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            The library doesn't just hold the past; it breathes the future.
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For my children, who fill my world with wonder, and for every young reader who still believes that magic can be found in the most unexpected places.
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spending time with her children and dreaming up worlds where anything is possible.
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Chapter One: The Dare
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The wind whistled through the trees on Hollow Hill, carrying the kind of sound that made you wonder if the branches were whispering secrets.

“Bet you won’t go inside,” Max said, grinning as he pointed toward the crooked old oak at the base of the hill. Its roots twisted like knotted ropes, and between them there was a dark gap that looked suspiciously like a doorway.

“I will too,” Lila said, folding her arms. She hated dares—mostly because she couldn’t resist them.

Behind them, Sam adjusted his glasses nervously. “Guys, maybe we shouldn’t. My mom says Hollow Hill is... well, cursed.”

“Your mom says everything’s cursed,” Max teased. “Last week, it was the vending machine at school.”

Sam flushed but didn’t argue. He had a point, though. Hollow Hill had always been the kind of place kids whispered about—strange lights at night, odd noises, and once, a story about a farmer who vanished near the ridge.
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