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Hi, my name is Chris. A lot of people think I'm strange because I ask too many questions. But that's OK. Some of my best friends think I'm strange, so I don't mind. 

Anyway, the problem is that no one seems to have any real answers. That's why I wrote this book. I thought that, if I did my research and tried to answer some questions myself, it could help other kids who feel the same way. 

There are sixteen strange questions in this book. I’ve tried to answer them all to my best ability. But just in case you think I haven’t, you can send me an email and complain about it at strangekidpublishing@gmail.com. 

I’d also be interested in case you’ve got more strange questions I could try and answer. 
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Chapter 1: Where do Termites live?
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I think Termites are cool. My dad doesn't think so though. He thinks that – if you’re not careful – they will destroy your home and eat your plants, since they're pretty much always hungry.

It turns out he's not too far off. Termites eat cellulose stuff, so they could eat your whole house, your boat and your sledge. If you were to put some jam on it, I'm sure they’d even eat your hand! 

My friend Ben from the US tells me that exterminators can make a successful career by trying to get rid of termites. But what puzzles me most about them is that no one seems to know where they live. (I mean, before they come and eat your house, your boat or your sledge, that is.)

My first thought was to call up a professional exterminator and ask for clarification. But here in Britain, Termites only live in Devon (if you don't believe me, check this link here). In the rest of the UK, however, there are simply not enough termites for exterminators to make a successful career from termites alone. My parents won't let me use the phone to call an exterminator in the US, so I tried finding some answers online. I started with a simple Google search and found out loads of stuff. 

Did you know that termites are amazing builders and that they ca create all kinds of mounds and nests? They are related to ants, so they’re very organized! In Australia, their mounds can be enormous. Check out this link to see one of their mounds in action. 

But termites also build nests in trees, so they're surprisingly versatile. Here's an image of a cool nest in Mexico, hanging from a tree so natural enemies can't reach it (like ant eaters and such).
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Photo by Malene Thyssen - Wikimedia

So overall, I have to say termites are really cool. They go underground and find food undetected because they can follow carbon dioxide. This is a gas that is released when wood starts rotting. But unfortunately, they only eat wood and plants. So - as it turns out – they probably won't eat your hand. Not even if you put an awful lot of jam on it. 
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Chapter 2: Can you put rocks in the microwave?
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Yesterday my mom was angry with me because she found one of my old socks in our microwave. She wanted to heat up my dad's dinner and saw that I had left it there. While she was yelling at me, I was glad I didn’t tell her about all the other stuff I usually put in the microwave. 

In school, we were told never to put metal in a microwave, because it can create an electric arc (and a kitchen fire as a result). That’s because microwaves work with electromagnetic waves that can heat up water molecules (at around 2.45 GHz - check out this cool article on 'How microwaves work' on Universe Today for a more detailed explanation.) 

But I wanted to know what else you could put in the microwave (besides tasteless ready meals) without making it explode. And because at school we only ever cover regular stuff and not the more exciting options, I decided to conduct a little experiment.

I wanted to see if you could put a rock, an aubergine, a football, an egg, a piece of dry wood, half a loaf of bread, two grapes, some gum and a bit of an old tyre in our microwave. I went out, got myself a few different types of rock, took all my other ingredients out of my room and out of the fridge and set to work.

––––––––
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Picture by Maxim Bilovitskiy, Commons License

I found out a lot of amazing things. My grapes were sizzling hot within a few seconds, but the best thing was - when they split open - they also created this very cool light arc! (I found out this is because of the gas that comes out of them. Check out this exciting blog entry on www.instructables.com and someone's YouTube video of the same thing here.)

My aubergine also exploded big time! At first, nothing happened. But after a while, it grew and then burst into a thousand pieces! It also blew the door open. When my mom cooks with them, they never explode. I guess this is because she puts little holes in them, so that the steam can escape instead of building up inside.
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