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    To my beloved wife, Wai Yin, whose love and unwavering support have been the foundation of everything I do.

To my sons, who have brought joy and purpose into my life.

To my daughters-in-law, who have enriched our family with their warmth and kindness.

 

To my grandsons and granddaughters, the light of my life, who remind me daily of the beauty and wonder of the world.

 

And above all, to the glory of God, whose grace has guided me through every step of my journey.

 

This book is for you all.

      

    



  	
        
            
            Matthew 11:28 Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest.
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Foreword
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This is a simple and non-complicated daily devotion, commentary, and Bible study guide for people from all walks of life. It is written in a systematic devotional layout within a gospel story-related manner and presentation. It aims to draw the attention of the readers to pray and to follow the pathway of Jesus as laid out in the Gospel according to Matthew from Galilee to Jerusalem. It points to the Son of God coming to seek, save, and strengthen the faith of those who believe in Jesus. 

––––––––
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Archbishop Ng Moon Hing,

Anglican Archbishop of Southeast Asia. 
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Preface
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Are you in search of the truth and want to delve into the study of Matthew systematically? Dr Andrew C S Koh's The Gospel According to Matthew is the perfect book for you! This Expository Commentary, Daily Devotion, and Bible Study Guide was first published during the pandemic of 2020-2022. It offers easy-to-understand insights from Christ through Scripture, helping readers encounter Him in simple yet interesting ways. As you read, reread, study and reflect upon its content, you will encounter His Presence within it all.

This book helps readers study Matthew's Gospel in a devotional and systematic way. It provides additional explanations and commentary using a grammatical historical approach. Reading The Gospel According to Matthew will give readers a rich and enlightening experience, similar to books such as The Jesus Bible or The Bible for Everyone. It will provide readers with a powerful and satisfying reading experience. Get your copy today to experience truth and faith for youself.

I wished to dedicate this book to my beloved wife, Wai Yin, my sons, Joseph, Joshua, Joel, my daughters-in-law, Renee, Tina, Angelina, my grandsons Isaac, Benjamin, Daniel, Josiah, Jonathan, my granddaughters Giselle, Katherine, Annabelle, Isabelle, Kristabelle, and future generations. I wished to thank Archbishop Ng Moon Hing, Anglican Archbishop of Southeast Asia for his foreword, support, and encouragement. Shalom and God bless you in your journey of faith.

Dr Andrew C S Koh
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Introduction to Matthew 
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Authorship, date, audience, the relationship between the synoptic gospels:  

The Gospel of Matthew was written by Mathew, or Levi, one of the apostles of Jesus Christ, a tax collector before he became an apostle. He was an eyewitness to the events that he wrote. 

The audience was the Jews of first-century Israel. An early date of writing, between 55-65 AD, before the destruction of the temple in 70 AD was favoured by most scholars. The consensus is on a Markan priority, i.e.  Mark wrote his gospel first, followed by Matthew and Luke. This means that Matthew and Luke used Mark as their primary source of information.  We can see a lot of overlap between the synoptic gospels of Mark, Matthew, and Luke. 

Matthew presented Jesus as Messiah, King of the Jews, prophesied by the Old Testament prophets. He quoted extensively from the Old Testaments. 

Matthew emphasised Jesus' teachings. Mark emphasised Jesus’ actions. Luke emphasised Jesus’ emotions. John emphasised Jesus’ deity. Matthew presented Jesus as King of the Jews. Mark presented Jesus as the suffering servant. Luke presented Jesus as the perfect man. John presented Jesus as the Son of God. 

Matthew traced Jesus’ genealogy from Abraham. Mark did not trace Jesus’ genealogy. Luke traced Jesus’ genealogy from Adam. John traced Jesus’ genealogy from God in eternity past.

Matthew’s emblem is the face of a lion, Mark’s emblem is the face of an ox, Luke’s emblem is the face of a man, and John’s emblem is the face of an eagle. This corresponded to the visions of the four living creatures that John and Ezekiel described in Revelation 4:6-7 and Ezekiel 1:10. 

Revelation 4:6-7, “Before the throne was something like a sea of glass, similar to crystal. In the middle of the throne, and around the throne were four living creatures full of eyes before and behind. The first creature was like a lion, and the second creature like a calf and the third creature had a face like a man, and the fourth was like a flying eagle.’’

Ezekiel 1:10, “As for the likeness of their faces, they had the face of a man. The four of them had the face of a lion on the right side. The four of them had the face of an ox on the left side. The four of them also had the face of an eagle.” 

Theme

Jesus Christ is the Jewish Messiah, King of the Jews, King of Kings, and Lord of Lord.

Outline

Matthew 1-4, Prologue, Genealogy, nativity, John the Baptist prepared the way, temptation 

Matthew 5-7, Kingdom manifestos discourse

Matthew 8-12, Kingdom miracles 

Matthew 13- Kingdom parables discourse

Matthew 14-15, Feeding of 5000, walking on water, feeding of 4000

Matthew 16- Jesus revealed His Messianic identity

Matthew 17- Transfiguration, a foretaste of Heaven

Matthew 18- 21, Kingdom reversal, parables, Palm Sunday 

Matthew 22-23, Confrontation with Jewish leaders

Matthew 24-26, Olivet discourse

Matthew 27-28, Passion, Good Friday, Easter, Great commission

Application:

Matthew gave us an eyewitness account of Jesus, the Jewish Messiah, the King of Kings, and the Lord of Lords. What he wrote is true and accurate because he was there when Jesus was alive. Jesus came to earth from Heaven. He lived a perfect life and died a cruel death on the cross to pay the penalty of our sins so that we can enter eternal life. 

Prayer:

Heavenly Father, we commit to you the Bible Study on the Gospel according to Matthew. Thank You for preserving the Gospel of Matthew through the millennium for our benefit. Thank You for giving us the Bread of Life, the Word of Eternal Life, and the Living Word. We pray for Your presence and anointing, in Jesus’ name, Amen.
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Chapter 1

Matthew 1: Genealogy
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Here is a long list of names from Abraham to Jesus Christ proving that He was from the royal bloodline of King David and a descendent of Abraham, the father of the Jewish nation. 

Verses 1-16, 1 The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of Abraham. 2 Abraham became the father of Isaac. Isaac became the father of Jacob. Jacob became the father of Judah and his brothers. 3 Judah became the father of Perez and Zerah by Tamar. Perez became the father of Hezron. Hezron became the father of Ram. 4 Ram became the father of Amminadab. Amminadab became the father of Nahshon. Nahshon became the father of Salmon. 5 Salmon became the father of Boaz by Rahab. Boaz became the father of Obed by Ruth. Obed became the father of Jesse. 6 Jesse became the father of King David. David became the father of Solomon by her who had been Uriah’s wife. 7 Solomon became the father of Rehoboam. Rehoboam became the father of Abijah. Abijah became the father of Asa. 8 Asa became the father of Jehoshaphat. Jehoshaphat became the father of Joram. Joram became the father of Uzziah. 9 Uzziah became the father of Jotham. Jotham became the father of Ahaz. Ahaz became the father of Hezekiah. 10 Hezekiah became the father of Manasseh. Manasseh became the father of Amon. Amon became the father of Josiah. 11 Josiah became the father of Jechoniah and his brothers at the time of the exile to Babylon. 12 After the exile to Babylon, Jechoniah became the father of Shealtiel. Shealtiel became the father of Zerubbabel. 13 Zerubbabel became the father of Abiud. Abiud became the father of Eliakim. Eliakim became the father of Azor. 14 Azor became the father of Zadok. Zadok became the father of Achim. Achim became the father of Eliud. 15 Eliud became the father of Eleazar. Eleazar became the father of Matthan. Matthan became the father of Jacob. 16 Jacob became the father of Joseph, the husband of Mary, from whom was born Jesus, who is called Christ. 17 So all the generations from Abraham to David are fourteen generations; from David to the exile to Babylon fourteen generations; and from the carrying away to Babylon to the Christ, fourteen generations.

Reflection:

The Gospel of Matthew opened with a genealogy beginning with Abraham going down fourteen generations to David, 14 generations from David to the Babylonian exile, and 14 generations from the Babylonian exile to Jesus Christ. Five women were included in this genealogy, Tamar, the daughter-in-law of Judah, Rahab, a Canaanite prostitute, Ruth, the Moabite daughter-in-law of Naomi, Bathsheba, wife of Uriah, and Mary, from whom Jesus was born. Matthew traced Jesus Christ’s lineage was through David’s son, Solomon, whereas Luke traced Jesus Christ’s lineage through a different son of David, Nathan. Joseph was named as the husband of Mary. Joseph was Jesus’ legal father and not His biological father. 

Verses 18-21, 18 Now the birth of Jesus Christ was like this: After his mother, Mary, was engaged to Joseph, before they came together, she was found pregnant by the Holy Spirit. 19 Joseph, her husband, being a righteous man, and not willing to make her a public example, intended to put her away secretly. 20 But when he thought about these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, don’t be afraid to take to yourself Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit. 21 She shall give birth to a son. You shall name him Jesus, for it is he who shall save his people from their sins.”

Reflection:

Mary was engaged to Joseph. She who was a virgin miraculously conceived by the Holy Spirit. Joseph wanted to send Mary away quietly but angel Gabriel told him in a dream to take Mary as his wife because she had been conceived by the Holy Spirit. Angel Gabriel prophesied that Mary would deliver a son and His name will be called Jesus. Hebrew for Jesus is Joshua. Jesus means God saves. 

Verses 22-25, 22 Now all this has happened that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the Lord through the prophet, saying, 23 ‘Behold, the virgin shall be with child, and shall give birth to a son. They shall call his name Immanuel,” which is, being interpreted, “God with us, Isaiah 7:14, 24 Joseph arose from his sleep, and did as the angel of the Lord commanded him, and took his wife to himself; 25 and didn’t know her sexually until she had given birth to her firstborn son. He named him Jesus.

––––––––
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Reflection:

Prophet Isaiah prophesied the birth of Jesus, 700 years before Christ, Isaiah 7:14.  Immanuel means “God with us.” Joseph took Mary as his wife and did not consummate the marriage until after Jesus’s birth. 

Application:

The genealogy of Jesus proved beyond a shadow of a doubt that He was a descendant of Abraham and King David. Anyone who claimed to be Messiah or Christ must prove that He is a descendant of Abraham and David. God preserved the genealogy of Jesus to prove that He is Christ. Prophet Isaiah prophesied the conception and birth of Jesus by virgin Mary 700 years before He was even born! The accuracy of Bible prophecy was simply minded bogging! 

Prayer:

Heavenly Father, thank You for preserving the genealogy record of Jesus Christ to prove that He is the Messiah. Thank You for that we have a written record of the life story of Jesus Christ through the eyewitness account of apostle Matthew. Help us to encounter Christ through the pages of Your infallible, inspired, and inerrant word, in Jesus’ name, Amen.
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Chapter 2

Matthew 2: Nativity
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This chapter is a narrative account of Jesus’ birth in Bethlehem, escape to Egypt, and return to Nazareth. 

Verses 1-6, 1 Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of King Herod, behold, wise men from the east came to Jerusalem, saying, 2 “Where is he who is born King of the Jews? For we saw his star in the east, and have come to worship him.” 3 When King Herod heard it, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him. 4 Gathering together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he asked them where the Christ would be born. 5 They said to him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for this is written through the prophet, 6 ‘You Bethlehem, land of Judah, are in no way least among the princes of Judah; for out of you shall come a governor who shall shepherd my people, Israel.’” Micah 5:2. 

Reflection:

Mary gave birth to baby Jesus in Bethlehem of Judea during the reign of King Herod the Great. The wise men from the east or Magi were from Persia. They saw a star in the sky and knew that the King of the Jews had been born. They followed the star from Persia to Jerusalem, asking the people about this King of the Jews. When King Herod the Great heard this, he was jealous. He interrogated the chief priest and scribes who quoted Micah 5:2 that Christ would be born in Bethlehem. The scribes and chief priests knew scriptures but did not even bother to go to Bethlehem to check it out!

Verses 7-12, 7 Then Herod secretly called the wise men and learned from them exactly what time the star appeared. 8 He sent them to Bethlehem, and said, “Go and search diligently for the young child. When you have found him, bring me word, so that I also may come and worship him.” 9 They, having heard the king, went their way; and behold, the star, which they saw in the east, went before them until it came and stood over where the young child was. 10 When they saw the star, they rejoiced with exceedingly great joy. 11 They came into the house and saw the young child with Mary, his mother, and they fell down and worshiped him. Opening their treasures, they offered to him gifts: gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 12 Being warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they went back to their own country another way.

Reflection:

Herod the Great instructed the Magi to go to Bethlehem to look for the young child and report back to him so that he could worship the child. Herod’s intention was not to worship Jesus but to kill Him. The Magi followed that star and found the boy child Jesus in Bethlehem. By now Jesus was already about 1 to 2 years old. They rejoiced and worshipped Jesus and gave Him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. Gold signified Kingship, frankincense signified prayer, and myrrh signified death. Myrrh is used for embalming the dead. The Magi prophetically predicted the death of Jesus. God thwarted Herod’s plan by warning the Magi in a dream not to go back to Herod. So, they went their way using a different route. 

Verses 12-15, 13 Now when they had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream, saying, “Arise and take the young child and his mother, and flee into Egypt, and stay there until I tell you, for Herod will seek the young child to destroy him.”14 He arose and took the young child and his mother by night and departed into Egypt, 15 and was there until the death of Herod, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the Lord through the prophet, saying, “Out of Egypt I called my son. ” Hosea 11:1. 

Reflection:

An angel of God commanded Joseph in a dream to take Jesus and Mary to Egypt to escape from Herod’s wicked plan. Joseph obeyed and did as he was told. This fulfilled the prophecy of Hosea 11:1, about 760 years before Christ. 

Verses 16-18, 16 Then Herod, when he saw that he was mocked by the wise men, was exceedingly angry, and sent out and killed all the male children who were in Bethlehem and in all the surrounding countryside, from two years old and under, according to the exact time which he had learned from the wise men. 17 Then that which was spoken by Jeremiah the prophet was fulfilled, saying, 18 “A voice was heard in Ramah, lamentation, weeping and great mourning, Rachel weeping for her children; she wouldn’t be comforted, because they are no more.” Jeremiah 31:15.

Reflection:

When Herod found out that he was played out by the Magi, he ordered the genocide of all male babies below 2 years of age in Bethlehem and its vicinity. This fulfilled the prophecy of prophet Jeremiah, about 470 years before Christ. 

Verses 19-23, 19 But when Herod was dead, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt, saying, 20 “Arise and take the young child and his mother, and go into the land of Israel, for those who sought the young child’s life are dead.” 21 He arose and took the young child and his mother, and came into the land of Israel. 22 But when he heard that Archelaus was reigning over Judea in the place of his father, Herod, he was afraid to go there. Being warned in a dream, he withdrew into the region of Galilee, 23 and came and lived in a city called Nazareth; that it might be fulfilled which was spoken through the prophets that he will be called a Nazarene.

Reflection:

After the death of Herod, the Great, an angel of God commanded Joseph in a dream to take Jesus and Mary back to Israel saying that Herod had died. Joseph obeyed and did as he was told. At that time, Herod Archelaus was King of Judea. An angel of God commanded Joseph in a dream to go to Nazareth of Galilee. 

Application:

The Jewish leaders knew from scriptures that Jesus will be born in Bethlehem but did not even bother to go and check it out! The Magi traveled from so far away to check out what they saw. The Jewish leaders were just a few miles from Bethlehem but did not bother to go. This showed the Jewish leaders did not believe in scripture. The Jewish leaders had a low view of scripture. Jesus had a high view of scripture. Jesus said, all things will pass away but scripture will not pass away. Do you have a high view of scripture? 

Micah prophesied Jesus’ birth in Bethlehem 700 years before Christ. Hosea prophesied Jesus’ flight to Egypt 720 years before Christ. Jeremiah prophesied the genocide of male Jewish babies in Bethlehem 470 years before Christ! One mathematician had opined that the statistical chance of just eight biblical prophecies fulfilled by random chance is in the order of more than 1 in a trillion. There are more than one hundred biblical prophecies on the life of Jesus accurately fulfilled! You can have absolute confidence that the Bible in your hand is the Word of God. 

Prayer:

Heavenly Father, thank You for the accuracy of Biblical prophecies on the life of Christ. The statistical chance of hundreds of Biblical prophesies coming true hundreds of years after they were spoken is one in a trillion. This proved beyond any doubt that the Bible is Your Word for only You can predict events before they occur. We believe that Jesus is Messiah, the Son of God, in Jesus’ name, Amen.



	[image: ]

	 
	[image: ]





[image: ]


Chapter 3

Matthew 3: Enter John the Baptist
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John the Baptist appeared onto the scene baptising in the Jordan River. Jesus appeared onto the scene to be baptised by John. 

Verses 1-3, 1 In those days, John the Baptizer came, preaching in the wilderness of Judea, saying, 2 “Repent, for the Kingdom of Heaven is at hand!” 3 For this is he who was spoken of by Isaiah the prophet, saying, “The voice of one crying in the wilderness, make the way of the Lord ready! Make his paths straight!” Isaiah 40:3. 

Reflection:

Almost thirty years of narrative time had passed between chapters 2 and 3. John the Baptist began his ministry in the Jordan river, baptising and preaching the Kingdom of Heaven. Because Matthew was writing to the Jews, he used the Kingdom of Heaven instead of the Kingdom of God. Jews do not use the word God for fear of profaning the Name of God. John’s first sentence after the 400 years of prophetic silence was, “repent, for the kingdom of Heaven is at hand.” Isaiah prophesied the arrival of John the Baptist as a forerunner of Christ 700 years before Christ. John prepared the people by baptising them and calling them to repent. John was a voice; Christ was the Word. John was a way-maker, Christ was the Way. John was a messenger, and Christ was the Message. 

Verses 4-6, 4 Now John himself wore clothing made of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist. His food was locusts and wild honey. 5 Then people from Jerusalem, all of Judea, and all the region around the Jordan went out to him. 6 They were baptized by him in the Jordan, confessing their sins.

Reflection:

The appearance of John the Baptist resembled Elijah. He wore camel hair clothing with a leather belt. He ate locusts and wild honey. Wild honey is not honey from the bees but palm dates. People from all over Judea came to him for confession of sin and baptism in the Jordan River. 

Verses 7-10. 7 But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming for his baptism, he said to them, “You offspring of vipers, who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 8 Therefore produce fruit worthy of repentance! 9 Don’t think to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham for our father,’ for I tell you that God is able to raise up children to Abraham from these stones. 10 Even now the ax lies at the root of the trees. Therefore, every tree that doesn’t produce good fruit is cut down and cast into the fire.

Reflection:

Many Jewish leaders, the Pharisees, and Sadducees from Jerusalem came to John the Baptist for baptism. The Pharisees were the conservative legalistic self-righteous Jews who kept the Mosaic laws and the traditions of the elders. The traditions of the elders were added to the Mosaic laws by the rabbi. They are also called the oral laws. 

The Sadducees were the liberal irreligious Jews who only accept the first five Books of Moses as scriptural. They do not believe in miracles, angels, demons, and resurrection. They do not accept the oral laws and other books of the Old Testament. 

John the Baptist fired a stinging rebuke to the Jewish leaders calling them children of poisonous snakes. Their pedigree as descendants as Abraham would not save them unless they repent and produce fruits of repentance. God will judge, condemn, and cut them off. 

Verses 11-12, 11 “I indeed baptize you in water for repentance, but he who comes after me is mightier than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you in the Holy Spirit. 12 His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will thoroughly cleanse his threshing floor. He will gather his wheat into the barn, but the chaff he will burn up with unquenchable fire.”

Reflection:

John the Baptist baptised the people by water immersion for repentance of sins. He prophesied the coming of Jesus Christ whom he was not worthy to be His lowest servant. Christ’s baptism will be with the Holy Spirit and fire, and He will judge and condemn unrepentant sinners. 

Verses 13-15, 13 Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to John, to be baptized by him. 14 But John would have hindered him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and you come to me?” 15 But Jesus, answering, said to him, “Allow it now, for this is the fitting way for us to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he allowed him.

Reflection:

Jesus traveled from Galilee to Jordan for baptism by John. John was surprised, but he obeyed and baptised Jesus. Jesus’ baptism was a symbolic prophetic enactment of His impending death, burial, and resurrection as a substitutionary atonement for our sins, 2 Corinthians 5:21. 

2 Corinthians 5:21, “For him who knew no sin he made to be sin on our behalf; so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.”

Verses 16-17, 16 Jesus, when he was baptized, went up directly from the water: and behold, the heavens were opened to him. He saw the Spirit of God descending as a dove and coming on him. 17 Behold, a voice out of the heavens said, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased.”

Reflection:

All the three Godheads of the Holy Trinity participated in Jesus’ baptism. As Jesus Christ emerged from the Jordan River, the Holy Spirit descended on Him as a dove, the Father spoke from an opened Heaven, declaring Jesus Christ as His beloved Son. 

Application:

Prophet Isaiah prophesied the arrival and ministry of John the Baptist 700 years before Christ. This is yet another Bible prophesy fulfilled. What is the statistical chance of this occurring by random chance? 

John the Baptist is a voice, a way maker, and a messenger for Jesus Christ, who is the Word, the Way, and the Message. Are you a voice, a way maker, and a messenger for Jesus Christ? Have you shared the gospel with your relatives, friends, acquaintances, contacts, or colleagues?

Prayer:

Heavenly Father, thank You for the amazing life, ministry, and testimony of John the Baptist who came as a forerunner before Christ. Thank You for the amazing life of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ who came from Heaven to earth to save us from our sins. Help us to know you more and more every day, in Jesus’ name, Amen. 
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Chapter 4

Matthew 4: Overcoming Temptations 
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Immediately after His baptism by John the Baptist, satan tempted Jesus in the wilderness. 

Verses 1-4, 1 Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. 2 When he had fasted forty days and forty nights, he was hungry afterward. 3 The tempter came and said to him, “If you are the Son of God, command that these stones become bread.” 4 But he answered, “It is written, ‘Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds out of God’s mouth.’” Deuteronomy 8:3.
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