the 2020s are not quite as exciting as Wenger’s teams were. They still tend to be possession-based, but they use it more as a form of control than of attack. When the best 11 players are fully fit, the football is still beautiful at times. When there are injuries, things can be very, shall we say, pragmatic. 

The Stadium

The Emirates was one of the first modern football stadiums in England. Built in 2006, it still feels modern, especially compared to nearly every other stadium outside of North London. It’s easily accessible via the Holloway Road tube station from the south or the Arsenal tube station from the north. Both stations are on the Piccadilly line and have good access to central London. If you arrive or depart via Arsenal station, you can even make a short detour to see Highbury Square, the site of the club’s former Highbury Stadium. If you don’t mind a bit of a walk, the stadium is also easily accessible from the Highbury & Islington station, which is served by the Victoria Line, London Overground, and National Rail. 


[image: ]
Arsenal access routes. Map via Umap and OpenStreetMap.




Area Pubs and Restaurants 

Like much of London, there is no shortage of pubs around the ground. The Gunners Pub is an obvious option, though it will be the opposite direction of the stadium for anyone arriving via Arsenal station. Other options include The Drayton Park just outside the ground, Tollington Arms to the north of the ground, or The Victoria Tavern, The Horatia, or The Lamb, all on Holloway Road. They will all be bustling on match day. 
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Arsenal access routes. Map via Umap and OpenStreetMap.


My favorite food option in the area is also one of my very favorite restaurants in all of London: Wolkite. It’s a family-run Ethiopian restaurant on Hornsey Road, just to the northwest of the stadium. It’s a five-minute walk from the ground. If you’ve never had Ethiopian food, you should definitely try it. If you have had it and enjoyed it, you will not be disappointed with Wolkite. My family’s personal favorites were the doro wat (chicken), godin tibs (lamb ribs), and of course the tej (honey wine).

Songs and Chants


She wore, she wore, she wore a yellow ribbon,
She wore a yellow ribbon in the merry month of May,
And when, I asked, oh, why she wore her ribbon,
She said it's for the Arsenal, and we're going to Wembley!


The other common chant is “What do we think of Tottenham?” It works a treat at The Emirates, but also at pretty much any other London ground other than Tottenham Hotspur Stadium. 


What do we think of Tottenham?
> They’re shit!
What do we think of shit?
> Tottenham!
Thank you
> That’s alright!


It’s really the final line and the politeness of the delivery that brings it all together. Another common chant is the club’s name, stretched for about five seconds. Arrrrr-sennn-aaaaalllll. Player-specific chants vary over time, but a special shout-out to William Saliba’s song, which is just “Saliba” to the tune of “Tequila.” 

Tickets 

Arsenal, like other Premier League clubs, has an official—and paid—supporters’ group that allows one to buy normal tickets. Unlike other clubs, normal tickets are available via ballot, so they are not guaranteed. 

In addition to the normal match day tickets, the club sells hospitality tickets. They come at a much larger cost, but provide guaranteed access, premium seats, and food and drink. 

There is also the ticket exchange, where season ticket holders can sell their unused tickets through the club’s official site. Availability depends entirely upon the individual season ticket holders, which really means it depends on who the club are playing and whether the match is on a holiday weekend or during a school holiday. If you want to watch the North London Derby, good luck. If you want to watch the club play a mid-table team from outside of London, then the odds are pretty good. 

The club ticketing website is here:  https://www.arsenal.com/tickets 
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QR code to the Arsenal ticketing website

Overseas supporters’ groups, including the Arsenal America group, also have some availability of tickets. Arsenal America runs a ballot, but limits winners to one ticket. 

It is also possible to find tickets on third-party websites. The club discourages people from doing it and won’t provide support if you’re scammed. (This is fairly typical for other Premier League clubs. I know people have used these services without issue, but it’s very much caveat emptor if you do.)

If the above options are not working for you, consider visiting to watch an FA Cup or League Cup match. Those competitions usually have much better ticket availability, though you’ll still need to have a club membership.

Be aware that the away supporters sit in the lower section in the southeast corner of the stadium. If you want to listen to grown men make fools of themselves, sit near the away supporters. This is true at nearly all football matches. Otherwise, I would avoid that area of the stadium. The best atmosphere is usually behind the goals (true at Arsenal and most other grounds). If you want to minimize the difficulties leaving the stadium, the northeast corner will give you the most direct path to Arsenal tube station. I’d personally aim for the north stand lower section or the southwest corner of the stadium. 
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