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            FOREWORD

          

        

      

    

    
      The message in this book was delivered at the International Youth Bible Camp in Koume from July 21 to July 30, 2023.

      The Lord wants to send a warning to the believers’ children, to our children. They are essential. God’s vision for each of them is to be an iroko tree. i.e. pillar boys and pillar girls (iroko sons and iroko daughters), firmly rooted in the Lord. But more and more, a corrupt seed is emerging in the church: both boys and girls who are bold, corrupt, perverse, wicked, and irreverent. More and more, there are those who, instead of becoming deeply rooted in the Lord, are becoming more and more callous and profane, without love for God, though with a lot of religion. They even want a career in God's service but do not know God. All who are rooted in the presence of God will be fresh and fruitful. But how can you be like that if you are a son of Belial?

      The Bible relates the story of the two sons of Eli, Hophni and Phineas, who, instead of serving God as His priests at the altar according to the election of their family, used their position to profane the offerings of God’s people and commit many other sins at the sanctuary. Even when their father, the high priest, rebuked them, they disregarded his warning and boldly continued profaning the temple and the sacrifices of the people. After some time of apparent silence, the Lord’s judgement came. This served as a warning to the children of God and those committed to His service: the righteous God of the universe will judge sin! Anyone in the church who keeps sinning can rest assured that God’s judgement will come. He is a son of Belial, a son of the devil. But the righteous God will also reward His faithful children.

      Amid the rottenness that Hophni and Phineas had brought about in the temple, Samuel feared the Lord, walked with God and developed a relationship with God that eventually gave Israel a national prophet and a kingmaker. The fact that everyone around you in the church is sinning does not mean that you must become like them. You can walk with God. You should walk with God. You should be an asset to advance the kingdom of God on earth. You can be a son of God.

      Are you a son of Belial?

      Are you a son of God?

      The choice is yours.

      If you are not ready to face the truth of your life and service to God, this book is not for you. Please do not read it! But if you long after God’s approval, this book is for you. May the Holy Spirit shed on you the light that you need to see yourself as God sees you, and may you thrive relentlessly to please God and be approved by Him.

      
        
        Koume, 05th August 2023

      

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            INTRODUCTION

          

        

      

    

    
      THE YOUTHS ARE ESSENTIAL.

      In 2020, there was a considerable pandemic called COVID-19. Many people died, especially older people. So, if a church has many older people when the COVID-19 pandemic ends, that church will no longer exist. But if the church is young, comprised of many young children, youths, and young adults, then that church will be vibrant and buoyant. In Cameroon, 75% of the population is under 25 years old. So, in our work in Cameroon, the majority should be those under 25 years old. Of the 75%, 60% of the population of Cameroon are less than 15 years old. So, if we conquer those under 15 years, we have conquered 60% of the nation, more than half of the country.

      What are we saying? You are important.

      Say:

      
        
        
        “I am important. I am important for the vision. I am important for our goal. I am important for our ministry. I am important to God.”

      

      

      

      Some years ago, I read about the sanctuary value of age groups for you.

      
        
        Leviticus 27: 1 – 8

        The LORD said to Moses, “Speak to the Israelites and say to them: ‘If anyone makes a special vow to dedicate a person to the LORD by giving the equivalent value, set the value of a male between the ages of twenty and sixty at fifty shekels of silver, according to the sanctuary shekel; for a female, set her value at thirty shekels; for a person between the ages of five and twenty, set the value of a male at twenty shekels and of a female at ten shekels; for a person between one month and five years, set the value of a male at five shekels of silver and that of a female at three shekels of silver; for a person sixty years old or more, set the value of a male at fifteen shekels and of a female at ten shekels. If anyone making the vow is too poor to pay the specified amount, the person being dedicated is to be presented to the priest, who will set the value according to what the one making the vow can afford.
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      If you have a head for arithmetic, you will realise that if you gave yourself to God at four, you already have a sanctuary value of 5 shekels for the boys and 3 shekels for the girls. And if you walk with God such that throughout the period between 5 and 20, you belong to God totally, your sanctuary value added to the 5 will be 25 shekels for the boys and 13 for the girls. And if, at the age of 20, you start serving the Lord with all your might until you are 60 years old, you will total 75 shekels for the boys and 43 shekels for the girls. If the Lord enables you to live more than 60 years while serving the Lord, you will have a total sanctuary value of 90 shekels for men and 53 for ladies.

      Why is the sanctuary value for the girls lower than that of the boys? The girls are expected to get married, and the boys will disturb them.

      Say again:

      
        
        
        “I am important for world conquest.”

      

      

      

      And tell your brother:

      
        
        
        “You are important to God.”

      

      

      

      Proclaim:

      
        
        
        “O Lord, I am important for the Kingdom of God. I am important for our ministry. I am important for the Gospel.”

      

      

      

      Hallelujah! You are important to God, essential for our ministry, important for the Kingdom of God, and critical for the Gospel. You are the generation that will hand over our goal to the Lord Jesus.

      Proclaim:

      
        
        
        “We are the generation that shall hand the goal to the Lord Jesus. We are the generation that shall lay the goal accomplished at the feet of the Lord Jesus.”

      

      

      

      IROKO SONS, PILLAR DAUGHTERS

      You are important to us. Because you are important to God as the generation that will lay the accomplished goal at the feet of the Lord Jesus, you are, therefore, essential to us. You are critical to us. So, we shall bless you and build you to look like what the psalmist says.

      
        
        Psalm 144:12

        Then our sons in their youth will be like well-nurtured plants, and our daughters will be like pillars carved to adorn a palace.

      

      

      We shall bless you and build you to look like what the psalmist says here: tall, “well-nurtured plants,” sons like well-nurtured plants, and daughters like pillars. We want our sons to be like well-nurtured plant sons and our daughters like pillar girls: nurtured sons and pillar girls. Well-nurtured sons and pillar girls. Sons who are well nurtured.

      In Europe, there is a tree called the oak. It grows tall, and it lasts for a long! So, we shall call our sons oaken sons and our daughters pillar or palace daughters. Oaken sons, iroko sons, ebony sons, mahogany sons… The oak tree can grow as tall as 40m and last for over 150 years in Europe, but for us in Africa, the iroko lasts 500 years and grows 40 to 45m tall. We want Iroko sons. Since we are in Africa, we have better trees. Ebony is stronger than the oak. Our sons in their youth will be like iroko sons, solid men. Our sons in their youth will be like solid trees. Our daughters in their youth will be like pillars, palace pillars, those who carry the homes and the houses of kings. Even if you are short, you are our palace daughter; you are our palace pillar. Iroko sons and palace pillars.

      We shall bless you and build you so that in God’s eyes, you may be helpful, like Iroko trees and palace pillars, so that you may be helpful.

      
        
        
        Let the parents pray that God may enable us to produce children who match this vision of God for our children.

        Pray that the Lord may enable us to produce sons who are strong and solid, with backbones and who do not bend, and daughters who are pillars for palaces.

        Pray that our children will not be rubbish children but children of value.

      

      

      

      What is a pillar? A pillar is a support. Our daughters shall be carriers of leaders, supporters of leaders, builders of leaders, and our sons shall be ebony trees. I know that ebony can live up to 700 years, actually 1000 years. In equal volumes, ebony is heavier than iron. There are oak trees that have lived over 5000 years. But let us stay with iroko. We want iroko sons, palace daughters, and pillar girls to carry leaders and help leaders. Jesus builds His church with pillar girls. Jesus builds His palace, which is the church, the house of the King of kings (the Church is the house of the King of kings), with pillar girls.

      Proclaim if you are a boy:

      
        
        
        “I will be an iroko boy. I will be an oaken boy! I will be an ebony boy. I will be a mahogany boy. I will be like the California pine. I will be like the oaks of the northern forests.”

      

      

      

      Proclaim if you are a girl:

      
        
        
        “I am a pillar girl.”

      

      

      

      A pillar is a carrier. It is strong, and the leaders can lean on it. Jesus used them to build His Church, Palace, and Heaven.

      
        
        
        Proclaim that you are a pillar girl.
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            CHILDREN AND BLESSINGS

          

        

      

    

    
      Yesterday, we said we shall bless and build you to be irokos of God and pillars for God. When we were coming to this meeting, one of my companions said something about his daughter. She has wounded him very deeply. When he spoke about her, his speech showed he was still hurt. I told him: “No! We must bless our children. We must make them strong through blessing.” We are not only going to build them; we are also going to bless them. We are to use blessings as instruments and tools to make our people strong.

      BLESSING STRENGTHENS

      Abraham blessed his children. He blessed even Ishmael, who was born in sin and outside the will of God. Isaac blessed his children. He blessed even Esau despite all of Esau’s disobedience. After Esau had cried a lot, his father gave him a reluctant blessing:

      
        
        “When you shall grow restless, you shall throw his yoke off your neck.” (Genesis 27:40)

      

      

      He left him a reluctant blessing.

      Jacob blessed his children. He blessed all of them. Jacob blessed the children of Joseph.

      Moses blessed the tribes of Israel.

      They blessed!

      They blessed!!

      They blessed!!

      They used blessing as a tool for strengthening!!!

      We do not often use blessings. I will take a straightforward example.

      BLESSING MAKES A DIFFERENCE

      
        
        Genesis 29:31–35

        When the Lord saw that Leah was not loved, he enabled her to conceive, but Rachel remained childless. Leah became pregnant and gave birth to a son. She named him Reuben, for she said, “It is because the Lord has seen my misery. Surely my husband will love me now.” She conceived again, and when she gave birth to a son she said, “Because the Lord heard that I am not loved, he gave me this one too.” So she named him Simeon. Again she conceived, and when she gave birth to a son she said,  “Now at last my husband will become attached to me, because I have borne him three sons.” So he was named Levi. She conceived again, and when she gave birth to a son she said, “This time I will praise the Lord.” So she named him Judah. Then she stopped having children.

      

      

      
        
        1 Chronicles 5:1–2

        The sons of Reuben the firstborn of Israel (he was the firstborn, but when he defiled his father’s marriage bed, his rights as firstborn were given to the sons of Joseph son of Israel; so he could not be listed in the genealogical record in accordance with his birthright, and though Judah was the strongest of his brothers and a ruler came from him, the rights of the firstborn belonged to Joseph).

      

      

      Compare these two passages. Leah gave birth to the first child, and there was a complaint in her heart. She called him Reuben. Then, she gave birth to Simeon, and her heart still had bitterness. She gave birth to Levi while there were still claims in her heart. Then she gave birth to a fourth child and said: “This time, praise the Lord! I will praise the Lord.”” The Bible says that this child who started with blessings became the strongest. “I will praise the Lord.” And the children, who were accompanied by complaints and claims, look at Reuben: “Reuben, you are the firstborn. But you will not prevail. […] Simeon and Levi, your anger is disastrous. I will scatter you […] Judah, you shall be a prince amongst your brothers. From you shall come the Shiloh, and in Him shall be the gathering of the people.”

      Those who are accompanied by blessing become strong!

      Those who are accompanied by blessing become strong!!

      We use blessings sparingly, but blessings are tools.

      We are to bless, and we are to build!

      We are to bless, and we are to build!!

      We are to bless, and we are to build!!!

      
        
        
        Pray that we will bless and build.

      

      

      

      I have a friend. I know five of them, siblings from one mother. One day, I asked her: “Why are you so different? Your brothers and sisters struggle for money, yet money comes to you so easily.” She would buy this to sell, and it sells well. She married as a virgin. She stayed with one man till the end. I asked her: “Why are you so different?.” Her siblings are very sick, and they struggle to make a living. She told me that when they were younger, her grandmother was bedridden with sickness. She used to fetch water for her grandmother before going to play. She did it spontaneously. Before she went out, she would go right to her grandmother’s room and ask her: “Grandma, do you need something?” She did it spontaneously; she was not doing it consciously. Her siblings did not do alike.

      She said that one day, she told her friends with whom she wanted to go and play: “Wait for me first.” Then she ran and fetched water for her grandmother. When she came back, her grandmother was peeling pistachio. When she put down her bucket of water and wanted to run away and play, her grandmother told her to wait. She had a bowl of pistachios that she had already peeled. She carried the bowl of pistachios and poured on her, and said: “May you be blessed, blessed, blessed. May blessings come on you as many as these pistachios.” She said she had been different from her siblings since that day. One man loved her in secondary school and decided to marry her, and he married her. He educated her and built her. Blessing separated her from the others. They were from the same father, mother, background, and circumstances, but she became different.

      She told me that she was cleaning her mother’s room another time. It was not her assigned house chore. She went to clean and tidy up her mother’s room. The mother was sick. The mother called her, held her hand and told her: “We die early in our family. It shall not be so with you. I have been sick all my life; you shall not be sick. Be different!” And she was hardly sick. It was a blessing. Her parents were not believers. The grandmother was not a believer. But blessing makes strong. The blessing of the Lord enriches.

      I remember five distinct times when I was blessed. One day, one of Brother Zach’s friends gave me a gift of $500 when we travelled to Nigeria. It was then a lot of money. I gave sister Adela $200. I put my $300 in an envelope and gave it to Brother Zach for the Ministry. It was not the first gift I was giving to God, but Brother Zach knew that we were going through difficult times financially. When he received that gift, something came on him. He told me: “Kneel down!” He laid hands on me and blessed me: “You will be rich beyond recognition. You will be rich beyond all your mother’s children. And you will be a blessing for them!” He blessed me to the point of tears. And brethren, it has followed me.

      You may look and envy people without knowing their background. They may not be better than you but there may be things behind them that you do not know. I have been blessed; it is not because I am the leader.

      Another time in Lagos, we had finished arranging his things and preparing him to return to Cameroon. We were even almost late. Then again, I think the Holy Spirit came upon him, and he told me: “Wait! Wait!! Kneel down.” And he blessed me. He told me: “You shall have thousands of lovers that shall love you more than you have loved me. May the Lord raise for you thousands to serve you as you have served me!” And it has followed me.

      I remember three other distinct seasons of blessing.

      Blessings make strong. We are to use blessings, and we are to learn how to use blessings. You do not scatter blessings carelessly. There are laws of blessings.

      We shall bless you and build you.

      We shall bless you and build you.

      We should bless and build.

      We should bless and build to accomplish the goal we read yesterday: “May our sons be like well-nurtured trees. May our daughters be like pillars that adorn the palaces of kings.” May our sons be strong and solid trees. May our daughters be pillars in the palaces of kings.

      
        
        
        Children, Raise your hands to God and plead that He will send human beings to bless you.

        Pray that the Lord will enable you to learn how to serve another person so that you may create an occasion to be blessed.

      

      

      

      I had a disciple whose father was very sick. I told him: “Your father will die. Run home and beg him to bless you before he goes.” He ran home, and he did many things to serve his father. When he returned, I asked him: “Did you ask him to bless you?” He said, “No.” When I asked why, he said, “How do you tell your father: ‘You are going to die; so, bless me’? It would appear as if I wished that he should die.” I told him, “We are believers. We are the people of the Bible. It would be best if you had acted like a believer, not like a carnal believer. If he blesses you and God heals him, what do you lose? But you have lost the opportunity.” A few days later, his father died. Because of carnal understanding… I do not know what he would have been if his father had blessed him.

      But I also had an adopted father in Nigeria. He was very sick. So, I travelled to Nigeria with Brother Sama to prepare him for his departure. I told him to pay all his debts so that he does not leave us in debt. I told him to distribute his property to his children so he could talk and not just leave it in his will because it usually brings a lot of conflicts. And I told him to surrender all the fights they are having in their church and to prepare his heart to meet the Lord and be restored to the Lord. I told him to repent of all his sins, and he did. He told me he had backslidden for some time and had joined one of the lodges. He renounced it and put his life in order. He blessed his children and distributed his property. And God spared him for us: God gave us five more years to spend with him. But he had put an order in his life. He could go and be with the Lord.

      Sama was frightened. He asked me: “How will you sit with somebody to tell him that you want to prepare him for his death?” We are the people of the Bible. We do not think like the people of the world. We are the people of God. Death does not frighten us as it does those who are lost. We can help our people prepare to go. If the Lord spares their lives, what is wrong with preparing?
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