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      The "The History of Ancient Egypt" is a series of books to tell the historical stories of Ancient Egypt, and the stories run through the whole of Ancient Egypt. This book “The New Kingdom of Egypt (Part 2)" is the seventh episode, the historical period includes the entire nineteenth dynasty. The content includes Ramesses I, Seti I, Ramesses II and four heirs of Ramesses II. There is more exciting content in the book is looking forward to your reading.
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        Carved statue of Ramesses II

      

      The 19th dynasty is a dynasty in the New Kingdom. This dynasty came as the second dynasty in the New Kingdom after the 18th dynasty in Ancient Egypt. This dynasty is believed to have lasted for approximately 110 years within which there came different pharaohs, queens, princes, and princesses. The 19th dynasty combined with the 20th dynasty form a period that is collectively known as the Ramesside period. This period started when Egypt stabilized, although at one point it got disturbed due to the change in the religion by Akhenaten in the Amarna dynasty. The kings who came before and after the Amarna period were able to expand the boundaries of ancient Egypt and quashed most of the resistances that came about due to this hiccup. These kings made ancient Egypt expand their realm of influence around the world. Towards the end of the dynasty, things seemed to have changed a bit and they had to be corrected at the beginning of the 19th dynasty onwards.

      

      At the end of the 18th dynasty, the work that was hard-fought and set into pace by kings such as Thutmose III among others such as Hatshepsut was put into test by the coming of the worship of one god, Aten under the watch of king Akhenaten. It is during this time that the concentration of the Egyptians shifted to thinking and concentrating on promoting the worship in the new religion instead of protecting their boundaries. Akhenaten was the architect of this downfall and as well recruited his son to this mission although his son did not play according to the expectations of his father as he fought to bring back the lost glory of Ancient Egypt. During this time of confusion and downfall, the Hittites and some of the countries that were conquered before started planning on their exit and even became part of international politics.

      

      Upon the start of the 19th dynasty, it was the task of the incoming kings and their viziers to have a compact plan that would see them take control of that was previously under Egypt’s control. The main aim of pharaohs who came after Akhenaten was rebuilding the culture and belief of their people especially rebuilding the temples that were brought down during the Akhenaten era. The military works and victory that were achieved by Thutmose III and his son Amenhotep II needed to be restored. The 19th dynasty as well saw many military men due to their role in shaping the 19th dynasty to become wealthy and being rewarded to a point of some becoming a pharaoh. An example is Horemheb, who was the last king in the 18th dynasty after succeeding Ay, who was a vizier for a long time. Horemheb was chosen as the heir to the throne due to his contemporary work in the military by Tutankhamun since he did not have any son to succeed him. By the time Tutankhamun died, Horemheb who was a military strategist was away for a mission and it is from here that Ay took this chance and made himself the pharaoh. Later after his death, Ay had named his son as his heir but Horemheb usurped Ay’s son and made himself the pharaoh, marking the end of the 18th dynasty.

      

      Taking a step back, when Akhenaten died, his son Tutankhaten took over the throne who seems to have hated the religion that his father had started and thus changed his name swiftly to Tutankhamun. Tutankhamun then moved the capital from the city that was constructed by his father and named as the capital, Amarna, back to Memphis and then made Thebes the religious center. He then went ahead and opened the previously closed temples so that Egyptians would be able to go on with their old religion and leave monotheism religion to the past. He made an important step in restoring the glory of the country that had been put at risk by the worship of one god. Tutankhamun had a wife by the name Ankhsenamun of who was his half-sister but they did not have any kid by the time he died, at the age of 18. Upon his death, he is believed he had chosen Horenheb as his successor in case he died without any form of complication and thus Horemheb was the rightful heir to the throne, but by the time he died Horemheb was a military mission and the person present was his vizier Ay, and that’s how Ay ascended to power and ruled until his death.

      

      When Horemheb ascended to power, he dedicated most of his energy in bringing down any remaining temples in Karnak that appeared to promote the worship of Aten or rather that was built during the Amarna period more specifically built by Akhenaten. When he completed the destruction, he used the remaining material to build new temples and inscriptions in the form of the old religion and traditions. Another big task that Horemheb was tasked with is the promotion of the foreign relation that Akhenaten had ignored during his rule. He committed himself to promote this relationship although he was unable to bring it back to where it was left by previous kings such as Amenhotep III.

      

      Horemheb can be described as a man of a mixture of the old and the new. He was a man who was in no way related to the royal residence career.  His origin was somewhere in the northern part of Egypt perhaps a poor family whose members are not known of. By the time of his death, he did not have a son, and thus he sorted to set the records straight on the succession issue to make sure that the occurrences that occurred in his case with Ay over the succession of Tutankhamun never happened again. He, therefore, chose his vizier, Paramessu, of whom he believed he was committed to his vision of redeeming Egypt as his successor. By the time he chose Paramessu, he was a military commander and he was at one point in his career Horemhebs’ vizier. He was a commoner who resided in Northern Egypt of who was not in any way related to the royal family. The reason he chose Paramessu was that he had a connection with the people in the Eastern Delta, a region that was around where the Hyksos initial capital was located, and a place where people had started revolting against the government. Thus choosing him as the heir would see the people here calm down even considering further that Paramessu had a son who was a military man and already resided here by the name Seti I.

      

      Horemheb seems not only had he planned for his succession but he also planned on the succession of his successor. It is believed that he is the one who convinced Paramessu that he should have a son who would succeed him considering he was an old man. Upon the death of Horemheb, Paramessu succeeded him under the name Rameses I. The rule of Rameses did not last for long before he was succeeded by his son. This was because he was old when he took the throne, thus he died soon after ascending to power and left his son Seti I as his heir. For the short time, he was in power, Ramesses continued with the work that was left unfinished by Ramesses especially in the rebuilding of the shrines and temples and it is during his time that the great temple of Amun at Karnak was completed. During his time, Seti acted as his military commander and he had authorized him to carry out several military expeditions.

      

      Immediately Seti I took over power, he continued with the work that was started by his father and thus rehabilitated and revitalized Egypt through adding new projects of his own such as the grand projects in Karnak. He was a gifted leader who apart from ruling he was able to groom other leaders in preparation for their time when it comes. Among the leaders who benefited from his rule was his son Ramesses II who is believed to have had certain connections with a certain leader in the biblical connotations. The only thing that is confusing on the association of this king with the biblical stories, he is one of the pharaohs that largely documented most of his life as a pharaoh, including the inscriptions and monuments all over Egypt, but none of all these documentations and inscriptions has documented any involvement with any biblical occurrence.

      

      One of the fights that Ramesses is popularly known for is the Kadesh fight that he engaged the Hittites and took a lot of proud of it at the beginning but ended with a truce after a series of wins and losses. It is from this fight that he later signed a peace treaty with the Hittites and this is considered as the first-ever peace treaty to have ever been signed. Apart from this, he was able to neutralize the aggressiveness of the Libyans who had teamed up with the sea people from attacking the country now and then.

      

      Under Ramesses II rule, Egypt was able to flourish a lot in the building works as well as trade. He was so popular to an extent that all the monuments as well as those that were built during his reign bear his name on them. During his rule apart from the success, he faced some challenges in his rule, an example is some resistance he faced in the North forcing him to move his capital from Thebes to a town near Avaris known as Per-Ramesses to appease the Northerns. Most of the population in this region were Palestinians and the Syrians, although there were Egyptians among them, to make this city inclusive and to make everyone comfortable, he subdivided the city into four parts and named two of the parts after the Egyptian deities, one to the Palestinian god, the other to the Syrian god. By doing this he was trying to make the Syrian-Palestinians feel included and thus reduce the form of aggression that they were developing. But this move appears to have been a mistake as it appears as if it made the revolution in the North, weak but made the ones who he left in Thebes stronger to a point of revolting against the Pharaoh especially the Amun priests. Ramesses II died at the age of 96 years. He ruled for so long to an extent that most of the people had died and left him still ruling, most of the people believed he was born to have that seat for himself, no one even knew about his earlier life before he was a king.

      

      Upon the death of Ramesses II, the throne was inherited by his son Merenptah. Merenptah was his 13th son and he was not the one he would have liked to be his successor. But by the time he died, he was the only remaining oldest son among his sons, others did long before their father. Meremptah upon rising to power took no time before proving his capabilities of leading just like his father. He thus tried as much as possible to align himself with the image of his father and attacked and defeated the Libyans in his early years in power and turned them to the previous sea people. His rightful heir was Seti II who was usurped by Amenmesse who thus became Merempta’s successor. The two fought back to back until they divided their rule where Seti II ruled in Lower Egypt while his brother Amenmesse ruled in Upper Egypt. Later after their death, the rule went under a young pharaoh known as Siptah, who was coregent with queen Twosret. He as well died at a young age leaving queen Twosret as the pharaoh and she marked the end of the 19th dynasty of the New Kingdom. This is just an introduction to the occurrences of the 19th dynasty, now get prepared for the ride through the actual and detailed happenings of the 19th dynasty. The introduction is just a sketch map, you will find that there came other pharaohs after Meremptah and a lot of drama is waiting.
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        Ramses I making an offering before Osiris. Ansterdam. Alland Pierson Museum

      

      Ramases I was the founder of the 19th dynasty whose second name was Menpehtyre meaning “Born of Ra, Established by the strength of Ra.” Some historians accord this honor to Horemheb but considering the years and occupation, he was the first pharaoh of the 19th dynasty. By the time he rose to power he is believed to have been an old man and thus died soon after ascending to power. It is believed he reigned for approximately two years but he left a well-laid platform for leadership upon which his son and grandson were able to build a very strong dynasty from it. Before he acquired the name Ramesses, he was famously known as Paramesses. At his young age, he saw his father command an army and it is from this perhaps he learned his skills and served as a commander under different pharaohs. He was born and grew in the North-Eastern Delta near the initially Hyksos city, Avaris. His connection to the high table and rise to kingship is connected to his uncle Khaemwaset, who had married a relative of Huy who was a viceroy in Kush. This is an indicator that his family in one way or the other had some political influence not only in Egypt but abroad. His wife went by the name Sitre, although the parents to her are not known, the guess is that she was a daughter of one of the fellow army commanders.
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