
    
      
        
          
        
      

    



    
        
          A Lantern for the Road

        

        
        
          Dita Basu

        

        
          Published by Dita Basu, 2026.

        

    



  
    
    
      This is a work of fiction. Similarities to real people, places, or events are entirely coincidental.

    
    

    
      A LANTERN FOR THE ROAD

    

    
      First edition. January 5, 2026.

      Copyright © 2026 Dita Basu.

    

    
    
      Written by Dita Basu.

    

    
      10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1

    

  



	[image: ]

	 
	[image: ]





[image: ]


​A Lantern for the Road 

​Dita Basu 

[image: ]




The morning sun darted through the wobbling wooden door, slicing the room into strips of light and shadow.

Drenched in  breast milk, Sarju  jolted awake. Hai Bhagaban. What time is it?” Her mind scrambled for memory.  She blinked.  Beti? Meri beti? Baby ...where are you?  She sat up  straight, turning the fraying ragged blanket, upending the  pillows. No, the baby was nowhere to be found. How could a newborn just disappear like that? Only her smell—a mix of baby powder and sweet milk lingered in the void.  Sarju  yelled, “Kusum!”

Kusum, her four-year-old daughter, was on the floor lying on her belly. Flapping legs  in the air she didn’t respond — too busy doodling on a slate chalkboard. Round bodies with sticky legs and arms  in her drawing were trying to tell some story. A ray of light bounced on the floor, over the chalkboard, illuminating the  floating dust particles in the air. 

“Kusum!” mother hollered again, “where is your sister?”

“Pitaji ki pas.” Kusum said without raising her face.

“With your father? Where is he?” Sarju looked around. “He took the baby?” She couldn’t believe that. In all these two months, he had never held the baby once, never even looked at her face.
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