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			This book is dedicated to the late Jonathan Narcisse, who nicknamed me his “brother from another mother.” It’s probably no coincidence, then, that my inspiration to write this book came right about the time he suddenly passed away. Because if ever anyone came to drop truth bombs, it was Jonathan. This book is my latest attempt to fulfill the calling Jonathan once placed in my life:

			 

			“When you’re done on this earth, Steve, you want demons in Hell to wipe the sweat off their brow and say, ‘Damn, I’m glad he’s gone because he was a real pain in our sorry rear ends.’”

			 

			Rest in Jesus, my friend. I know there are demons in Hell who have had it easier since God called you home.
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			INTRODUCTION

			This book was written to serve several purposes.

			One of them is to educate you and show you truly where the bodies are buried. I’ve been on the front lines of this political/cultural war as an activist, consultant, broadcaster, and strategist for over a decade. I’ve had a front-row seat to the battle for the soul of America. And I would’ve been so much more successful if someone would’ve done for me what I am about to do for you. Treated me like an adult, and told me the realities of this war. As opposed to selling me on romantic notions of clearly defined sides, with ours being the one with the market cornered on altruistic motives. You are about to learn from my naive mistakes, and I pray you will grow in wisdom leading to more success than I’ve had as a result.

			Another purpose of this book is to prepare you for that education, but to do that, I need to de-sensitize you, because much of what you’ve been told is either wrong or a scam, as this book will itemize and prove. To that end, this book will include several doses of tough love, with the intent of separating the wheat from the chaff. Consider this to be your political boot camp, if you will, where I am going to break you down to break your bad habits—in order to build you back up to be a total badass.

			Along those lines, there will be times you may be tempted to tap out. To quit reading it because it’s hard. But I would urge you to finish the race. Tough love is tough, but it is also love. If I didn’t want you to be better than me, I wouldn’t have taken the time to write this for you.

			However, I can promise most of you reading this you are not prepared to do what must be done, because you haven’t been shown what you’re really up against and how the system truly works. Practical conviction matters as much in politics as moral or ideological conviction. If you are not prepared to do what it takes for your beliefs to win the day, it doesn’t matter what you believe.

			So never forget, fellow patriot, I’m doing this—provoking you to prepare you—because I love you and I love this country. And I want to see it conserved for our children and grandchildren.  

			So let boot camp begin. 

			Let’s just set the proper tone right now and keep it real right from the jump—we kind of suck at this. 

			Oh, sure, we conservatives are selling more content and merchandise than ever before. So thanks for buying this book, by the way!

			Nevertheless, the culture continues to cascade toward the leftist tipping point. Government continues to dangerously grow. Critical thinking on college campuses is increasingly imperiled. The courts are clearly out of control. The Constitution has effectively become a dead letter. 

			Dude, we don’t even know what bathroom to use. 

			Unfortunately, our potential to combat these ominous political trends is limited, for there is no major political party in America that truly represents us. Instead of an existential clash, with a few exceptions, we have a progressive unibrow duopoly. With bickering denominations of progressivism (corporatist on the Right versus neo-Marxist on the Left) vying for control of the Church of State. 

			As a whole, the only real fundamental difference between Republicans and Democrats is this:

			 

			Democrats inspire their base to get what they want, while Republicans conspire against their base to get what they want.

			 

			Let’s pause here for a moment, because the rest of this book isn’t going to be worth your time if you’re not willing to grasp what you just read. I absolutely loathe it when someone wastes my time, and since I’m commanded to love my neighbor as myself, I don’t want to waste yours.

			One of my favorite argumentation techniques is preemptively answering potential objections. I’ve got to assume at least one self-identified conservative objects to that bold text they just read regarding the real difference between Republicans and Democrats. If that’s you, I’d humbly ask you consider a thought exercise.

			As of the time this book was being written, here’s a list of Republican senators in several of the most conservative states in the union, alongside their Liberty Score according to Conservative Review (which measures how faithfully they vote conservatively in Congress):1

			 

			Lamar Alexander (Tennessee)    -    12% (F)

			Thad Cochran (Mississippi)    -    24% (F)

			Orrin Hatch (Utah)    -    27% (F)

			John Hoeven (North Dakota)    -    28% (F)

			Roger Wicker (Mississippi)    -    30% (F)

			Johnny Isakson (Georgia)    -    31% (F)

			Shelley Capito (West Virginia)    -    32% (F)

			Lindsey Graham (South Carolina)    -    33% (F)

			John Cornyn (Texas)    -    35% (F)

			Mitch McConnell (Kentucky)    -    38% (F)

			Roy Blount (Missouri)    -    41% (F)

			Bill Cassidy (Louisiana)    -    44% (F)

			Bob Corker (Tennessee)    -    49% (F)

			 

			A famous quote, often attributed to Ronald Reagan, describes the Republican Party’s “big tent” philosophy this way: “The person who’s my 80 percent friend isn’t my 20 percent enemy.” Well, how would you describe someone who isn’t your friend a clear majority of the time? Most of us would definitely consider such a person an enemy.

			And that’s only looking at the Liberty Score of Republicans who represent deep red states, where presumably you’re safe to pretend to be as conservative as you wanna be. The GOP has sunk so low it won’t even lie to us anymore. 

			Points for honesty, I suppose. 

			Now, to complete this depressing thought exercise, compare the list of GOP betrayers to the roster of Democratic senators from swing states. Here is a sampling of their Liberty Scores at the time this book was being written:

			 

			Sherrod Brown (Ohio)    -    10% (F)

			Michael Bennett (Colorado)    -    10% (F)

			Tammy Baldwin (Wisconsin)    -    9% (F)

			Gary Peters (Michigan)    -    8% (F)

			Debbie Stabenow (Michigan)    -    8% (F)

			Mark Warner (Virginia)    -    4% (F)

			Bill Nelson (Florida)    -    2% (F)

			Tim Kaine (Virginia)    -    2% (F)

			Catherine Cortez Masto (Nevada)    -    0% (F)

			 

			As you can see for yourself, Democrats in swing states—where both parties are competitive statewide—are collectively much further to the left than their Republican counterparts are to the right in their safe states.

			And it’s not even close!

			Suppose American culture were a highway, with Republican leaders in one car and Democratic leaders in the other. While driving down that highway, they each come upon the same exit sign. It reads, “Next stop: ash heap of history.” 

			Democrats would see that puppy and anxiously press the pedal to the medal, doing whatever it takes to arrive there as fast as they can—all the while calling everyone they passed racist/misogynistic/xenophobic/homophobic because they dared not be as orgasmic at the prospect of destroying the last bastion of liberty on this planet as they are. 

			On the other hand, the Republican Party would see that sign and perform the following steps (in order):

			 

			1.	Check their mirrors.

			2.	Apply the appropriate turn signal. 

			3.	Make sure their hands are firmly at ten and two on the wheel before conducting the necessary turn.

			4.	Double-check their seat belts are fastened. 

			5.	Studiously obey all driving regulations and highway markers the rest of the way, especially the speed limit. They’re the “law and order party” after all!

			6.	Make one last call to some corporatist donor, just to make sure that’s still the exit they want.

			7.	Get off at the exact same exit and arrive at the exact same destination, albeit a little later than the Democrats who already got there. 

			8.	Promptly gloat that while Democrats were reckless in reaching said ash heap, we should all be thankful they—the Republicans—were there to make sure we arrived at oblivion as safely as possible. 

			 

			Elections don’t seem to decide which direction the country heads in as much as the speed in which we go there. 

			So, no, I’m not throwing some click-baity hot take out there when I said there’s little difference between the two sides of the unibrow.  It’s an observation based on the facts, which I just showed you. 

			Now it’s up to you to decide what to do with those facts. I suppose you could close this book now, retreat to your safe space, and prove the snowflake culture isn’t just for brainwashed millennials. Or, you could gird your loins and continue on. I’ll wait. 

			Still here? Good. Let’s take it again from the top. 

			We kind of suck at this. 

			And it’s probably time to define the “we” here. 

			The “we” in this case are conservatives. Oh, and let me say this right now. Too many of you reading this are claiming to be conservatives, but you’re really not. There’s a simple way to tell if I’m talking about you. 

			If you’re offended at what I just wrote, and thus contemplating tossing this book aside once more before it really gets started, then your butt-hurt reveals I’m probably talking about you. So go ahead, prove me right. Walk away right now and keep pretending that just because you’re not a pinko commie, that somehow makes you the next William F. Buckley. 

			Because that seems to be what “conservative” means all too often nowadays. That you find Soviet-inspired political correctness repulsive and you aren’t a communist. Talk about dumbing down your standard. We used to call applauding the freedoms of conscience and speech simply being an American. 

			So congratulations, you’re actually paying attention, I suppose, and haven’t given yourself over to the cult of progressivism (yeah, I said cult for a reason—more on that later if you last that long). But an America worth conserving ain’t handing out any participatory trophies on my watch. 

			On the other hand, if my challenge to your conservative credentials didn’t offend you, but like me you’re tired of seeing the term dumbed down to it being meaningless, then you are the wind beneath my wings. Hop on board, for this journey is for you. 

			Maybe you’re new to the political scene, and you want to know what conservatism really is and isn’t. Or if you wonder why conservatism has not been tried and found wanting, but rather has been found difficult and rarely tried, this journey is for you, too. 

			Right about now, some smart aleck is reading this and thinking, “I don’t even know who in the Sam Hill you are, dude, so where do you get off appointing yourself the judge of who or what is an authentic conservative?”

			I’m glad you went there, because that’s one of the key problems we have as conservatives. We have too many people defining what it means to be a conservative, rather than conservatism defining for us who are its people. 

			Somehow along the way, conservatism lost its way. It was permitted to be amended, morphed, or even outright bastardized to conform to the image of whatever fad or politician had taken hold of the Republican Party at the time. A mere prisoner of the moment, rather than a timeless movement. An instrument became an industry. 

			See, conservatism isn’t an ideology as much as it’s an observational science. Authentic conservatism comes from being an honest student of history. And then, from there, seeking to conserve for this and future generations that which has been revealed by history to be best for humans. 

			The root word of any word is what that word actually means. What’s the root word of conservativism? You got it: “conserve.” We are conservationists of that which has proven to be noble, just, beautiful, and true through time. We are so much more than a political party, or lack thereof. 

			We are stewards. 

			By assenting to be such stewards, we therefore give up our personal preferences, desires, and subjective opinions when they conflict with the objective truths revealed by history. For we are acknowledging there are forces at work in this world mightier than ourselves, and wisdom is first born by acknowledging God is God and we are not. 

			It is here we best emulate our founding fathers, who to varying degrees were fallen or flawed because they were just men. But despite their imperfections, they became just men (see what I did there?) by learning from history instead of believing they could arrogantly ignore or reshape it to their whims as today’s postmodern progressives do.

			That made them, wait for it…wait for it…wait for it…humble. 

			Ah, yes, humble, which means to display humility. You see that humility in how often they invoked providence (meaning the will of Almighty God), even going so far as to acknowledge that our rights come from God and not government. In the hopes that recognition would endow a government limited to how it can serve its people, instead of compelling a people to serve their government. That’s the kind of humility that is in short supply these days. 

			Some of you might say, “Boy, Steve, you don’t sound very humble. You sound pretty arrogant, actually.”

			No, I’m confident, not arrogant, and they are not the same. Arrogant is when you believe in your truth. Confident is when you believe in the truth. 

			The first thing any conservative must admit is the truth is out there, waiting to be discovered. But it will still be true even if we don’t discover it, or choose to discard it even after we do. 

			A firm reliance on divine providence and history gives us confidence that we’re headed somewhere as a species. That there is a cosmic plan. That there are good reasons for bad things, even if we don’t know them yet. That all things will eventually work together for that greatest good, despite our temptations and toils as human beings. That one sweet day, we will look up and see our salvation is at hand. Good will ultimately prevail, despite our best attempts down through the ages to not make it so.

			That’s where my confidence in conservatism comes from. 

			I’m a kid born to a fifteen-year-old mom, who chose (thankfully) not to abort me in the early days after Roe v. Wade. I grew up in a home with drug and alcohol abuse, that all too often led to physical and emotional abuse. 

			I got kicked out of university because they apparently don’t hand out degrees for majoring in Tecmo Super Bowl and party balls, especially when you didn’t bother to attend a single class the entire semester. I wished they would’ve told me that ahead of time. I mean, how was I supposed to know you were actually expected to be a student—and on a coed floor no less? But I digress; we’re all victims, of course.

			Oh, and did I mention I met my wife in a hook-up chat room on the old, dial-up AOL, which might as well have been called “pagans in heat”? Heck, when we brought our first child home, her crib had to share a room in our crummy apartment with a porn collection that would make Ron Jeremy blush. 

			In short, I was conceived in, and then did, almost everything progressive utopians promise us is “freedom.” 

			Except what I got from it wasn't freedom  at all, but bondage—to debt, personal baggage and dysfunction.

			To be a conservative is not to elevate yourself, but to come to the end of yourself. You seek to align your beliefs and behaviors with the tide of history, guided by history’s ultimate judge, as often as possible. 

			What I’m really saying is no one gets to define what or who conservatism is, for what is worthy of conserving has already been defined for us.

			That recognition also produces integrity—meaning a consistency (not perfection, because none of us is perfect) of belief and behavior. And if we fail, as we all will, to live up to the standard we claim, we have the humility to admit it, be held accountable, and try to do better next time.

			 If you want to know why we sadly have conservative heroes we used to look up to selling us out at every turn, it’s because for them, for whatever reason, this has become about elevating themselves. Ego has replaced integrity. They are, ironically, like the very snowflakes they often mock for clickbait, arrogantly believing if it weren’t for their presence or way of putting things, conservatism would melt away.

			This is always where the sellout starts, and it’s a pattern all too familiar in our pulpits as well.

			If I should ever rise above my current better-than-average career prospects, I will be susceptible to it, too, for this is the human condition. Therefore by the grace of God go us all. So I won’t mention any names here, because I don’t have to. We both know some names already came to mind, don’t we?

			And when we as conservatives give up on that which is objectively true, and instead rely upon that which we subjectively scheme, we fail not just ourselves but our fellow man and families. We are no longer stewards but salesmen.

			We devolve from patriots to partisans. And there are definitely differences between the two. Big differences.

			Patriots preserve (or conserve) an exceptional country. Partisans allow exceptionalism to perish while they’re busy posturing either for profit or position. Patriots believe in a higher cause. Partisans believe theirs is the cause. Patriots will defend their rights as citizens. Partisans will gladly trade their rights as citizens for political power. Patriots believe what matters is if the politicians support the people. Partisans believe what matters is if the people support their preferred politicians.

			How can we tell if that’s happened to us? Try taking this simple ten-question test:

			 

			  1.	Are you willing to even ask yourself “am I a patriot or a partisan”? Often a good sign we’ve yet to succumb is our willingness to self-critique. 

			  2.	Do you seek to politicize almost everything and almost every circumstance, or are you offended when others seek to? 

			  3.	Have you ever said the following: “I only watch/listen/read [fill in the blank of your favorite media echo chamber here]. I don’t trust any information unless it’s from them?”

			  4.	Do you alter your core convictions to justify voting for a candidate? No, I don’t mean a willingness to choose between imperfect options. We live in a fallen world, after all, so we must confront less-than-ideal choices every day. What I mean specifically is, do you refuse to even acknowledge you’re compelled to make an imperfect choice instead of deluding yourself by rationalizing the option you deem less painful is now heroic and ideal, when it’s clearly not? 

			  5.	Do you really believe it every time a politician has said “this is the most important election of our lifetimes”?

			  6.	Do you believe America’s ultimate future is at stake in the next election, like you believed it was in the last one, and the one before that, and the one before that, and the one before that, and the one before that, and the one before that? Then, just days after the party you voted for won the election and took power, you found yourself already complaining about how they always sell you out? However, once the next election rolls around, you’re back to repeating “the future is at stake” mantra all over again?

			  7.	Have you ever compared a misbehaving politician favorably to King David, while ignoring the fact that King David’s personal peccadilloes nearly led to the downfall of his kingdom—and both his people and his family paid heavy prices for them?

			  8.	Do you define “fake news” as the news that isn’t politically convenient for you to believe at the time?

			  9.	Can you articulate what you’re actually for better than you can condemn what you think you’re against?

			10.	Is your excuse for constantly being betrayed by Republicans you helped elect that they’re the “stupid party”?

			 

			If you answered yes to at least several of these questions, then consider this your intervention before it’s too late and you end up cranky and miserable on the ash heap of history. If you answered no to most or all of these, then prepare yourself to remain on the narrow road. We need you to stay vigilant for the task at hand.

			No matter which camp you’re in, if you dare proceed with this book from here, you’re about to get a crash course on how the truth can set us free. As in, free to see the world as it really is, not as we prefer it to be. Free from magical thinking, and on to critical thinking instead. Free from deception, including the way we deceive ourselves.

			It won’t be subtle, and it won’t be gentle. But it will be necessary. I can’t promise you this will be the best political book you’ve ever read, but I can assure you it will be among the most honest.

			Bombs away!

			 

		


		
			LIE #1

			The Republican Party is Our Rightful Home

			[image: TruthBombs.psd]Political parties may be the single most corrupting influence ever devised by mortal man.

			The older I get, the smarter Thomas Jefferson becomes. 

			While I prefer my theology with a more robust helping of orthodoxy than Jefferson fancied, when it comes to politics he was nothing short of a prophet. One of his keenest insights was on the corrupting nature of political parties.1 Jefferson once quipped, “If I could not go to Heaven but only with a political party, I would rather not go there at all.”

			In other words, Hell—a place of everlasting torment, estrangement, and desolation that is the dominion of the devil himself (evil incarnate)—was preferable to perhaps our most brilliant Founding Father than spending eternity in paradise with political hacks. And while Jefferson was clearly being sarcastic, he may not have been all that far off. 

			At the very least, the myopia and internal corruption caused by undying allegiance to a political party is as much of a threat to liberty as any domestic dissension or would-be foreign invader. For it rots the soul, of both the individual and the nation at large, which results in the dulling of not just our senses but our intellect and integrity. 

			In other words, if we’re not careful, slavish devotion to political parties makes us dumber and more deceitful. 

			A dumber and more deceitful populace is a lethal combo to liberty. It erodes cultural cohesion until a country is softened up to accept an unprecedented level of authoritarianism from the next false political messiah, who comes along promising “hope and change” or “I alone can solve your problems.” 

			But a free people won’t just leap from liberty to authoritarianism. They must be corrupted first by the status quo. In history, that status quo was often represented by monarchies, oligarchies, feudal lords, or empires. In our day and age, it is represented by political parties. 

			For sure, political parties can be, and have been, tools to do good. Just as not all monarchs, oligarchs, feudal lords, and empires throughout human history were evil. But once a people tie their identities and destinies to these earthly instruments, the clock is ticking on their sanity and character. 

			Once that happens, eventually will arise “a pharaoh who knows not Joseph” (if you get the biblical reference), who either wasn’t a participant in the virtues of the past or wants to vanquish them altogether because raw power is preferable. 

			He will exploit the imbalance within the people—demonstrated by the fact they have lost themselves to the system—to acquire and/or consolidate power. Convincing them—via charisma, rhetoric, and exploiting their collective fear of the political alternative—their hopes ultimately reside with him. His demise means their doom.

			This is how our two major political parties function nowadays. They each offer little in the hopes of affirmative change and far more often exploit the fear of the consequences of the other party winning. If only I had a penny for every time someone has said something like this to me: “I don’t vote for anyone anymore, only against the other,” I’d be as rich as Warren Buffet by now. 

			Democrats and Republicans offer you a lack of change agents on purpose, because at the leadership level they are creatures of the status quo. One party run by neo-Marxist progressives, the other by corporatist progressives. Collectively they are not proxies of an existential battle for the soul of a nation, but a unibrow. 

			This is why they battle most fiercely over procedure, like government shutdowns, and not principles, like what should the government’s moral and constitutional purpose be in the first place? The former speaks to what empowers them and the system they serve. The latter speaks to what actually serves you. 

			They are not competitors in the traditional zero-sum sense, as in one side wins at the expense of the other. Rather, they are a duopoly. Since they’re considered the only options that exist in the political marketplace, they both win regardless of what the voters decide on Election Day. All the outcome typically determines is how much more one party won than the other. 

			More seats on a committee. More positions of leadership. More office space. More negotiating leverage with lobbyists. More say in specific legislation. More reasons to genuflect to donors. More chances to virtue-signal for mainstream media acceptance. 

			But make no mistake, the “losing” party will have ample opportunity to do all those things just the same. Just as the size and scope of government is never really reduced (only if we’re lucky they’ll slow the rate of growth), so it goes with the so-called losing party after an election. They’re not cut off from the levers of power—only given access to fewer of them. 

			This is particularly true after Republicans win elections, because they loathe their conservative base at least as much as the Democrats do. The Democrats may loathe us philosophically, but Republicans loathe us personally. 

			See, the people running the Republican Party seek to pillage and plunder the taxpayer every bit as much as the Democrats do, albeit for a different set of special interests and priorities. And they’re just as eager to support America’s slouch to Gomorrah as well. But they can’t fully take the Thelma & Louise plunge2 as long as they have to still pretend for our benefit. This puts Republicans in the untenable position of perpetually fighting a two-fight war. 

			On the one hand, there’s the fight for power and positioning with Democrats, which on its own could simply be negotiated since they both want mostly the same thing anyway—more government, more spending, more amnesty, and so forth. 

			However, as long as Republicans must present the pretense of being an opposition party by paying us lip service, their negotiating power is diminished. Which brings us to the second front: the GOP’s ongoing war on (not with) its own base. 

			This is why they rarely show resolve on our issues. They know they have to talk a talk they don’t believe but will get killed by the liberal media despite no plans to follow through by walking it out anyway. So they get the worst of both worlds. They get killed by the liberal media for conservative rhetoric, all the while getting killed by their conservative base for having almost no record to show for it. 

			This creates a level of personal animosity for us even the Democrats don’t have. You can see it in the way they come harder after those who would seek to challenge their power within the Republican Party than they do the Democrats. 

			Mitt Romney went hard after Donald Trump3 as he was seeking the 2016 Republican presidential nomination (several of his criticisms of Trump I shared at the time). Romney left no flesh on the bone, going so far as to refer to Trump as a “con man.” Meanwhile, during the final 2012 presidential debate, with a tight race on the line, the Huffington Post noted then-GOP presidential nominee Romney “agreed with Obama on everything.”4

			John McCain once ridiculed conservatives daring to challenge the status quo on Capitol Hill as “wacko birds,”5 but when he was the Republican presidential nominee in 2008 McCain told conservatives “you don’t have to be scared” of an Obama presidency.6 

			This came after it was revealed that Obama spent years as a disciple of a heretical, anti-American pastor, and described those who disagreed with a progressive remaking of America as “bitter” while they “cling to guns or religion.”7 As president, Obama would go on to preside over unprecedented intrusions upon liberty—like taking nuns all the way to the Supreme Court, demanding they disobey their vow of chastity to pay for the killing of children by the promiscuous.8 

			So, um, yeah, no reasons to be scared here. 

			There are so many more examples of Republicans fighting their own base harder than the Democrats, it would take an entire book by itself to catalog them. But I don’t have to, because if you’re a conservative reading this right now you’re nodding your head in agreement, knowing this to be true. You’ve already lived it. 

			I’ve done my share of primary campaigns, in coverage and activism, all over the country. And if you don’t think the GOP elites have a killer instinct it’s because you haven’t truly seen them try to kill. You’re primarily focused on how they take on the Democrats. And you wonder why when the Democrats come at them with “you’re a racist, misogynist, homophobic xenophobe bigot,” most Republicans simply and blandly respond with something like, “I don’t want to question the motives and character of my Democratic opponent; we simply disagree on the issues.”

			As a species, we attack most viciously that which truly threatens us. That’s why the Republican Party typically attacks conservatives more viciously than it does the Democrats. With the Democrats they simply disagree regarding the pace and procedure for implementing progressivism. With us they fundamentally disagree on the role of government, what defines a culture, what the Constitution means. The list goes on. 

			Most Republicans are progressives, just of a different denomination than most Democrats, and one word defines the ultimate goal of progressivism in all its forms: control. Republican Party elites would rather lose elections to Democrats than lose control of the Republican Party to conservatives. This is why they fight us harder than they fight them. 

			To the Republican Party, we conservatives are the “them.” 

			We conservatives see ourselves as the heroine Katniss Everdeen from The Hunger Games—reluctant culture warriors who really don’t want to spend our lives in government but would rather live our lives away from “the Capitol” enjoying our families and the fruits of our labors. We only get involved because we have to, not because we want to. And we’re out of there the first chance we get. 

			We see the Left as President Snow, the authoritarian who uses a centralized government to maintain control of commerce and conscience—all the while his willing patsies/accomplices in pop culture (like Stanley Tucci’s character Caesar Flickerman) dumb down the masses with empty calorie consumption on the boob tube. 

			Yet if you know how the story ends, you know there’s a missing character here, a reveal that shocks the audience and shows the emptiness of putting your faith in political messiahs/parties. 

			At first, Katniss believes she’s fighting for the freedom fighters of District 13, led by Alma Coin. On the surface Coin seems reserved, selfless, and not driven to extremes. Except it turns out she’s been a false flag operation the entire time. Behind her technocratic exterior lies one just as cunning as President Snow, albeit for the interests of her District 13 instead of Snow’s District 1.

			Coin has simply been using the powerful symbolism of the courage of conviction driving Katniss, and those she inspires, for her own partisan political purposes. Once she successfully overthrows Snow, Coin continues on with the status quo. All that’s changed is who has control of it.

			Alma Coin is the Republican Party.

			Repealing and replacing Obamacare sounded great, until the insurance cartel that fills Republican campaign coffers balked at actually having to operate in a free market rather than the guaranteed outcome government was giving them. Then Republicans suddenly didn’t have the numbers to repeal it, after promising to do this for years and holding over fifty show votes. But dang if railing against Obamacare didn’t help Republicans win over nine hundred elections nationwide.9 Alma Coin would be proud.

			On issue after issue, year after year, the Republicans similarly exploit our principles and policy ideas to get power, only to do almost nothing with them while in office as they maintain the status quo for their vested interests.

			As a result, other than perhaps Second Amendment freedoms, virtually nowhere is America more conservative in terms of public policy today than it was thirty years ago when Ronald Reagan left office.

			Right about now, some of you reading this are grimacing. Wanting me not to throw the baby out with the bathwater, because there are some good conservatives in elected office in the Republican Party fighting the good fight on our behalf.

			I know several of those people. I even helped some of them get elected. And that’s why I also know that if we gave them truth serum they would agree with everything I just told you. They’re living it every day, frustrated beyond belief. I’m simply saying what they wished they could say and/or feel as if they can’t.

			The leadership of the Democratic Party is to the left of the average Democrat voter. The leadership of the Republican Party is to the left of the average Republican voter. So guess which direction we go regardless of who wins elections? The only debate is the rate of speed, and whose palm is getting greased on the way.

			Today’s Republicans, with limited exceptions, are yesterday’s Democrats. They are arguing for the stuff now the Left wanted ten to twenty years ago. Want to know what the Republican Party will be advocating ten to twenty years from now, provided we allow it to live that long? Simply look at what Democrats are for now.

			By the way, what was Katniss’s solution to being used by Coin to trade one authoritarian regime for another? Why, she decided to spend the rest of her days going along with it, of course, because Coin was “the lesser of two evils” and she had to “vote against” Snow to save the country or something. After all, her favorite cable news host she loved more than her own children told her to.

			Oh, no, that’s what we’re doing with the Republican Party. Neutering ourselves one election at a time, until all testicular fortitude is gone.

			Instead, Katniss was all like “screw that noise” and put Coin down herself—proving that ballsy is, indeed, a fluid construct. Katniss figured she helped make the mess, so she had a responsibility to clean it up. She’d rather be damned then fight to settle for being the cog in a different authoritarian machine.

			But Katniss wasn’t much of a joiner. She was never indoctrinated into the system as much as she was estranged from it. So she had yet to lose herself to it. She never believed her identity or destiny was tied to sustaining the system. Rather, she thought sustaining the system threatened those things.

			One instinct produces complacency, the other courage. Complacency turns us into partisans, while courage forges us into patriots. One is corruption, the other conviction.

			Which of these are we?

			Mothers and fathers will put up with betrayals and deceptions from their favorite politicians they’d never tolerate in their own children. All because they have what I like to call “the magic R.”

			Christians will turn Nebuchadnezzar10—the brutal, bloodthirsty dictator of the ancient world—into a positive metaphor for their favorite politician. Who once brought forth the children of a Jewish king, killed them all in front of him, and then plucked his eyes out so that would be the last thing the king would ever see. All because he had “the magic R.”

			Some of us will decide global gangsters like Vladimir Putin might not be so bad on second thought. The Ten Commandments might be mere suggestions. And when we once thought a president golfing every weekend was a sign of laziness, it’s now such a tough job that he needs that break. All because he has “the magic R.”

			“The magic R” is more powerful than the hem of the Savior’s garment. More powerful than the rosary. More powerful than the Apostle’s Creed. More powerful than a seder remembrance. All who succumb to “the magic R” marvel at it and want to be like the one with it.

			As their scriptures say:

			 

			“And it was bestowed upon him after the primary, the magic R, and he was credited righteous.” 2 Self-Righteous 6:66

			 

			The cynic might say this whole “magic R” thing sure sounds more like a scarlet letter, or even a mark of the beast, when you look closely at it. But, hey, the Democrats booed God at their convention once,11 so that gives us permission to twist and turn God’s Word as we see fit. 

			This is “God’s Own Party” after all.
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