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CAST OF CHARACTERS

Jenny Lind - a Swedish soprano and opera star

P.T. Barnum - American showman and entrepreneur

Charity Barnum - P.T. Barnum's wife

CIRCA AND SETTING:  1850, New York

SETTING: All action takes place backstage in Jenny Lind's dressing room. A dressing table and chair are downstage right—the surface of the table covered with atomizer perfume bottles, jars, hairbrushes and a large hand mirror. Upstage are several large, stacked trunks; an array of gorgeous dresses and skirts have been tossed over them as if the owner was impatient in making up her mind which one to wear. A wingback chair also has a dress thrown over it. An entry door is downstage left. Various small tables complete the furniture, each one holding large vases of flowers. Several vases, in fact, have been relegated to the floor due to lack of space.

AT RISE: As the curtain and lights slowly go up, we hear a soprano vocalizing. JENNY LIND sits at her dressing table and studies her artfully applied makeup in the hand-held mirror. After a moment, there is a knock on the door. She ignores it. The caller impatiently knocks again.





JENNY



(bored) Ja? Who goes?


BARNUM (O.S.)



Just me. Phineas Barnum. May I come in?

This instantly gets her attention and she goes from aloof to giddy.


JENNY



One moment—ja?

She reviews her reflection, checks her long hair, and sets the mirror down to liberally spritz herself with perfume. She sits regally in the dressing table chair, then changes her mind and goes to the wing back chair. She sits down, then realizes there's a dress hanging over the back of it. She grabs the dress, throws it over one of the trunks and sits down as if she has been casually resting the entire afternoon.
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