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Dedication

 


I dedicate this book to my children

Julie, Scott, and Brian.

 


And, to my Grandchildren

Brendan, Brett, Rowan, Joel, Adelina, Wyatt,
Raelyn,

Elizabeth and Braxton.

 


Also to my Great Grandchildren

Kadin, Leyland, Hope and Julian.

 


That they may know their ancestors.
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Introduction




“In genealogy, a single wrong relationship
is multiplied exponentially with each generation beyond the error.
Every identity that is established is simply a decision we base
upon the evidence we have accumulated. Our challenge is to
accumulate the best evidence possible and to analyze and interpret
that evidence in the most perceptive manner possible. Best evidence
is having three, four or five sources that report the same fact.”
You can only follow the paper trail with those details that are
available.

 


When I first started doing genealogy -1976-
I used the United States Postal Service extensively. As time and
money would allow, I sent for birth certificates, death
certificates, naturalization papers, marriage certificates and a
lot of other documents. If there was an unusual family surname –
which I would find in a telephone book - I would often times write
a letter and include a self addressed stamped envelope in hopes of
a reply. Most often a very cordial reply would be received. This
was how genealogy was done in the past and even sometimes today.
Unfortunately in this day and age - there are so many scams - that
people are very reluctant to provide any information at all for
those doing family histories.

 


However, in today’s world we have the
internet and genealogy sites such as Ancestry.com,
FamilySearch.com, MyHeritage.com, Geni.com, and a host of others.
Many of these web sites are free, although some have fees. Groups
of researchers are busy scanning all those certificates I
previously mentioned, and are making documents available on the
internet –and often times theses documents are free. Census
records, social security death indexes, military draft information,
and many other useful resources are now mostly free and available
if you know what sites to look at. Companies use a citation to
reference where information was obtained, when they scan
documentation for websites such as Ancestry.com and
FamilySearch.com – this helps to validate documents.

 


In this book I do not cite each and every
entry to show where I obtained the information. I do provide a list
of references in the last chapter that the reader can use if they
choose to do more research. Since this is not an academic piece,
where I would cite my sources for a thesis in a Masters program,
I’m going to just provide a trail of linage from the online
sources, and list references in bulk as I mentioned. This saves
time, and makes development of this family history much more
enjoyable.

 


Over the last 40 years hundreds of thousands
of people have taken up genealogy and created their family trees.
People have used family bibles, and talked to many family members
who gave them first hand information. Many of these family trees
have been uploaded online for reference and review. It is by
talking to a few family members, and the use of the online
genealogy web sites, that I have compiled this ancestry of the Bays
family. I have written the stories in a conversational tone, and
tried to color the time period with other news of the day.
Otherwise, it’s just the hard cold facts with no feeling of the
history the Bays ancestors lived in. The old saying is: “If you
want to have hope and faith in the future you must stand on the
shoulders of the past.”

 


In these times -2020- American history is
not taught in the same manner it was back in the mid 1900s -back
when I was growing up. Many historical things that we were taught
back then are not exactly the truth as we know it today. History
has expanded to include the North American native cultures and
others, not just the culture of European settlers. And, the many
archeological excavations over the decades… well… archeologists
have unearthed some astonishing artifacts in regards to American
history. Often times the archeological digs provide more questions
than answers.

 


As more immigrants come into the United
States we find that more family histories have absolutely nothing
to do with British Colonial America, and the westward expansion -
or the original American Pioneer spirit. In the late 1800s and
early 1900s many people immigrated from Europe in hopes of building
a new life and finding jobs in New England or other U.S. locations.
These immigrants on the whole didn’t have to cut down the forests
to plant crops, follow a buffalo trail into uncharted territories,
or make peace with sometimes very savage natives. The Bays
ancestors did.

Please keep in mind that many Africans have
immigrated to the United States, and have no relationship with the
African slaves that were brought into British Colonial America by
Spanish, Belgian, and English traders. Many Africans since 1900
have learned skills in their homeland and come to America in hopes
of finding employment to enrich their lives, and many have. I have
worked with Africans from Nigeria and South Africa who were highly
skilled and trained in their native countries.

 


I mention this because as we look back to
the mid 1800s - and before – we are appalled by the slave trade.
All researchers run into this when searching documents and seeking
answers in the past. Not all New World immigrants had African
slaves to work on the farm. If they did have slaves most worked
right along – side by side – with the slaves doing field work. And,
please keep in mind that not all slaves were Africans. The English
sold a lot of Scottish people into slavery as well. This author –
according to DNA results – is 23% Scottish. Now that doesn’t mean
that my ancestors were brought over as Scottish slaves – they might
have been, but I really don’t know that. A person shouldn’t presume
that because their ancestors were Scottish they were slaves and
that because a person is black their ancestors were slaves. Not in
today’s world. Unless it is passed down in the family as a verbal
history, or there is a simple accumulation of direct evidence that
strongly supports one conclusion, or there is an assemblage of
circumstantial evidence, there can always be some doubt if a
person’s ancestors were slaves.

 


The idea of monetary reparations for
Scottish slaves or African slaves, from a society that existed over
150 years ago, is not showing a well rounded knowledge of
history.

 


The American Colonization Society, starting
in 1816, began sending free black Americans to Africa through
“colonization”. This was 50 years before America would abolish
slavery. The society secured land in West Africa and shipped people
to the colony, which later became the nation of Liberia in 1847.
Over the next 40 years more than 12,000 formerly enslaved black
Americans, usually families, immigrated to Liberia. The word was
spread far and wide, but most former slaves chose to remain in
America – even when given a choice of free passage.
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The point here is that it’s becoming rare
for children to be able to sit down with their parents and learn
about their family’s history especially if it involves colonial
America. For one thing, the parents may not know their family
history. And, it is sad to say that those that were born in the
United States, after the wave of immigration in the early 1900s,
didn’t want to know their ancestors because they were bullied at
school as being foreigners. Then, to avoid ridicule, their parents
also changed their names upon arriving in the United States to make
them sound more American and less European. Often times it is
nearly impossible to trace a family lineage before the immigrants
arrived at Ellis Island.

 


You may wonder why family history is
important. It’s all about knowledge. There is a growing modern day
necessity for medical inquiry to help manage many diseases such as
cystic fibrosis, hemophilia, diabetes, and cancer. A lot of our
health is predisposed genetically and with growing DNA science it
might soon be avoided.

 


Family history is also essential for
preserving cultural heritage. And it is interesting to note that
scientists have established that with family studies and analyses
that 40 percent of a person’s personality can be attributed to
genetic factors. Our ancestors do live inside each of us.

 


I am deeply saddened that my children’s
mother passed on when they were very young. Nor did my children
have an opportunity to learn about their ancestors from their
grandfather Lewis Bays. This author did show an interest in the
Bays family genealogy when I began the hobby back in 1976. I
remember many things that Lewis told me and had an opportunity to
travel to Greenup, Kentucky, to meet many of his cousins and
family.


Chapter 1

 Lewis Bays

 


1925 – 2012
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Lewis Bays was born Wednesday, November 25th
of 1925, at home by a mid-wife, in the town of Greenup, Greenup
County, in Kentucky. He was the first born son of Floyd Lewis Bays
and Ethel Goldie nee Boggs.

 


At the age of 17 Lewis enlisted in the
United States Navy. His military registration card indicates his
birth date of June 1 of 1925, but Lewis told this author that he
just didn’t want to wait for his birthday in November. World War II
was on and he didn’t want to wait five months to enlist. Lewis made
a career in the U.S. Navy and served from June of 1943 until
October of 1972 for just over 30 years.
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