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we leaned in

after two hours of pretending

we weren’t thinking about it—

talking about movies we half-watched,

the weather we didn’t care about,

and the chips that had

way too much salt.

your knee brushed mine

like it had been planning it

all night,

and suddenly,

the space between us

felt negotiable.

i could hear your breath—

not in a dramatic,

“and then time stopped” kind of way—

but in that real,

human way

where it catches a little

like the words “i like you”

would if they were

brave enough to show up.

and then,

right when gravity

was about to take over—

you sneezed.

not one of those cute

kitten sneezes

movies lie about.

this was a full-body,

soul-leaving-your-body

kind of sneeze,

the kind that startled

a couple at the next table

and made the waitress

drop her pen.

our foreheads collided.

your glasses went crooked.

and i laughed—

too loud,

too unromantic,

too me.

you apologized between giggles,

wiping your eyes,

and i told you

it was fine,

that at least you didn’t

accidentally cough in my mouth.

“give me a do-over,”

you said,

straightening your glasses
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