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March 1

 


60th day of the year (61st
in leap years)

305 days remaining till the
end of the year.
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​ March 1 Quotations

 


“Tomorrow’s life is too
late. Live today.”

— Martial, born March 1,
40 CE

 


“The truth is the light and
light is the truth.”

— Ralph Ellison, born
March 1, 1913

 


“Military cemeteries in
every corner of the world are silent testimony to the failure of
national leaders to sanctify human life.”

— Yitzhak Rabin, born
March 1, 1922

 


“Without the hard little
bits of marble which are called 'facts' or 'data' one cannot
compose a mosaic; what matters, however, are not so much the
individual bits, but the successive patterns into which you arrange
them, then break them up and rearrange them.”

— Arthur Koestler, died
March 1, 1983

 


 


 


​ Event of the Day

Yellowstone National Park
Created

 


On March 1, 1872, President
Ulysses S. Grant signed the law creating Yellowstone National Park,
the first national park in the world.

The Yellowstone region has
been inhabited for at least 11,000 years. Clovis Indians mined the
large obsidian deposits for arrowheads, and traded them extensively
as far away as the Mississippi Valley.

The Lewis and Clark
Expedition learned of the Yellowstone region as they passed through
Montana in 1805. One of the expedition members, John Colter, left
to join a group of fur trappers and passed through the region,
encountering at least one geothermal area. He described it as a
place of “fire and brimstone,” with boiling mud, steaming rivers,
and petrified trees, but most listeners considered it a
myth.

Some fifty years later,
legendary mountain man Jim Bridger visited the region, reporting
seeing spouting water and a mountain of glass and yellow rock.
Because Bridger was known as a storyteller, his story too was
dismissed. It wasn’t until 1869 that the region was explored and
the stories confirmed.

The amazing Yellowstone
ecosystem led to calls to have the region set aside and protected
by government. The Hayden Geological Survey prepared a
comprehensive report on Yellowstone, complete with photographs and
paintings, which helped convince a skeptical Congress that the
region was a priceless treasure that should be preserved in its
natural state for all time.
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