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			What experts say about this book!

			The questions are in the SAT style and well explained and they cover most question types on the Digital SAT.

			– Praveen Sharma, Director, Wizius Careers

			I appreciate the order of the questions with the divisions (Information and Ideas/ Craft and Structure/Expression of Ideas/Standard English Conventions) and their subdivisions. I believe that for a student or a teacher helping students, these divisions are of great benefit.

			I also appreciate the different kinds of genres depicted in the questions. The “key explanations” for the correct answers were on point and I appreciate the inclusion of the distractor explanations as well. The inclusion of the “difficulty level” and “Skill/Knowledge” is great.  

			Overall, because of the breadth, depth, and organization, I would recommend this book to students and teachers

			– Motz Maria, Purchasing Dept, School Board Sarasota County
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			– Vibrant Publishers Team
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			How to use this book

			This book is designed to empower you to approach your SAT Reading and Writing section with boldness. The information presented here will only make you fully understand every aspect of the section but also is necessary for you to achieve a high score on your SAT test. 

			First, read the About the Digital SAT chapter to get acquainted with the various features of the digital test. From this chapter, you will learn in detail the differences between the paper-based SAT and the digital one. After reading this chapter, move on to the next chapter on the Reading and Writing section. This chapter contains a plethora of information on the different question types that will be asked in that section. 

			This book is a compilation of Reading and Writing practice questions from all four domains - Information and Ideas, Craft and Structure, Expression of Ideas, and Standard English Conventions. Start by practicing answering questions of the first domain and after you have mastered them, move on to the next one. While practicing, make a habit of checking your answers from the answer section and reading the detailed answer explanations and distractor explanations. 

			Recognize a pattern for the same types of questions; this will make it easier for you to classify them on the actual test day and answer them quickly. Learn to analyze the question stems as they will give you a better idea of the question type and what is required to be done. 

			After thoroughly practicing the different types of questions, you will also find a full-length Reading and Writing test at the end. This test, with a mix of questions like the actual SAT, will give you an authentic testing experience and help you evaluate your test readiness. Appear for this test with the mindset of giving the actual test.

			To get complete practice of the Math section, you can also pick up the book Digital SAT Math Practice Questions which also has ٣٠٠ practice questions. After becoming well-versed with the two sections, you can give ٥ full-length practice tests from the book Practice Tests For The Digital SAT.

			To take advantage of the essential information provided in this practice book, read it carefully and attempt the available practice questions with an open mind. Good luck!
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			Introduction

			Now that you have made the important decision to head to college/university, there is one last thing you need to do to achieve your goal—taking the SAT. Most universities or colleges, including the IVY league schools such as Yale, Harvard, and others expect you to have a good SAT score to secure admission in any course of your choice. 

			But, there is a major change in how students will give the SAT. The College Board has decided to transition the famous pencil–and–paper test into a fully digital one. The College Board’s decision to go digital is based on giving a fair testing experience to students. The digital test will be easier to take, easier to administer, will be more secure, and more relevant. 

			For giving the new test, you need to be aware of the format of the test, the time that will be given to you to answer each question, the possible complexity of the questions, and the scoring method employed to assess your performance in the test. In this chapter, you will discover important information all that including the SAT policy of inclusive accessibility, the newly introduced Multistage Adaptive Testing feature, the modular format of the test, and much more. 

			The College Board has also streamlined the method of delivery of the digital SAT. With the latest test delivery platform for the digital SAT Suite assessments, students can have access to all their tests and their content, as well as enjoy the chance of practicing with the full–length, adaptive practice test offered for free on the platform so that students can be aware of their knowledge levels before taking the real tests. More so, every question on the digital SAT Suite is in a discrete (standalone) format. This indicates that test takers can answer each question independently. They don’t necessarily need to refer to a common stimulus such as an extended passage. 

			If you are attempting the SAT for the first time, it could be scary not knowing exactly what to expect in the test. This is why this book is specifically designed to expose you to everything you need to know about successfully taking the Digital SAT Suite test. 

			Customized Test Delivery Platform

			The College Board sets up a customized test delivery platform for the Digital SAT Suite assessments. This platform is designed according to the principles of UDA (Universal Design for Assessment) and the main goal of it is to make the testing experience accessible to maximum number of students. The most useful features of this platform are that: (i) all test takers can have complete access to the tests and their content; (ii) students will be able to take full–length, adaptive practice tests for free on the platform so that they can assess their knowledge levels or have an understanding of similar test materials before attempting the real tests. 

			Multistage Adaptive Testing

			The College Board is changing from a linear testing mode, which has been the primary mode of SAT administration to an adaptive mode. 

			The main difference between the linear and adaptive testing modes is that for the linear testing mode, students are given a test form that contains some questions that have already been set before the test day and do not change during testing, irrespective of the student’s performance.

			On the other hand, the adaptive testing model makes it possible for the test delivery platform to adjust the questions’ difficulty level based on the performance of the individual test takers. Therefore, each student will be given test questions that match their level of understanding.

			This adaptive test mode used for the Digital SAT Suite is known as Multistage Adaptive Testing (MST). The MST is administered in 2 stages, and each stage comprises a module or set of questions. The first module consists of test questions with different ranges of difficulty levels (easy, medium, and hard). The performance of the test takers in the first module is appropriately assessed, and the results are used to determine the level of difficulty of questions to be administered to them in the second module.

			The set of an administered first–stage module and its second–stage module are referred to as a panel.

			
				
					
					
					
					
					
				
				
					
							
							
							Module 1 

							A mix of easy, medium, and hard questions
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							Module 2

							Mix of questions varying in difficulty based on the performance in the first module

							
						
							
					

				
			

			Embedded Pretesting

			The digital SAT Suite also includes embedded pretesting in its design. What this means is that a small number of pretest (unscored) questions are incorporated among the operational (scored) questions. Even though they are not administered for a score, students may not be able to distinguish these pretest questions from the operational questions on which their scores are based. It is advisable that students pay maximum attention and effort to these questions, which can be used in estimating their understanding levels to the difficulty of the questions. The number of pretest questions is few so you will not be asked to focus mainly on questions that won’t be used to estimate your final SAT score.  It is important to note that answers to pretest questions won’t contribute to your final score. The pretest questions are mainly used to gather students’ performance information so that it can be utilized later to assess if these questions are appropriate for operational use later. 

			Discrete Questions

			One interesting aspect of the Digital SAT is that all their questions are in discreet format; that is they are standalone. You can answer each question on its own, which doesn't necessarily require any reference to a common stimulus such as an extended passage. This is one of the striking differences between the paper–and–pencil SAT and the Digital SAT in the sense that the former uses both discrete and question sets. In practice, the question sets expect you to reference a common stimulus.    

			Scoring

			Students will obtain a section score based on their final performance on the Reading and Writing and Math section. For the SAT, students can get a score between 400–1600. Hence, for each of the tests of the Digital SAT, there will be 3 scores reported: (1) A Reading and Writing section score; (2) A Math section score; (3) A total score, which is the sum of the two section scores. It is important to note that the scales for these scores have the same ranges as for the paper–based SAT Suite. This indicates that the digital SAT total score is on the familiar 400–1600 scale.

			
				
					
					
					
				
				
					
							
							Reading and Writing 

						
							
							Math

						
							
							Total Score

						
					

					
							
							Between 200–800

						
							
							Between 200–800

						
							
							Between 400–1600

						
					

				
			

			Overall Test Specifications

			The Digital SAT is made up of two sections: A Reading and Writing (RW) section and a Math section. In the linear model, the test has separate sections for Reading and Writing. However, in the Digital SAT, both the Reading and Writing tests are combined in one section. The questions in these two sections concentrate primarily on the skills and knowledge that students need to use in college and/or for getting ready for their careers. The main parts of the digital SAT tests are similar to those of the paper–and–pencil SAT test assessments. More so, all the testing programs within the digital SAT Suite, whether it is the SAT, PSAT 10, PSAT 8/9, or PSAT/NMSQT have similar designs. Although, these tests allow for differences in test takers’ ages and levels of understanding.

			Digital SAT Suite: Overall Test Specifications

			
				
					
					
					
				
				
					
							
							Characteristic

						
							
							Reading and Writing section

						
							
							Math section

						
					

					
							
							Administration

						
							
							Two–stage adaptive design; this section contains two separately timed modules

						
							
							Two–stage adaptive design; this section contains two separately timed modules

						
					

					
							
							Number of questions

						
							
							54 questions; 25 questions in each module with 2 pretest question

						
							
							44 questions; 20 questions in each module with 2 pretest question

						
					

					
							
							 Time

						
							
							64 minutes

						
							
							70 minutes

						
					

					
							
							Time per question

						
							
							1.19 minutes

						
							
							1.59 minutes

						
					

					
							
							Time per module

						
							
							32 minutes

						
							
							35 minutes

						
					

					
							
							Content domains

						
							
							Information and Ideas, Craft and Structure, Expression of Ideas, Standard English Conventions

						
							
							Algebra, Advanced Math, Problem–Solving and Data Analysis, Geometry and Trigonometry

						
					

				
			

			Test Length

			There are a total of 54 questions for the Reading and Writing section. These 54 questions are divided into two equal–length modules; that is, one for each of the section’s two stages. Out of the 27 questions for each module, 25 questions are operational—which means that test takers’ performance on them is used to calculate their section score, and 2 questions are pretests. 

			For the Math section, the first module has 20 operational questions and 2 pretest questions. Then the second module consists of 20 operational questions and 2 pretest questions. In total, the Math section will comprise 44 questions.

			Time Per Module

			You will have 32 minutes to complete each module of the Reading and Writing section and 35 minutes to complete each module of the Math section. Once the time for the first module has expired, test takers are automatically advanced to the second module. The second module may contain questions that are of higher or lower difficulty, depending on your performance in the first module. You will not have the opportunity to return to the first–module questions.  

			Total Number of Questions

			The Reading and Writing section consists of 54 questions (4 of which are pretest), while the Math section consists of 44 questions (4 of which are, again, pretest questions)

			Total Time Allotted

			You will have 64  minutes to complete the Reading and Writing section and 70 minutes to complete the Math section.

			Average Time Per Question

			You will, on average, have 1.19 minutes to answer each Reading and Writing question and 1.59 minutes to answer each Math question.

			Question Format(s) used

			The Reading and Writing section mostly utilizes four–option multiple–choice questions, and each question has a single best answer (which is referred to as the keyed response or key). Roughly 75 percent of questions in the Math section also adopt the same four–option multiple–choice format, while the remaining part of the test utilizes the student–produced response (SPR) format. This means that students will be required to answer the latter type of questions by giving their own responses and putting their responses in the field next to the question. These questions measure your ability to be able to solve math problems by yourself. It is possible for the SPR questions to have more than one correct response; however, you are required to provide only one answer.

			Text Complexity

			It is assumed that the complexity test takers can read is directly related to how ready they are for college and their careers. Therefore, the idea of text complexity is strictly considered when designing and developing the digital SAT Suite. The texts in the Reading and Writing section are given three complexity bands (grades 6–8, grades 9–11, and grades 12–14). 

			Texts for grades 12–14 have the highest complexity, followed by the texts for grades 9–11, while grades 6–8 have texts with the lowest complexity. While it is possible to use the same texts for grades 12–14 and grades 9–11, those difficult texts cannot be used for grades 6–8 because they don’t appropriately assess the literacy knowledge and skills of students in eighth and ninth grades. 

			On the other hand, text complexity is not an issue in the Math section, because it is not formally measured. It is estimated that about 70 percent of Math questions don’t necessarily have a context. You are only required to use the information/data provided to solve some questions that may be related to science, social studies, history, etc. 

			What is Changing 

			The College Board continues to maintain fairness and high quality in its administration of SAT Suite, and some aspects of its operations are changing. These changes include:

			•Transitioning to digital testing by 2023 or 2024 latest. Once the transition is completed, students can no longer take the paper–and–pencil SAT tests.

			•The digital SAT Suite tests are particularly shorter than their paper–and–pencil predecessors—it can be taken in 2 hours 14 minutes instead of 3 hours. 

			•Test takers now have more time on their hands to answer each question. 

			•It is now possible for you to receive scores in days instead of weeks, faster than the predecessor paper–and–pencil SAT.

			•The SAT Suite now connects students to opportunities based on their scores. They can be connected to information and resources concerning local 2–year colleges, career options, and workforce training programs.

			•States, schools, and districts will be given more flexibility concerning when they could give the SAT Suite tests.

			•The digital SAT  will now have a single Reading and Writing section instead of separate Reading and Writing and Language sections. More importantly, the Reading and Writing section’s passages are significantly shorter and more diverse. 

			•A single (discrete) question is associated with each passage (or passage pair) instead of having several questions associated with a small number of longer passages, as it is for the paper–and–pencil SAT Suite tests.

			•You can now use calculators throughout the Math section.

			What is Staying the Same 

			Despite the above–mentioned changes, some aspects of the SAT Suite tests are remaining the same, such as:

			•The Digital SAT will still measure skills and knowledge that you are learning in school that can be used in college and/or your future career.

			•The test will be scored on the same scales as the paper–and–pencil test. 

			•The test will be administered in schools and test centers with a proctor. 

			•You will still be connected to scholarships and the College Board National Recognition Programs.

			•Support will be given to all students who need accommodations and/or support to access the tests and their content.

			•The Reading/Writing passages will cover a wide range of academic disciplines and text complexities. 

			•The test will still have both multiple–choice and student–produced response question formats. 

			More Questions Answered about the Digital SAT 

			1.	When will I be able to register for the digital SAT tests?

					The first digital SAT administrations at international test centers will start in the fall 2023.

			2.	How will students take the digital SAT?

					You can give the SAT on a laptop or tablet using a custom–built digital exam application that can be downloaded in advance of the test day.

			3.	How will the Digital SAT be more secure?

					At this moment, if one test form is compromised, it can mean that the scores for all the students in that group or at the same test centers will be canceled. However, going digital will make it possible to give every student a unique test form so that it won’t be technically possible to share answers.

			4.	How will the College Board address test day issues and technical support challenges?

					The College Board has dedicated customer service resources ready to troubleshoot issues on test day for students and test centers. There is a technology coordinator for each test center to provide additional support and technical help when needed.

			5.	What kinds of tools will be available for students taking the digital SAT?

					You can use the following tools while using the software:

			•	Flag questions to come back to them later

			•	A countdown clock to know when you are running out of time. You can decide to show or hide it at the top of their testing screen

			•	A built–in graphing calculator that you can use on the entire math section (or you can bring their own calculators)

			•	A reference sheet, for each math question. 

			The Reading and Writing Section at a Glance

			The table below summarizes the specifications of the types of questions and their distribution in the Reading and Writing section.

			
				
					
					
					
				
				
					
							
							Content Domain

						
							
							Skill/Knowledge

						
							
							Question distribution

						
					

					
							
							Information and Ideas

						
							
							•	Central Ideas and Details

							•	Command of Evidence

							■	Textual and Quantitative

							•	Inferences

						
							
							12–14 questions (26%)

						
					

					
							
							Craft and Structure

						
							
							•	Words in Context

							•	Text Structure and Purpose

							•	Cross–Text Connections

						
							
							13–15 questions (28%)

						
					

					
							
							Expression of Ideas

						
							
							•	Rhetorical Synthesis

							•	Transitions

						
							
							8–12 questions (20%)

						
					

					
							
							Standard English Conventions

						
							
							•	Boundaries

							•	Form, Structure, and Sense

						
							
							11–15 questions (26%)

						
					

				
			

			Sample Questions 

			1.	The term “Anthropocene” introduced by Dutch scientist Paul Crutzen in the mid–1970s, is often used in the context of pollution caused by human activity since the commencement of the Agricultural Revolution, but also pertains largely to all major human bearings on the environment. 

				Various start dates for the Anthropocene have been offered by scientists, ranging from the beginning of the first Agricultural Revolution, also known as the Neolithic Revolution, to as recently as the 1960s. However, the ________ has not been completed, and hence, a formal, conclusive date remains to be finalized.

			Which choice completes the text with the most logical and precise word or phrase?

			A)Ratification

			B)Investigation

			C)Legality

			D)Approval

			Key: A

			Level: Hard | Domain: Craft and Structure

			Skill/Knowledge: Words in Context

				Key Explanation: Choice A is the correct option because “ratification” refers to the action of signing or giving formal consent to something, making it officially valid. This word is best suited to the context because the second paragraph of the passage talks about how many scientists have offered dates, but a conclusive date has yet to be finalized. The keywords to focus on are “formal, conclusive date” which points to which option (A) might be most suitable in this context. 

				Distractor Explanations: Choice B is incorrect because there is no evidence provided that an investigation may have been initiated into the subject. Similarly, options C and D are incorrect because the passage does not talk about any approval process or legalities that need to be completed for a date to be finalized.

			2.	Brazil's Atlantic Rainforest is among the most biodiverse regions in the world. But despite its spectacular diversity, ____________________. To counter this, the Society for the Conservation of Birds in Brazil advocates for birds in Brazil, their habitats, and biodiversity in general, and works towards sustainability in the use of natural resources. Their work focuses on educating local people on the importance of birds, biodiversity, and developing environmentally sustainable economic alternatives, along with good governance tools to empower local communities and improve the quality of life of local people.

			What choice most logically completes the underlined space?

			A)there are no more birds in the forest

			B)the Society for the Conservation of Birds in Brazil cannot do much

			C)the rainforest is under extreme threat from human development

			D)there are a number of steps that one can take to preserve the Atlantic Rainforest

			Key: C

			Level: Medium | Domain: Information and Ideas

			Skill/Knowledge: Command of Evidence (Textual)

				Key Explanation: Choice C is the best answer because the first sentence talks about the diversity of the Atlantic Rainforest, while the third sentence talks about what the Society for the Conservation of Birds in Brazil is doing to counter said problem in the second sentence. They work by “educating local people” and “developing environmentally sustainable economic alternatives.” Therefore, it may be inferred that the problem denoted in the underlined portion of the text involves humans and economics. Hence, using the process of elimination, choice C is the best answer. 

				Distractor Explanations: Choice A is incorrect because the text mentions “conservation of birds in Brazil,” which means that birds may be endangered but not extinct. Choice B is incorrect because there is no information provided that supports this statement. Choice D is incorrect because it does not fit in the context of the sentence.

			 

			The Math Section at a Glance

			The table below summarizes the specifications of the types of questions and their distribution in the Math section.

			
				
					
					
					
				
				
					
							
							Content Domain

						
							
							Skill/Knowledge

						
							
							Question Distribution

						
					

					
							
							Algebra

						
							
							•	Linear equations in one variable

							•	Linear equations in two variables

							•	Linear functions

							•	Systems of two linear equations in two variables

							•	Linear inequalities in one or two variables

						
							
							13–15 questions (35%)

						
					

					
							
							Advanced Math

						
							
							•	Equivalent expressions

							•	Nonlinear equations in one variable and systems of equations in two variables

							•	Nonlinear functions

						
							
							13–15 questions (35%)

						
					

					
							
							Problem–Solving

							and Data Analysis

						
							
							•	Ratios, rates, proportional relationships, and units

							•	Percentages

							•	One–variable data: distributions and measures of center and spread

							•	Two–variable data: models and scatterplots

							•	Probability and conditional probability

							•	Inference from sample statistics and margin of error

							•	Evaluating statistical claims: observational studies and experiments

						
							
							5–7 questions (15%)

						
					

					
							
							Geometry and

							Trigonometry

						
							
							•	Area and volume

							•	Lines, angles, and triangles

							•	Right triangles and trigonometry

							•	Circles

						
							
							5–7 questions (15%)

						
					

				
			

			Sample Questions

			1.	The dog park charges $10 for a membership and $3 per hour for the dog to run around in their park. Mindy brings her dog to the park and  spends less than $40. Which of the following inequalities represents Mindy’s situation, where h is the number of hours at the park and C is the total amount Mindy paid?

			A)3h + 10 < 40

			B)3C – 10 < 40

			C)3h + 10 = 40

			D)3h +10 > 40

			Key: A 

			Level: Easy | Domain: Algebra

			Skill/Knowledge: Linear inequalities in one or two variables | Testing  Point: Create a linear inequality

				Key Explanation : Choice A is correct. To determine the inequality that represents the situation, first create the expression that is equal to the total amount that Mindy paid (C). 

				The total amount C is the sum of the membership fee ($10) and the fee for having the dog in the park in h hours. This yields C = 10 + 3h or C = 3h + 10. 

				Since Mindy spent less than $40 in the dog park, then C < 40. Substituting the value of C in terms of h in the inequality yields 3h + 10 < 40.

				Therefore, the inequality 3h + 10 < 40 is the correct answer. 

				Distractor Explanation: Choice B is incorrect. This option is wrong because C is the total amount paid by Mindy and not the rate per hour for the dog to run around the park. Choices C and D are incorrect. Mindy spent less than $40. Hence, the correct symbol to use is < not > or =. 

			2.	Which expression is equivalent to 2x2 + 3x + 1?

			A)(2x + 1)(2x + 1)

			B)(x + 2)(x + 1)

			C)(x – 2)(x – 1)

			D)(2x + 1)(x + 1)

			Key: D 

			Level: Easy | Domain: Advanced Math

			Skill/Knowledge: Equivalent Expressions | Testing  Point: Factoring a quadratic equation

				Key Explanation : Choice D is correct. To find the equivalent expression, factor the given quadratic equation by splitting the middle term. 

			In 2x2 +3x + 1, a = 2, b =3 and c =1 using the format ax2 + bx + c.

			Getting the product of a and c yields ac = (2)(1) = 2

			The factors of 2 whose sum is the value of b (where b = 3) is 2 and 1. 

			Hence, the equation can be written as 2x2 + 2x + x + 1.

			Grouping the binomials in the equation yields (2x2 + 2x) + (x + 1).

			Factoring 2x from the first group yields 2x(x + 1) + (x + 1).

			Factoring x + 1 from the two groups yields (2x + 1)(x + 1).

			Therefore, Choice D is the correct answer.

				Distractor Explanation: Choices A, B, and C are incorrect and may result from a conceptual or calculation error.
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			Introduction

			The Reading and Writing section comprises 54 questions that are divided into two equal-length modules. Each module is for each of the test’s two stages, and it has 27 questions, of which 25 are operational and 2 are pretest. But only answers to the operational questions are used in estimating the section’s final score. This means that the answers to the pretest questions are not included in calculating the section’s final score. The pretest questions are mainly used to collect student performance data to assess if some questions are appropriate for the students when taking the test in the future. So, it is advisable that students focus their attention on the pretest questions as much as they do on the operational questions. 

			Table 2.1 Digital SAT Reading and Writing section specifications

			
				
					
					
				
				
					
							
							Characteristic

						
							
							Total Score

						
					

					
							
							Mode of administering the test

						
							
							Reading and writing section is designed according to the multi-stage adaptive model and administered through two modules that are timed differently.

						
					

					
							
							Time per module   

						
							
							1st module will take 32 minutes to complete.

							2nd module will take 32 minutes to complete.

							The total time available for the section is 64 minutes.

						
					

					
							
							Average time per question           

						
							
							Each question will take 1.19 minutes to be completed.

						
					

					
							
							Score reported     

						
							
							You will be scored between 200–800.                                                       The score for this section represents half of the total score   

						
					

					
							
							Question format used               

						
							
							The question format is discreet, with four multiple-choice options.

						
					

					
							
							Passage subject areas  

						
							
							Passages are based on social studies, science, literature, history, and humanities.

						
					

					
							
							Word count by passage   

						
							
							Each passage is between 25 and 150 words, containing at least 6 characters per word.

						
					

					
							
							Informational graphics            

						
							
							Informational graphs can include line graphs, tables, and bar graphs.

						
					

				
			

			Time per section and module

			Students are given a total of 64 minutes to complete their Reading and Writing section. Since this time is equally divided between the two modules, test takers can spend 32  minutes answering the questions in each module. After the time for the first module has been used up, test takers have to immediately proceed to the second module and answer questions with lower or higher difficulty levels as per their initial performance in the first module. After moving on to the second module, students will not be able to go back to the questions in the first module. 

			Average time per question

			Every test taker has about 1.19 minutes to answer each Reading and Writing test question. 

			Question format used

			All Reading and Writing test questions are in a multiple-choice format with four answer options that you can choose from. There will be a single best answer referred to as the keyed response or the key. The questions are discrete in the sense that they all have their own specific passages (or passage pairs).

			Passage subject areas

			The passages that are used to answer questions in the Reading and Writing section are obtained from the following subject areas: Literature, science, history/social studies,  humanities, and science. However, you are not expected to have prior knowledge of each subject.    

			Word count by passage

			The passage (or passage pair) for each Reading and Writing test question is between 25 and 150 words. A word in a passage is made up of six characters (these could be numbers, spaces, letters, symbols, and, of course, punctuation). As a standard, the total number of characters in a passage is divided by six; therefore, when a test question has two short passages as its stimuli, the final word count for the two passages must be between 25 and 150 words.

			 Informational graphics

			You will find some informational graphics in certain passages in the Reading and Writing section. They are basically provided to assess your ability to identify and interpret data. Some examples of informational graphics include bar graphs, tables, and line graphs, being the most common methods of displaying information/data in the subjects the questions are prepared from. However, you are not required to perform any mathematical calculations on the provided data in the informational graphics. In fact, you will not be allowed to bring in calculators while appearing for this section. You need to use your quantitative and literacy skills to discover the relevant information in the graphics, interpret it, and then use that information to make a reasonable conclusion about the appropriate answer for each question.

			Domain structure

			The questions in the Reading and Writing section depict one of four content domains, which are as follows:

			•Information and Ideas: This requires you to utilize your knowledge, comprehension, and analytical skills to understand what is stated and implied in texts. You must use the associated informational graphics to identify, interpret, evaluate, and process the information and ideas.

			•Craft and Structure: In this case, you are expected to use your synthesis, comprehension, vocabulary, analysis, and reasoning skills and knowledge to discover the meaning of high-utility academic words and phrases in context, evaluate texts rhetorically, and make supportable connections between multiple topically related texts.

			•Expression of Ideas: For this, it is important that you use your revision skills and knowledge to make the written expression effective based on the expected rhetorical goals.

			•Standard English Conventions: You will be expected to utilize your editing skills and knowledge which should be in accordance with the core conventions of Standard English sentence usage, structure, and punctuation.

			Tips for the Reading and Writing section

			To achieve a high score in the SAT Reading and Writing section, pay attention to these tips:

			•What is your “passage” strategy? If you are weak in answering passage-based questions, you need to come up with a passage strategy. First, lay your hands on some practice tests. Focus on answering those passages in them. While doing this, use a timer to gauge your speed. If a passage seems a bit difficult, move on to the next. After you’ve completed answering all the passages in the practice test, use the answer key to obtain your score. After you have completed the practice test, analyze those difficult passages and check their answers and explanations. After doing this several times, you will get a better understanding of how the passage-based questions should be answered.

			•Eliminate 3 wrong answers: Each question in the Reading and Writing section has 4 answer options. You need to train yourself to eliminate 3 wrong answers from the 4 answers provided. Watch out for answers that are: (i) not related to the question; (ii) not specifically addressing the point raised in the question (not supporting the point in the question); (iii) not grammatically correct; and (iv) expressing an opposing view to the point in the question. While it is tricky knowing which answer is correct, these suggestions can guide you to choose the correct answer out of the available four options.

			•Improve your reading skills: You can improve your level of reading comprehension by practicing with some passages included in this guide. To do this, you should pay attention to these elements of a passage: Its big picture, words and phrases in context, perspective, word choice, textual evidence, inference, and its details. If you analyze each passage, you will discover that they all have the elements mentioned above, and familiarizing yourself with them will help you analyze the passage appropriately.

			•Get interested in the subject matter in the passage: You should enjoy reading the subject matter in the passages, whether they are derived from science, literature, or history. Once you like the subject matter, you will most likely find answering the questions under it very easy.

			•Finish with extra time and double-checking: If you can finish with extra time on your hand, use that time to double-check. You may be able to discover some mistakes you have committed in the course of answering the test questions.

			•Thousands of vocabulary: Many students wrongly assume that by reading thousands of English vocabulary words they will be ready to give the SAT. It is a fact that knowing a lot of vocabulary may aid your understanding of the passages, but it is advisable that you don’t waste most of your time on that. The most important thing is knowing the textual and inferred meanings of those vocabulary words when they are eventually used in passages.  

			Information and Ideas 

			In this domain, you will be expected to identify the main idea of the text or a detail or infer and derive a conclusion by reading the passage.

			For questions in the Information and Ideas content domain, your skills will be tested in these ways:

			Central Ideas and Details

			Do you understand the central idea in a text? Are you able to interpret the details used to support the central idea? When reading a passage, it is most likely that the main idea is expressed in the first sentence while the other sentences provide additional information about the main or central idea. Sometimes it is not arranged in that fashion, especially when the passage starts with a dialogue. However, the central idea of a passage is what the entire passage is all about, and you should be able to identify it after reading the entire passage. If the passage is difficult to understand due to its structure and content, you may ask yourself “What is this passage all about?” In this way, you may be able to decode what the passage is trying to tell you.

			Sample Question 

			El Niño is a climate pattern that describes the unusual warming of surface waters in the eastern tropical Pacific Ocean. El Niño is the “warm phase” of a larger phenomenon called the El Niño-Southern Oscillation (ENSO). La Niña, the “cool phase” of ENSO, is a pattern that describes the unusual cooling of the region’s surface waters. El Niño and La Niña are considered the ocean part of ENSO, while the Southern Oscillation is its atmospheric changes.

			Which choice best states the main theme of the text?

			A)It describes the different phases of ENSO 

			B)It describes the current types of climate patterns 

			C)It describes the impact of El Niño

			D)It describes the patterns of the eastern tropical Pacific Ocean

			Key: A

			Level: Medium | Domain: Information and Ideas

			Skill/Knowledge: Central Ideas and Details

			Key Explanation: Choice A is correct. The text mainly describes the warm and cold phases of the El Niño-Southern Oscillation (ENSO). 

			Distractor Explanations: Choice B is incorrect as the text does not mention the current types of climate patterns. Choice C is incorrect as the text does not only focus on El Niño. Choice D is incorrect because the text describes the El Niño-Southern Oscillation and not the eastern tropical Pacific Ocean.

			Command of Evidence

			Every passage in the SAT Reading and Writing section has some evidence, details, facts, data, etc. that you, as the test taker, must patiently understand and properly interpret to answer the questions at the end of the passage. Sometimes, you may be given an informational graphic such as a bar graph, pie chart, table, or figure, and the purpose of it is that you will be able to accurately interpret the data and utilize it in answering the questions for that particular passage. You don’t necessarily need to be very good at math to interpret pie charts, tables, bar charts, etc. You will discover that the data provided are simple and understandable enough if you understand what the passage is all about.

			Sample Question

			“Ode to the West Wind” was written by English poet, Percy Bysshe Shelley. The poem addresses the west wind as a formidable force of death and degeneration. However, he also believes that rebirth will happen through the decay brought about by the west wind: _______

			Which quotation from “Ode to the West Wind” most effectively illustrates this idea of rejuvenation?

			A)A heavy weight of hours has chain'd and bow'd / One too like thee: tameless, and swift, and proud. 

			B)Thou on whose stream, mid the steep sky's commotion / Loose clouds like earth's decaying leaves are shed / Shook from the tangled boughs of Heaven and Ocean,

			C)Be through my lips to unawaken'd earth / The trumpet of a prophecy! O Wind, / If Winter comes, can Spring be far behind?

			D)What if my leaves are falling like its own! / The tumult of thy mighty harmonies

			Key: C

			Level: Hard | Domain: Information and Ideas

			Skill/Knowledge: Command of Evidence (Textual)

			Key Explanation: Choice C is the correct option. The quoted lines point to how the author wants the west wind to speak through him, thereby turning his words into a prophecy of how spring (better times) will follow winter (dark periods of destruction).

			Distractor Explanations: Choice A is incorrect as it only describes how time has left the poet tired, even though he used to be fast like the west wind. Choice B is incorrect as it talks about the damaging effects of the west wind. Choice D is incorrect as it only voices the poet’s comparison of how he is declining, just as the leaves of the forest are falling, too. 

			Inferences 

			It is not every time that you can find the direct answers to a passage’s questions from the information or details provided in the passage. In this case, you will be expected to make an inference about what could be the correct answer according to the information you have at hand. Take for instance, if you read in a passage that all teenagers like to eat ice cream. So, if James is a teenager, you could possibly infer that James likes to eat ice cream. Why? Because James is a teenager! This is how you can make inferences from information or data provided in a certain passage.

			Sample Question

			Ocean trenches are long, narrow depressions on the sea floor. These chasms are the deepest parts of the ocean—and some of the deepest natural spots on Earth. Ocean trenches are found in every ocean basin on the planet, although the deepest ocean trenches ring the Pacific as part of the so-called “Ring of Fire” which also includes active volcanoes and earthquake zones. Ocean trenches are a result of tectonic activity, which describes the movement of the Earth’s lithosphere. In particular, ocean trenches are a feature of __________________

			Which choice most logically completes the text? 

			A)Convergent plate boundaries, where two or more tectonic plates meet

			B)The deepest layer of the ocean

			C)The former sea floor that can rise through volcanoes

			D)The most common type of continental crust

			Key: A

			Level: Hard | Domain: Information and Ideas

			Skill/Knowledge: Inferences

			Key Explanation: Choice A is the best choice. The sentence prior to the one that is to be completed mentions that ocean trenches are due to tectonic activity. Therefore, the text must be completed with a sentence relating to tectonic activity, especially since it begins with “in particular.” 

			Distractor Explanations: All the other choices are incorrect because they do not mention tectonic activity.

			Craft and Structure  

			For questions in the Craft and Structure content domain, you will be expected to use your comprehension, reasoning, vocabulary, analysis, synthesis skills, and knowledge to grasp the meaning of some phrases in context and academic words that are commonly used. You should evaluate texts rhetorically so as to connect multiple texts on the same or similar topic.

			These three skills/knowledge testing points are dealt with in this domain:

			Words in Context 

			When reading passages, you have to discover the meaning of some academic words in them, and these are commonly used academic words. You would also need to understand what a phrase means in context and utilize that vocabulary in a correct and contextual manner. Doing this is easy if you understand the passage you are reading; but when dealing with difficult passages, you need to first identify the key phrases and academic words and then try to find out what they mean exactly.

			Sample Question

			Through various studies and experiments conducted by scientists and social observers, we can safely conclude that human language is far more complex than that of even our nearest and most intelligent relatives, apes. We can comprehend complex beliefs, express subtle emotions, and discuss abstract concepts such as the past and future. 

			What is astonishing, is that we do this following a set of man-made structural rules that govern how we speak a language. These rules are known as ______. Do only humans use an innate system of rules to govern the order and usage of words? 

			Which choice completes the text with the most logical and precise word or phrase?

			A)Linguistic theory

			B)Grammar

			C)Language

			D)Phonetics

			Key: B

			Level: Hard | Domain: Craft and Structure

			Skill/Knowledge: Words in Context

			Key Explanation: Choice B is correct because “grammar” refers to “the rules of a language governing the sounds, words, sentences, and other elements, as well as their combination and interpretation.” The second paragraph clearly points to the set of rules that “govern how we speak a language.”

			Distractor Explanations: Choice A is incorrect because linguistics or linguistic theory refers to the scientific study of language and not the rules that govern the language itself. Choice C is incorrect because the question is what word describes the rules that govern the speaking of a language. Choice D is incorrect because phonetics is the study of how people produce sounds while speaking a language. 

			Text Structure and Purpose 

			You are required to analyze the structure of a text or passage and discover what the main purpose of the text or passage is. Ask yourself these helpful questions to determine the exact purpose of a text or passage: (1) What is this passage talking about? (2) Why is it addressing such a topic? (3) How important is the topic being addressed in the passage? (4) What are the phrases in the passage/text? (5) How do the phrases help in better understanding the text?  When dealing with a difficult passage, you need to quickly use the above-mentioned questions to help you identify the central purpose of the test. 

			Sample Question

			Australia is a global leader in tobacco control, having reduced the adult smoking rate from 26.7% in 1998 to 12.9% in 2019. In 2017, 3% of 12–15‐year‐olds and 9% of 16–17‐year‐olds reported smoking during the past week, the lowest rates since the first national survey in 1984. These encouraging figures indicate that effective policy (particularly with regard to tobacco pricing), evidence‐based media campaigns, and smoke‐free indoor environments can significantly reduce smoking among both teenagers and adults. Further reductions will require policy measures and funding for interventions that reach the entire population but also target specific communities.

			Which choice best states the main purpose of the text?

			A)Australia has attempted to lower its adult smoking rate through various policies

			B)Australia’s adult smoking rate has been successfully reduced over the years by effectively implementing different campaigns 

			C)It proves that bringing into effect robust laws and intelligent media drives can have a positive effect on reducing smoking rates in both teens and adults  

			D)The government must intervene with strict laws to be able to control the use of tobacco among teens and adults

			Key: C

			Level: Medium | Domain: Craft and Structure

			Skill/Knowledge: Text Structure and Purpose

			Key Explanation: Choice C is the best choice as the text clearly mentions that “effective policy (particularly with regard to tobacco pricing), evidence‐based media campaigns, and smoke‐free indoor environments can significantly reduce smoking.” 

			Distractor Explanations: Choice A is incorrect because it is not the main idea of the text. Choice B is incorrect because Australia’s smoking rate has reduced both in adults and teens, and not specifically in adults as Choice B mentions. Choice D is incorrect because there is no information mentioned in the text that supports the idea of strict laws to control the use of tobacco.

			Cross-Text Connections 

			You will be provided with two texts that are somehow related based on their context. For example, Text 1 may be about going to space, while Text 2 expresses NASA’s plan to go to Mars. It is important that you learn how to draw a sensible connection between two texts and use the ideas obtained from the two texts to answer the questions for that part of your test. 

			Sample Question

			Text 1

			The presence of Staphylococcus aureus in the bloodstream (bacteremia) can lead to the development of sepsis—a systemic inflammatory response to infection. A typical feature of sepsis is the paradoxical suppression of the immune system, sometimes occurring simultaneously with inflammation. This combination of inflammation and immunosuppression can render the patient defenseless against secondary infections. 

			Text 2

			The Implementation Guide for the Surveillance of Staphylococcus aureus bloodstream infection supports prevention, standardized national surveillance, and reporting of this infection in Australian public hospitals. Infection prevention and control within healthcare settings aim to minimize the risk of transmission of infections and the development of antimicrobial resistance. 

			Based on the texts, how would the author of Text 1 most likely respond to Text 2?

			A)Confusion, because the consequences of Staphylococcus aureus are dangerous

			B)Approval, because preventing the Staphylococcus aureus bloodstream infection is key to minimizing its transmission    

			C)Disappointment, because the Staphylococcus aureus infection does not need an implementation guide 

			D)Disapproval, because this implementation guide wastes precious resources that could be used elsewhere

			Key: B

			Level: Medium | Domain: Craft and Structure

			Skill/Knowledge: Cross-Text Connections

			Key Explanation: Choice B is the best answer. The author would approve of the implementation guide since it supports the prevention of the Staphylococcus aureus infection which would reduce the transmission of the infection.   

			Distractor Explanations: Choice A is incorrect because the author is not confused about the infection or the role of the implementation guide in supporting the prevention of the Staphylococcus aureus infection. Choice C is incorrect because Text 1 mentions the dangerous effects of the infection. Hence, the author of Text 1 would not be disappointed by the idea of an implementation guide to prevent the Staphylococcus aureus infection. Choice D is incorrect because neither text provides any information regarding wastage of resources.

			Expression of Ideas

			For questions in the Expression of Ideas content domain, you are required to utilize your knowledge and revision skills to produce effective sentences from all the necessary information you have gathered from the text or passage. You will use these sentences to answer the questions provided for the text/passage.   

			These are the two skills/knowledge testing in this domain:

			Rhetorical Synthesis 

			As a test taker, you need to understand how to use the information and ideas provided in the text/passage on a topic to form correct or appropriate sentences. You will discover these ideas while reading the text/passage. In order to not forget some core information that you have already read in the text, it is advisable that you jot it down or commit it to your memory. If you don’t remember all that you have read, you will find it difficult to create rhetorically correct sentences from the textual ideas or information.

			Sample Question

			While researching a topic, a student has taken the following notes:

			1.Dinosaurs are a diverse group of reptiles of the clade Dinosauria, first appearing during the Triassic period, between 243 and 233.23 million years ago.

			2.The fossil record shows that today’s birds are actually feathered dinosaurs, having evolved from earlier theropods during the Late Jurassic epoch. 

			3.Birds are the only dinosaur lineage known to have survived the Cretaceous–Paleogene extinction event approximately 66 million years ago. 

			4.Dinosaurs can therefore be divided into avian dinosaurs—birds—and the extinct non-avian dinosaurs, which are all dinosaurs other than birds. Birds and extinct non-avian dinosaurs share many unique skeletal traits, as evidenced by fossils. 

			The student wants to explain the significance of the fossil record to people familiar with dinosaurs. Which choice most effectively uses relevant information from the notes to accomplish this goal?

			A)The fossil record shows us the importance of dividing dinosaurs into two categories, avian and non-avian 

			B)The fossil record provides solid evidence that today’s birds are of dinosaur lineage, with many birds sharing skeletal traits with non-avian dinosaurs

			C)Birds are the only creatures of dinosaur lineage that did not perish during the Cretaceous–Paleogene extinction event    

			D)The fossil record proves that the Cretaceous–Paleogene extinction event occurred approximately 66 million years ago  

			Key: B

			Level: Easy | Domain: Expression of Ideas

			Skill/Knowledge: Rhetorical Synthesis

			Key Explanation: Choice B is the best answer. The notes indicate that “today’s birds are actually feathered dinosaurs, having evolved from earlier theropods” and that “Birds and extinct non-avian dinosaurs share many unique skeletal traits, as evidenced by fossils.” 

			Distractor Explanations: Choice A is incorrect because the notes provide no information on the importance of dividing dinosaurs into two categories. Choice C is incorrect because the given statement does not explain the significance of the fossil record. Choice D is incorrect because the notes do not state anything about the fossil record providing proof of the occurrence of the Cretaceous–Paleogene extinction event 66 million years ago.

			Transitions 

			In English, sentences are formed using some transition words. As a test taker, you need to identify the most important transition words used in the text/passage and understand how they help form the meaning of each sentence. Here is a list of transition words you need to know and familiarize yourself with their purported meanings:

			For addition

			•As well as

			•And

			•Too

			•Furthermore

			•Also

			•In addition to

			•Not only – but also

			•Or

			 For illustration

			•Such as

			•In this case

			•For one thing

			•For instance

			•For example

			•In the case of

			•Illustrated by

			•As an example

			 

			For cause and effect

			•Therefore

			•So

			•Because

			•Thus

			•Hence

			•Due to

			•As a result

			•Consequently

			 

			For comparison

			•As …as

			•As if

			•Equally

			•Similarly

			•Like

			•In the same way

			•Comparable

			•In like manner

			  

			For contrast

			•But

			•However

			•On the other hand

			•Otherwise

			•Unlike

			•Conversely

			•At the same time

			•In spite of

			For emphasis

			•Especially

			•Also

			•In particular

			•Furthermore

			•In addition

			•Indeed

			•Of course

			•Certainly

			 

			For time and sequence

			•Later

			•After

			•Before

			•Then

			•Next

			•Soon

			•Finally

			•First, second…

			For direction and place

			•Here

			•There

			•Over there

			•Beyond

			•Under

			•To the left

			•In the distance

			•Opposite

			 Sample Question

			In 1972, British paleontologist Alick Walker hypothesized that birds arose not from thecodonts but from crocodile ancestors like Sphenosuchus. Ostrom's work led him to release a series of publications in the mid-1970s in which he laid out the many similarities between birds and theropod dinosaurs. _____ Ostrom's recognition of the dinosaurian ancestry of birds, along with other new ideas about dinosaurs, began what is known as the dinosaur renaissance, which continues to this day.

			Which choice completes the text with the most logical transition?

			A)So

			B)While

			C)Therefore

			D)In fact, 

			Key: D

			Level: Medium | Domain: Expression of Ideas

			Skill/Knowledge: Transitions

			Key Explanation: Choice D is correct because it is used to emphasize a point previously made by adding details about the point being made. Because “Ostrom's work led him to release a series of publications” along with “other new ideas about dinosaurs,” he began the dinosaur renaissance.  

			Distractor Explanations: Choice A is incorrect because “so” is a connecting conjunction that does not usually appear at the beginning of a sentence. Choice B is incorrect because “while” is usually used to mean “during the time that.” This would not make sense in the given context.  Choice C is incorrect because “therefore” is used when arriving at a valid conclusion of an argument being made in the preceding sentence. 

			Standard English Conventions 

			For questions in the Standard English Conventions content domain, you will be required to utilize your knowledge and editing skills to see that the text is according to the conventions of Standard English in punctuation, sentence structure, and usage. 

			These are the two skills/knowledge testing in this domain: 

			Boundaries 

			You should edit the text to make sure that the sentences are completely based on Standard English conventions. For Boundaries questions, you will be asked to focus on how the phrases, clauses, and sentences are linked. It mainly deals with punctuations, such as a full-stop (.), comma (,), colon (:), semi-colon (;), question mark (?), interjection (!), bracket (), and quotation mark (“ “).               

			Sample Question

			Riveted: The History of Jeans is a film that reveals the fascinating and surprising story of the iconic American garment. ________ half the people on the planet are wearing them. They have become a staple of clothing the world over, worn by everyone from presidents and supermodels to farmers and artists. More than just an item of apparel, America’s tangled past is woven into the indigo-blue fabric. 

			Which choice completes the text so that it conforms to the conventions of Standard English?

			A)At any given moment,

			B)At any given moment;

			C)At any given moment- 

			D)At any given moment:

			Key: A

			Level: Medium | Domain: Standard English Conventions

			Skill/Knowledge: Boundaries

			Key Explanation: Choice A is the correct answer. Commas are used after introductory phrases (“At any given moment”) to separate them from the main part of the sentence (half the people on the planet are wearing them.)

			Distractor Explanations: All the other choices are incorrect because they insert unnecessary punctuation (a semicolon, dash, and colon, respectively) after the sentence’s introductory phrase. 

			Form, Structure, and Sense 

			You should also edit text so that they are in accordance with the Standard English Conventions. Make sure that the subject-verb agreement is accurate, and that the verbs are in correct tenses. 

			Sample Question

			The following text is from the Farewell Speech given by Dwight D. Eisenhower in 1961. 

			In the councils of government, we must guard against the acquisition of unwarranted influence, whether sought or unsought, by the military-industrial complex. The potential for the disastrous rise of misplaced power ______ and will persist. We must never let the weight of this combination endanger our liberties or democratic processes. We should take nothing for granted. 

			Which choice completes the text so that it conforms to the conventions of Standard English?

			A)exist 

			B)exists

			C)existing

			D)exit’s

			Key: B

			Level: Medium | Domain: Standard English Conventions

			Skill/Knowledge: Form, Structure, and Sense 

			Key Explanation: Choice B is correct because in most cases, if the subject of a sentence is singular, the verb must be singular, too. A singular verb is that which has an “s” at the end of it. 

			Distractor Explanations: Choice A is incorrect because “exist” is not a singular verb. Choice C is incorrect as the blank space needs a simple/indefinite present tense to make sense of the remainder of the sentence. The word “existing” is the present continuous form of exist. Choice D is incorrect as the word does not suit the context of the sentence itself. 

			Check out the rules for subject-verb agreements in English provided below:

			1.If the subject is singular,  the verb that follows the subject should be singular too.

			2.If the subject is plural, the verb that comes after the subject should also be plural.

			3.If the subject of the sentence consists of two or more nouns or pronouns that are connected by and, a plural verb should be used in the sentence.

			4.If there is one subject and more than one verb, all the verbs in the sentence should agree with the subject.

			5.If a phrase exists between the subject and the verb, you should always remember that the verb must still agree with the subject, not the noun or pronoun that follows the subject in the phrase. .

			6.You should use a singular verb whenever two or more singular nouns or pronouns are connected by "or" or "nor”. .

			7.In case a compound subject has both a singular and a plural noun or pronoun that are connected by "or" or "nor," make sure that the verb must agree with the subject that is nearest to the verb. This is usually referred to as the rule of proximity.

			8.Always remember that the words and phrases such as “someone”, "each," "neither," "anybody," "everyone," "everybody," “each one”," "either," "nobody," "somebody," "anyone," and "no one" are considered singular and should usually take a singular verb.

			9.Uncountable nouns usually have a singular verb.

			10.Countable nouns like proceeds, valuables, odds, surroundings, earnings, contents, and goods are considered a plural form and they usually have a plural verb.

			11.For the sentences starting with  "there is" or "there are," the noun that follows either of those phrases is the subject, and the verb in the sentence must agree with the subject of the sentence.

			12.Collective nouns are used to indicate more than one thing or person; however, they are seen as singular and usually have a singular verb. Some examples are "group," "family," "committee," "team," and "class."
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