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For my Grim Readers.
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FINDING A TEACUP POMERANIAN in half a foot of snow was likely the most frivolous use I had for the Eye of Blood. And yet, here I was, grateful there was a need for the gift at all. 

The red film over my vision faded as I trudged across the yard and toward the patio that stretched along the backside of the manor. The puppy trembled in the cup of my hand. It was no bigger than a snowball. I tucked it in closer to my chest, trying to loan it some of my warmth.

“Oh, thank you, Your Grace!” Audrey sniffled and stuffed her snotty handkerchief into the pocket of her coat before taking the mini Pom from me. “She ran off before I could put her reflective parka on, and—you could have frozen to death, Sweet Pea!” she scolded the pup. It whined pitifully at her tone.

The girl wasn’t wrong. The dog couldn’t have weighed more than three pounds, and with its white coat, there was no way Audrey’s human eyes were going to spot it in the snow—especially not at night. Another ten minutes, and it would’ve been a pupsicle. She and Sweet Pea were lucky I’d noticed them through the duke’s bedroom window.

“Thank you, Your Grace,” Audrey said again.

“Jenna,” I reminded her. “Please, save the formalities for vampiric public appearances.”

Not that we’d had many of those. 

Since All Hallows’ Eve, Dante had taken us on exactly two outings—neither of which were among undead society outside of our own household. The first was to the winter ballet performance at the Nightfall Opera House, and the second to New York City, on the private jet, for a late-night shopping excursion down 5th Avenue before watching the ball drop in Time Square. 

Audrey and I had never been, but even Ursula, who claimed to have witnessed the sight no less than fifty times, couldn’t hide her excitement. Dante seemed more content by the fact that we were all having a good time together. Like a family should.
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