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​Introduction

God gave ministries and gifts to the Church
for its edification and growth. Understanding of these ministries
and gifts is important to their administration and acceptance.

In the Comparative Ministry Study Series, an
analysis of the ministry gifts and how they function together is
presented. It is our prayer that this will aid the believer in
receiving these gifts with understanding.

In this publication

Since apostles and prophets are foundational
to the church, it is important to understand these offices and how
they work together

In this book, we will discover:

1) The Apostolic and Prophetic Offices

2) Similarities of the offices

3) Difference between the offices

4) How the offices work together

5) Apostolic and prophetic goals.

It is our prayer that the information
presented will develop a greater understanding of how these offices
complement one another in the Church. *****



​Chapter 1

No Other Foundation

Anyone involved in construction knows the
most important part of the building is the foundation. Changes can
be made to a building at any time, but the foundation must be
solid. Walls, ceilings, and fixtures are exchanged frequently, but
the foundation is created to last. God is the ultimate architect.
Through His spoken word, He created and laid the foundations of the
world. (Genesis 1:1-30).

Through faith we understand that the worlds
were framed by the (spoken) word of God, so that things which are
seen were not made of things which do appear. (Hebrews 11:3,
Parentheses mine)

Whenever He wanted to establish relationship
with man, God laid a foundation or basis for man to build upon. In
the Garden of Eden, the foundation for man’s relationship with God
was based upon one command; that they would not eat from one of the
trees.

And the Lord God commanded the man, saying,
Of every tree of the garden thou mayest freely eat: But of the tree
of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for in
the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die. (Genesis
2:16-17)

Man disobeyed God’s command. In doing so, the
foundation for their relationship with God was abolished. After
man’s expulsion from the Garden, God knew He would again provide
another foundation for man to come into relationship with Him.

The period following the expulsion of man
from the Garden was volatile time. God destroyed man, (except for
Noah and his family), God confused man’s language and scattered
them, and God destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah. God performed these
acts because of man’s continual disobedience to Him. However, God’s
love and compassion is everlasting.

In spite of man’s perpetual disobedience, God
still wanted relationship. However, from Adam to Moses, there was
no set law; no foundation for man to interact with God. After
Israel’s emancipation from Egyptian bondage, God laid the
foundation for an organized approach to His worship.

FOUNDATION OF THE OLD COVENANT

At Mount Sinai, Moses and all of Israel
gathered as God laid the foundation for the Old Covenant. It was
founded upon the Law. The Law was a set of rules and regulations,
instituted by God, which governed every aspect of man’s life. At
the heart of the Law were the Ten Commandments.

And God spake all these words, saying, I am
the Lord thy God, which have brought thee out of the land of Egypt,
out of the house of bondage. Thou shalt have no other gods before
me. Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image, or any likeness
of anything that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth
beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. Thou shalt not
bow down thyself to them, nor serve them: for I the Lord thy God am
a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the
children unto the third and fourth generation of them that hate me;
And shewing mercy unto thousands of them that love me, and keep my
commandments. Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord thy God in
vain; for the Lord will not hold him guiltless that taketh his name
in vain. Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. Six days shalt
thou labour, and do all thy work: But the seventh day is the
Sabbath of the Lord thy God: in it thou shalt not do any work,
thou, nor thy son, nor thy daughter, thy manservant, nor thy
maidservant, nor thy cattle, nor thy stranger that is within thy
gates: For in six days the Lord made heaven and earth, the sea, and
all that in them is, and rested the seventh day: wherefore the Lord
blessed the Sabbath day, and hallowed it. Honour thy father and thy
mother: that thy days may be long upon the land which the Lord thy
God giveth thee. Thou shalt not kill. Thou shalt not commit
adultery. Thou shalt not steal. Thou shalt not bear false witness
against thy neighbour. Thou shalt not covet thy neighbour's house,
thou shalt not covet thy neighbour's wife, nor his manservant, nor
his maidservant, nor his ox, nor his ass, nor any thing that is thy
neighbour's. (Exodus 20:1-17)

The Law centered on the above listed
commands. From these commands, we can identify the three main areas
of man’s existence that the Law addressed. The first was man’s
relationship with God (verses 1-3, 7). God instructed Israel to not
serve any other gods, but Him. Their relationship with Him was to
be exclusive. This was uncharacteristic of the time in which they
lived. The majority of the countries worshiped more than one
deity.

The second area addressed was man’s worship
of God (verses 4-6; 8-11). Israel was not to worship God in the
same manner that the surrounding nations had in times past. They
were not to make any images of God or creature, but keep the
worship of God pure. The other nations forgot God through their
idols and began to worship the creatures more than the Creator.

And changed the glory of the uncorruptible
God into an image made like to corruptible man, and to birds, and
fourfooted beasts, and creeping things. Who changed the truth of
God into a lie, and worshipped and served the creature more than
the Creator, who is blessed forever. Amen. (Romans 1:23, 25)

The Israelites were not to follow this
pattern. In addition, they were instructed to set aside one day, in
particular, to worship Him without distraction. They were not to
call on His name using vain repetitions.

The third area addressed was man’s
relationship with one another (verses 12-17). They were instructed
to treat one another with dignity and respect. They were to honor
each other’s families and property.

We learn, however, that Israel could not keep
these commandments and they continually rebelled and sinned against
God. The Bible teaches that the Old Covenant failed because it was
founded upon principles that could not change the heart, nor purify
the conscience of man.

Seeing that that first [outer portion of the]
tabernacle was a parable – a visible symbol or type or picture of
the present age. In it gifts and sacrifices are offered, and yet
are incapable of perfecting the conscience and renewing the inner
man of the worshipper. (Hebrews 9:9 Amplified)

When Israel disobeyed God, he disciplined
them by sending them back into slavery. He sent the northern tribes
into Assyrian captivity, while the southern tribes went into
Babylonian captivity. After this time, the worship of God in Israel
had not been the same.
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