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Prologue




My name is Neve and I’m about to turn 13. My birthday is on May 1 st, which is just a week away. I'm an only child. I was adopted when I was just a few days old. I never knew my birth parents, which never really bothered me. My adoptive parents are poor, but I know they love me.

I live in the small village of Cloone, next door to my best friend Tally and her brother Dara. We go to the same Convent school, so we walk to and from school together every day. 

Our lives were quite ordinary. Then one day, Tally stumbled across a secret door in the convent where her mother works as a washer woman. That discovery led the three of us on a wild adventure to save a Fairy Ring Fort from destruction. 

After that adventure our lives went back to normal for a few years. My 13th birthday was the most exciting thing on the horizon. Then a letter arrived in the post and everything changed.
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A Letter Arrives in the Post





Tally asks me on our way to school. “What do you want to do on your birthday?” 

“Mam’s going to have a special birthday lunch for me. Of course, you and Dara are invited.”

“Brilliant!” Tally exclaims, clapping her hands with glee. “Can we go to Dooneys for ice-cream after?”

“For sure,” I say, feeling happy that I have such good friends.

There’s a letter propped up on the kitchen table when I get home from school. “What’s this, mam?” 

“Oh, that came in the post today. It looks like it’s from Uncle Cormac.”

Uncle Cormac is my favorite uncle. He’s a professor of Irish Mythology at Blackrock College in Rossmore. I tear open the envelope and read the letter. 

“Mam, the letter says that Uncle Cormac is coming to Cloone on my birthday. He says he has special news to tell me.”

I read Uncle Cormac’s letter out loud to mam. 

Dearest Óona,

In one week, on May 1st. you will turn thirteen years old. On your birthday I have something very important to tell you about your past, present and future. I must tell you this in person, so I will be taking the bus from Rossmore to Cloone on your birthday. I will arrive in Cloone around noon. Please meet me at the bus stop. 

I look forward to seeing you. 

Uncle Cormac



Brilliant!” says mam. “It’ll be so nice to see him.”


      [image: ]“The letter says, Dear Óona. Who’s Óona?” Tally asks me later when I show her the letter.

“Me. That’s the name I was given when I was born. When my parents adopted me, they wanted to name me after my Grandma Neve. So, they changed my name to Neve and kept Óona as my middle name.”

“But why does your Uncle Cormac still call you Óona?” Tally asks. “Doesn’t that make your parents mad?”

“My mam gets kinda annoyed. But Uncle Cormac refuses to call me Neve. He always calls me Óona. And Uncle Cormac is mam’s favourite brother, so he gets a pass.”

“Isn’t he your mam’s only brother?” Tally asks frowning. 

“Yep!” I reply laughing.

Tally laughs too when she gets it.
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Bad News for my Birthday





Tally and Dara sing ‘Happy Birthday.’ That probably sounds super corny, but I feel really happy. Tally made me a friendship bracelet and Dara got me a book on Science Experiments. 

After I open my gifts, we go to meet Uncle Cormac at the Cloone bus stop.  The bus arrives on time. Everyone gets off but there's no sign of Uncle Cormac.

“Mister Feeny, when's the next bus from Rossmore?” I ask the driver, thinking Uncle Cormac must have missed the bus.

“Not till noon tomorrow, Neve,” the bus driver replies. "Are you expecting someone?"

“My uncle Cormac,” I say feeling disappointed.

"Sorry luv, maybe tomorrow," he says and waves goodbye before driving away.

“I’m so sorry, Neve,” says Tally. “Something must’ve happened. He wouldn’t let you down on purpose.”

[image: ]

When we get home, mam and da have a special birthday lunch for me. All my favourite foods are set out on the table: chicken tenders, sweet potatoes, and baby carrots in butter sauce, with fresh soda bread. Then, everyone sings as I blow out the candles on a chocolate cake decorated with tiny flowers. 

I feel happy to have my friends and family celebrating with me, but I miss Uncle Cormac. I’m worried something bad happened to him. I also can’t stop thinking about his letter. What special information does he have to tell me about my past, present and future?

[image: ]

“I’m sure there’s a simple explanation,” says da later when we’re clearing away the dishes. “He probably got delayed at work. For sure he’ll be on the bus tomorrow.”

The next day, me, Tally and Dara go back to the bus stop, but Uncle Cormac is not on the bus. When we arrive home without Uncle Cormac, da says, “I’ll call Blackrock College and find out what’s going on.”
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Where is Uncle Cormac?





Aweek goes by, then two weeks. Then a month passes with no word from Uncle Cormac. 

“Staff at Blackrock College called the police,” da tells me and mam. “Cormac seems to have vanished without a trace.”

“But where would he go without telling us? We’re his only family.” 

Mam starts to cry. I feel tears welling up inside me too.

Da says, “Cormac could have gone out for a stroll along the cliffs and fell into the ocean. You know how much he likes going for walks in all kinds of bad weather.”

Me and mam start sobbing and soon da is crying too.


      [image: ]Later, I tell Tally and Dara the bad news about Uncle Cormac, and they feel very sad for me.

Tally gives me a hug. “I’m so sorry, Neve. You must be heartbroken.” 

“Oh, Neve, this is terrible news,” says Dara. “I know how special Uncle Cormac is to you.”

“So, here's the strange part,” I say between sobs. “Something tells me he’s not dead.”

“What?” asks Dara. “Why do you think that?”

“Dunno,” I reply. “It’s just a feeling I have.”

“Could it be that you want him to be alive so bad, you're imagining it?” Dara asks.

“Dara, I trust Neve’s intuition,” says Tally. “If she thinks Cormac is alive, I believe her.”

“Then where is he?” asks Dara.

“Kidnapped,” I blurt out. “Deep down in my heart, I think he’s been kidnapped.”

“I’m sorry, Neve, but that sounds far-fetched,” says Dara. “Who’d want to kidnap a professor of Irish Mythology at a small College in the middle of nowhere? It makes no sense. It’s not like he’s filthy rich or anything … is he filthy rich?”

“No, he’s not filthy rich. He’s not rich at all. But I feel sure he’s been kidnapped and I’m going to find out who took him,” I reply. 

“You can count on me to help,” says Tally.

Dara frowns and stares at both of us for a few minutes and then sighs. “Okay, count me in too.”
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Uncle Cormac is Missing





Uncle Cormac has been missing for 6 weeks when mam and da get a letter in the post from Professor Trumble, Uncle Cormac’s boss at Blackrock College. 

The letter says the police think that Uncle Cormac fell into the sea while walking along the cliffs, just like da said. They think he’s dead. The police have now closed the case. Because Uncle Cormac won’t be coming back to his job, mam and da need to go to Blackrock College and pick up his stuff.

Early on Saturday morning we trudge down to the bus stop and take the bus from Cloone to Blackrock College in Rossmore. Tally and Dara come along with us for moral support.

We look out the window as the bus bumps along the country roads to Rossmore. When the bus gets close to the town of Rossmore, which is by the ocean, sea gulls screech and swoop on the wind above the bus. Then, Dara calls out in excitement, “Look! There it is - Blackrock College!”

[image: ]

Tally and me look to where he’s pointing.  A big dark stone building is perched high on the cliff. The building has tall towers with iron lightning rods that stick out of the top. It looks like a spooky fairy tale castle.
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