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      With all her windows open and the stereo blaring out power ballads, Sally’s hand tapped rhythmically against the door frame while her dark eyes squinted at the road ahead.  Stupidly, she’d managed to dash out without her sunglasses; not very clever on such a bright Summer’s day.  She’d been working in her study at home all morning and hadn’t realised quite how beautiful it was outside.  Probably just as well really; it was always depressing being stuck in front of a computer, when long summer days beckoned.

      Deciding she fancied some fresh bread for her lunch, Sally was quickly dashing into town between meetings when she suddenly became aware of a blue flashing light in her rear-view mirror.  Automatically, her foot hit the brake pedal and she glanced down at her speedometer in dismay.

      ‘Shit, fuck, bollocks,’ she muttered to herself, pulling over onto the side of the road and killing the engine.  This was literally all she needed.  With her driving licence currently housing the maximum permitted penalty points, any more speeding convictions and she’d be facing a two-year driving ban.  Loud music, good weather and a sense of wellbeing always made her drive far too fast; she was going to place the blame for this incident squarely at REO Speedwagon’s door.  With a looming sense of dread, Sally glanced into her mirror once again, only to observe the solid torso of a navy-blue uniformed policeman approaching her at a leisurely pace.  Seconds later, she was aware of somebody standing beside her open window and she unenthusiastically turned to face him.

      ‘Great track,’ confirmed an amused voice, the timbre low and unusually soothing.

      In utter disbelief, Sally’s eyes absorbed the vision before her.  In designer sunglasses, the officer was tall and powerful, with cheekbones she could practically cut herself on.  He was, without doubt, the sexiest guy Sally had ever even imagined, let alone seen in real life.  Grappling with the volume button, she immediately turned it down to a more manageable volume.

      ‘It’s a classic,’ she confirmed, her voice a little more wobbly than usual.  But how else could Can’t Fight This Feeling be described?  ‘Although the official video is somewhat dubious.’

      ‘I don’t think the hair styles help much,’ the officer acknowledged dryly.  He wasn’t exactly smiling, but Sally definitely noticed the edges of his mouth twitch.  ‘But it was the eighties, I guess.  You have to give them a certain amount of leeway.’

      ‘Speaking of leeway...’ began Sally, not entirely sure how her sentence would end.

      ‘Ah yes, thanks for steering us back onto a more formal path,’ he said.  ‘May I see your driving licence, please?’

      ‘Er...yes.  Certainly,’ agreed Sally, scrabbling around in her purse for the correct document, before handing it over with trembling hands.  Damn.  She should have kept them on the subject of music indefinitely.  ‘And may I see your identification too please, Officer?  After all, one can’t be too careful as a lone female these days.’

      With what definitely amounted to a smile this time, the man opened his warrant card and allowed Sally to peer closely at it.

      ‘Police Sergeant Zach Coleman,’ read Sally, glancing across at the accompanying photograph.  He looked a few years younger in it; the image could be mistaken for that of a male model, but still it didn’t quite match the sheer animal sexuality of the man standing before her.  With age, he’d obviously grown into his skin.  How was it that men did that, growing increasingly handsome and distinguished with age?  It was incredibly annoying.

      ‘Satisfied?’ he asked, in such a way that Sally wondered exactly what he was referring to.

      ‘Not for years,’ she quipped.  Remembering he was in uniform, the officer managed to bite his tongue and stifle his natural retort which would certainly not have been appropriate in the present situation.

      ‘Now, Ms Anderson,’ he continued, glancing down at the documentation she’d provided.  ‘Are you aware you were speeding back there?’

      ‘I’m really sorry,’ replied Sally with obvious contrition.  ‘I know it isn’t a valid excuse but I’m not familiar with this road and I didn’t see the signs.’

      In reaction to her statement, he glanced back down at the driving licence again, studying it hard.  When he returned his focus to Sally, his eyebrows were raised and she could feel her heart racing.  She got the impression his eyes were boring into her, attempting to read every clue she was subconsciously emitting.  She suddenly felt very grateful that his dark sunglasses separated the intensity of their stare.
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