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    Ashish jain is an Indian author who writes at the intersection of history, mythology, and spirituality. With a unique ability to transform ancient scriptures and inscriptions into gripping narratives, the author brings to life the legendary figures who shaped India's cultural identity.

His latest work, Light of South India, is a testament to the author's research into the Ganga Empire and the life of Chamundaraya. [Ashish jain] believes that history is not just a record of dates, but a guide for human evolution. When not writing, the author enjoys exploring ancient temple architecture and studying classical Indian philosophies.



    


Preface: The Mahakumbh of Peace from Blood

History is not merely an account of dates and wars; it is a journey of those souls who dared to turn the tide of time. ‘Blood and Vow’ (Rakt aur Pratigya) is one such saga, based on the life of the great South Indian commander and Prime Minister, Chavundaraya. This story transports us to the 10th century—an era where, amidst the clashing of swords and the hunger for empires, a warrior seeks the ‘Buddha’ within himself.

This book chronicles the transformation of Chavundaraya, who stands as ‘Veer Martand’ against the Pallavas and the cruel Pandya kings, but eventually immerses himself in the ocean of compassion to become ‘Gomat.’ Spanning from the defense of the Ganga Dynasty to the mystical seas of Gomantak and the divine city of Podanpur, this journey leads the reader into a world of valor, adventure, love, and ultimate sacrifice, where the line between miracle and truth begins to blur.

This is not just a biography; it is the story of every individual who, amidst the battles of their own life, seeks to instill a permanent statue of ‘Gommateshwara’—a monument of eternal peace.

Acknowledgement: The Confluence of Faith and Creation

The creation of this saga would not have been possible without the blessings of our ancestors, who left behind their legacy in the form of inscriptions and architectural marvels.

First and foremost, I am deeply grateful to the ancient Jain monks and historians whose texts inspired me to revive the fading history of a legendary personality like Chavundaraya. I am forever indebted to the sacred land of Shravanabelagola and the shores of Gomantak, where this story still feels alive in the very air.

A special thanks to my readers and mentors who helped me maintain the delicate balance between historical authenticity and narrative thrill in every chapter. The definition of sacrifice portrayed through characters like Chavundaraya’s wife, 'Ajita,' is dedicated to all those silent sacrifices that have been lost in the folds of history.

Finally, this book is a tribute to those
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Epilogue: Indelible Footprints on the Slab of Time

Thousands of years have passed. Empires came and mingled with the dust. The arrogance of the Pandya kings and the cruelty of Udayan are now only a part of old stories. But that 57-foot-high naked statue standing on the peak of Vindhyagiri still stands with the same calm smile, as Chamundaraya had seen it in the divine light of Podanpur. 

The 'pillar of victory' that Chamundaraya established invisibly on the coast of Gomantak is still protecting the cultural and spiritual boundaries of India. His title 'Gomat' is not just a name today, but a global symbol of non-violence and creation. This story teaches us that true victory is not that which is achieved by shedding blood, but that which can sow the seed of peace and compassion in the hearts of future generations.

As long as the mantras of Mahamastakabhisheka resonate in Shravanabelagola and as long as the sea of Konkan touches the shore with its waves, the saga of 'Veer Martand' Chamundaraya and the 'God' created by him will live on. Stones can die, but a warrior's pledge taken for the welfare of humanity never dies. 
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Key Characters


●  Chamundaraya (Veer Martand/Gomat): The central protagonist of the story. A legendary general and statesman who transitions from the horrors of war to the path of peace and creation.

●  Ajita: Chamundaraya's wife. She is the symbol of love and dignity, who gracefully bids farewell to her husband for his noble mission.

●  Sat Bhadra (The Illusory Vidyadhar): The powerful guardian and mystic (Tantrik) of the Sahyadri peaks. As the protector of the gates of Podanpur, he subjects Chamundaraya to rigorous trials using his illusions and 'stone demons.' His ego eventually clashes with Chamundaraya’s spiritual willpower.

●  King Rachamalla: The just ruler of the Ganga Dynasty and a friend to Chamundaraya, for whom Chamundaraya won many battles.

●  Rajmata Kalala Devi: Chamundaraya’s mother and spiritual guide, who entrusted him with the secret mission of discovering Podanpur.

●  Udiyan: The cruel and arrogant commander of the Pandya King's army, who serves as Chamundaraya's primary antagonist on the battlefield.
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Chapter 1: Blood and the Vow

The sky had turned from a deep vermillion to a dark, bruising red, as if nature itself were signaling the impending apocalypse. The sacred soil of the Ganga Empire was drenched today, not by rain, but by the blood of its own sons.

The Battlefield: A Shadow of Hell

The combined forces of the Pallava and Pandya kings had formed a formation so tight it seemed impossible to breach. Amidst the trumpeting of elephants and the frantic neighing of horses, only one sound was distinct—the sound of death.

King Rachamalla, his body covered in countless wounds, stood leaning against his shattered shield. Around him, his most trusted bodyguards were falling one by one.
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