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      Longtime copyeditor Lydia Menchin prides herself in having memorized The Chicago Manual of Style and being able to focus despite distractions. But the tech company she works for still fires her, assuming her age made her unable to understand electronic newsletters.

      Lydia still reads the newsletter and finds the mistakes the new, clearly inferior editor misses.

      Until she starts to suspect the errors might just be intentional….

      “Bothering With the Details” originally appeared in Alfred Hitchcock’s Mystery Magazine, 2018, and was reprinted in Voices Carry and Other Stories of Women and Crime, 2020.
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      Lydia Menchin finished her crossword puzzle in record time, which would have been a success except she’d been trying to stretch the time out. Now her surroundings flowed back into her consciousness: the slightly bitter scent of coffee, the light jazz on the sound system occasionally overcome by the harsh buzz of the coffee grinder, the hard wooden chair that made her bones ache.

      She was pretty sure Starbucks had uncomfortable chairs so customers wouldn’t sit there all day. That and the air conditioning that was always a little too cold (especially on days like today, when the fog crept in and shrouded San Jose in gloom). They were effective ploys.

      She’d never been without a job before, and the passing minutes wore on her like water dripping on a rock.

      She’d worked as an editor all her life, usually in places where the hustle and bustle of the office flowed around her. Newspapers were the worst—people always on the phone, and first typewriters, then keyboards clacking away.

      Dayken Tech, her last employer, had been the best in that sense—everybody staring silently at their monitors, meetings held behind closed conference room doors—but by the time she’d started working there, she’d become inured to background noise and distractions.

      Lydia believed she could find a single typo in a 500-page document in the middle of a war zone with missiles screaming by.

      She’d tuned out Starbuck’s for a little while now, except for absentmindedly slipping on her favorite cardigan, a soft sage-green wool, between finishing Across and starting Down.

      Lydia could’ve gone home, but she’d recently allowed her granddaughter, Brittani, to move in with her while Brittani attended Stanford, and she wanted to give the girl some space to study. Unlike Lydia, Brittani seemed to need quiet to concentrate, and the apartment wasn’t that large. Comfortable enough for one, less so for two independent adults.

      The crossword done and the rest of the newspaper read, Lydia turned her attention to her iPad and checked Craigslist for editing jobs. There were ads for writers of various types (but she had no interest in that, happy to leave the writing to the writers. Her job was to make their writing shine.), a fair number of obvious scams, and one or two positions involving blogging and SEO and on-page optimization and so forth.

      All of the publishers and newspapers and magazines and even major websites in the Bay Area had her résumé, but no one wanted to hire a woman near retirement age when they could get some wet-behind-the-ears thing at half the price.

      Half the knowledge and experience, too, but everybody thought the job was easy. Find a few typos. Know the difference between “lie” and “lay.”

      Lydia snorted. Child’s play.

      She was the best copyeditor she knew, and she was probably one of the best copyeditors in the country. She might phrase it more humbly to a prospective employer, but she would also give examples of her expertise.
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