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        Bailey

      

      

      

      "Oh shit, oh shit, oh shit!" I chant under my breath as I struggle for control of the beast of a car under my fingertips.

      Why in the hell I thought I could just jump right into an old stick shift convertible and drive it is beyond me. But in my defense, they make it look so easy on TV, and I was just so overjoyed to finally have a vehicle to get me to work that I didn't really stop to think about the logistics of everything—like how I barely passed the test to get my driver's license, have never even owned a vehicle of my own before, and have certainly never driven a stick shift before.

      I know my uncle meant well when he left me this vehicle, knowing that I didn't have one, but right now, I'm wishing he'd left it to anyone but me.

      I'm barely eighteen, but I've been on my own for a couple of years now. My uncle and I weren't particularly close, though he was always kind to me when he saw me, and he certainly didn't know that I'd ditched my last foster home and started living on my own.

      I've been waitressing at this old dive down by the docks for a couple of years now, and I still managed to graduate high school while doing it. Being in school and working kept me off the streets during the daytime, and I was able to pick up meals and a bed at the homeless shelter for teens at night. Once I turned eighteen, I was finally able to take some of the money I'd religiously saved up and get my own place.

      And I'm damn proud of it too. It feels so good to have a place all my own.

      But I won't have the place long if I don't get to work on time because of this blasted car.

      "Shit!" I scream again as I grip the wheel tightly and make a quick right turn so I don't miss the street leading to the docks.

      A long, deafening honk blares out from the car I cut off, and I visibly wince as I glance in my rear-view mirror at the pristine-looking Audi I barely avoided hitting.

      "Sorry, buddy," I apologize out loud to the random stranger, even though he can't hear me.

      Actually, the driver could be a woman. I don't really know because the windows are tinted so dark I can't see in the vehicle at all, though something about the stark black vehicle has me immediately assuming it's a guy driving it.

      I don't have time to pay attention to that, though, because I turn my eyes back to the road and say a silent prayer that I make it to work still in one piece.

      The wind is whipping through my hair, and this would be such a perfect moment were I not terrified out of my mind because I suddenly realize that I just cannot freaking drive worth a crap.

      I've always heard about those ditzy girls who just can't drive worth a shit, but I never imagined I'd be one of them. When I barely passed my driver's test by the skin of my teeth, I chalked it up to nerves.

      But nope. I just can't freaking drive. And this right here proves it.

      Period.

      Cars are passing me left and right, honking at me. I'm sure I get flipped the finger more than once, and my cheeks are burning with humiliation.

      Why can't this convertible's top stay up so I'm not on such blatant display? There might as well be a flashing neon sign hanging above my head that says, "Girl who can't drive."

      I don't know much about cars. I don't even know what make or model this piece of junk is, but I do know that the top is messed up, hence why I'm maneuvering through traffic in the slightly chilly temperatures with the top down.

      After several more near-miss accidents, I finally pull up to the joint I work at and jerkily put the car in park. Thank god there aren't any other cars parked on the street yet because yeah, good luck getting me to parallel park. I barely made it here in one piece as it is.

      I don’t know what I'll do when my shift is over and the car is sandwiched in with one in the front and back of it.

      I'll probably just leave it sitting here. No way do I trust myself to get out of the parking space without jacking up a customer's vehicle.

      I glance down at my phone and jump when I see the time.

      Shit, the whole point of having a car and driving was to be able to get to work on time, but I'm going to be late if I don't haul ass inside right now.

      I glance in the mirror to check my hair and grimace when I see my messy mane. I quickly twist it up into a messy bun and secure it with the elastic I keep on my wrist for emergencies just like this before I hop out of the car and hurry in to work.

      I don't even bother locking it. What's the point when the top is down and it's all open inside? Besides, it's not like I have anything valuable inside to steal, and if someone is desperate enough to steal that clunker, hell they can have it.

      Might even be doing me a favor.
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        * * *

      

      
        
        Aidan

      

      

      My irritation only increases when I watch the girl who cut me off in traffic step out of the old convertible that shouldn't even be allowed on the road. Not in the condition it's in anyway. It needs to be fixed up by a collector.

      I don't know what possessed me to followed her. Actually, yes I do. Rage filled me at the disrespect of being cut off like she'd done, and nobody gets away with disrespecting me. No one.

      If she was a man, I'd probably have already gutted her by now.

      As it is, she's just this tiny little slip of a thing with wild locks of chocolate brown hair. I watch from my vantage point across the street as she twists it quickly up into a knot on the top of her head. Still, stubborn tendrils escape free to frame her heart-shaped face.

      And it's not that I'm weak or anything, but I don't make a habit of harming women.

      And, more importantly, the more I followed her and watched her nearly wreck into several other vehicles, the more my road rage began to fade when I realized that she hadn't cut me off as a sign of entitlement or disrespect.

      The girl just can't fucking drive worth a shit. I wonder if she even has a license. If she does, whatever fucker gave it to her needs to have his certification revoked.

      I drum my fingers on the steering wheel of my Audi as I continue to watch her, still irritated. She steps out of the vehicle, and I take in her faded, worn-out looking jeans and black T-shirt bearing the dive's logo.

      So, she's a waitress here.

      Figures.

      I start to put my car into gear and pull off, but something stops me. I huff out a breath and pass a hand over my face in frustration.

      If that girl gets back on the road, she's going to kill herself or others. And while I don't usually give a shit about people dying—hell, I'm one of the biggest contributors to the city's death toll myself, but in my defense, they're always scumbags who've got what they get coming to them—something about the thought of that girl crashing causes my chest to tighten.
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