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      Anyone who says being a zombie is easy has obviously never tried it.

      Full disclosure: it’s fecking awful.

      Dying, then waking up and still being you - only now ye have this indescribable craving for human flesh - especially the gray matter between their ears.

      Oh, if ye’ve never tried brains…ye are missing out. Raw, squishy, and oh-so-delicious…Sorry. I sometimes get carried away. Ye see, brains are really all I think about most of the time.

      Being a zombie is truly an absolutely ’orrid experience.

      I should know, I am one. But I’m getting ahead of meself again. Allow me to back up and start at the beginning.
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        * * *

      

      The name’s Doyle. Doyle O’Malley. I run the pub over on Main Street in Albfest. The Ghostly Loch.

      Eh? What’s that? Ye’ve never heard of it? Or Albfest? How can you not know Albfest? It’s Belfast’s supernatural realm, one of the biggest in the world, actually. We’ve got all the spooky types here: vampires, werewolves, goblins, ghosts, poltergeists…you name it, we’ve got it.

      Which world are ye from, anyhow? Oh, Earth. The one where my kind are nothing but moaning, lumbering imbeciles. We’re more than that, ye hear me? I’m speaking plain English, aren’t I? I mean, sure, I’m rotting a bit. Stink some, and there’s a few pieces missing, but I didn’t get stupid.

      Now see, ye’ve gotten me off on a tangent again.

      I’m trying to tell ye how I became a zombie.

      Ye see, it all started when me da opened the tavern in the sheep barn.
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        * * *

      

      “Really, Niall?” Aine put her hands on her hips and glowered at her husband. She turned her attention back to the crudely painted sign hanging on the barn wall: The Jolly Sheep. There was even a rough approximation of what she supposed was a drunken ewe. “Really?”

      The barn’s only other occupant at the moment, Eoin, snickered into his mug of ale. He sat on one of the milking stools, knees up nearly to his ears, leaning on the low makeshift bar the two men had hastily thrown together.

      “Now, Aine,” Niall moved towards her, reaching out to take her by the waist. “Don’t be cross.”

      Aine stepped back, carefully avoiding a pile of sheep dung just before Niall stepped in it.

      “Shite.” He shook his boot, dislodging only a few flecks of the excrement.

      Eoin’s mirth erupted in a full-scale belly laugh.

      “And you!” Aine whirled on him, crossing the milking bay in two long strides to wag her finger under the other man’s nose. “Don’t think I don’t know this was your doing.”

      “Me?” Eoin choked on a gulp of ale and tried to look innocent. “What’d I do?”

      Rolling her eyes, Aine let out an unintelligible scream of rage and stomped out of the barn.

      “She’ll come ’round.” Niall wiped his shoe across the floor to clean off the worst of the sheep manure. “Especially after she sees the money me lager brings in!”

      Eoin gave him a skeptical look and hurriedly busied himself with drinking the rest of his ale.

      “What?” Niall stepped behind the bar and leaned on it across from Eoin. “It was yer idea to open this makeshift tavern.”

      “I didn’t say a thing!” The sole patron of The Jolly Sheep tried unsuccessfully to hide a grin. “I love yer lager, Niall, ye know I do. But did you have to name it The Jolly Sheep?” The man’s Irish brogue grew thicker as he emphasized the new bar’s name.

      “Oh, bugger off.” Niall tromped over to the barrel he’d tapped earlier for Eoin and triple-checked the spigot. Two other barrels of Niall’s home-brewed lager sat in the corner, waiting for customers. He wiped down surfaces that had already been polished until they shone in the lantern light, rearranged chairs and tables for the hundredth time, and made sure the sheep had been fed before finally settling down to wait.
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