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        He sold his soul to a demon. Now that contract is in breach.

      

        

      
        Samantha is helping Kathy pack up her apartment to move back in to their family house when a man named George stumbles on them. He’s dead. And he’s trying to move on.

      

        

      
        The sisters discover that, during the Great Depression, George sold his soul to a demon for good fortune, and now that demon is holding him back from moving on. Only, it doesn’t appear as if the demon made good on his end of the deal, leaving the state of George’s fate in question.

      

        

      
        Spirit is a short story in the Coven series, which is part of the Art of Magic universe, containing the Lost By Magic and the Under the Moon series.
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      Kathy ran the tape dispenser over the top of the box and tilted it so that it sliced the piece. She set the dispenser on top of the box, then folded her arms over it, and rested her head on her arms. “There! Another box done!”

      “And only a million more to go.” Samantha carried another one over from the living room area and set it on the kitchen island. “Here, you can tape up this one.”

      Kathy groaned. “I didn’t realize I had accumulated this much stuff.”

      “Well, you are a bit of a packrat.”

      The younger sister shot daggers with her eyes. “Am not! I just like to…nest.”

      “Whatever you call it, this is going to take us all day,” Steven chimed in from the other end of the room. He was patching the holes in the walls from where Kathy had hung pictures. He looked back at his son, who was sitting in a playpen in the corner, mesmerized by a light-up toy. “All of this to lose our freedom, Josh.”

      Kathy glared in his direction as she taped up another box. “I’m going to have to go through all of this once we get it back to the house. There’s no way all of this will fit in one bedroom.”

      She had already sold off her second-hand furniture, for much less than she had originally bought it for now that it was third-hand. The last two weeks she had been sitting on the floor and trying to pretend like she wasn’t second-guessing her decision to move back home.

      “Anyway,” Samantha said to relieve the tension. “I think I have most of the kitchen packed up. What are you going to do with all the dishes?”

      “You don’t need them?”

      Samantha’s eyes went wide. “Are you kidding? That house has been in our family for generations! I have more mismatched dishes than I know what to do with. No, I don’t need them. Did you want to hold on to them for your next place?”

      “Who knows when that’ll be?” Kathy murmured.

      “Josh, if you don’t get a brother or sister, this is why,” Steven said from behind the girls. “Your mommy and I will never have alone time again.”

      Kathy rolled her eyes.

      “Hey honey, could you take these boxes down to the truck for us?” Samantha suggested. “We’re running out of space.”

      Kathy hurried to tape up the box that Samantha had just set on the counter.

      “Now?” Steven asked.

      “Yes, if you could. Looks like you’re just about done with the plaster.”

      “It’s about time.” He used the trowel to scoop the last of the glob of plaster from the trough into the bucket of plaster. “You really had to put all those holes in the walls for your pictures?”

      Kathy bit her lips to hold back her response. Nothing she said now would be nice after being subjected to his ridicule all day. His annoyance at her moving back in with them was evident. And bringing up the fact that Steven himself had so willingly put holes in all the walls for her when she had first moved in to the apartment was not going to appease the situation at all.

      “At least it’s done,” Samantha said. “And I think by the end of the day we should be able to get everything out of here.”

      “Are you kidding? There’s stuff everywhere!”

      “We’ll manage, honey.” Samantha handed him the keys to the U-Haul. “Start taking boxes down. We’ll get them packed up pretty quickly, so you’ll be the running man. I’ll keep an eye on Josh.”

      He sighed, then leaned down and kissed her. “Okay. But I’m not going to be the only one taking them out of the truck later.”

      “Of course not,” his wife assured him. “We’ll help with that.”

      He propped the door open, grabbed a box, and then disappeared down the hall.

      When she was sure he was out of earshot, Kathy said, “No offense, but your husband is pissing me off today.”

      “I know,” Samantha said with a sigh. “But he’s just annoyed with the situation and this passive-aggressive tone is the way he needs to get it out.”

      “Well tell him to stop, because it’s getting on my nerves.”

      “He’ll stop eventually.”

      “Sam, if he’s going to make snide comments about me all day, I’d rather he didn’t help at all.”

      “And then what? Are you going to pack all of this up and move it by yourself?” Samantha wrapped another plate in newspaper and set it in a box.

      “You’re saying that if Steven goes, you’d go with him?”

      The older sister shrugged as she wrapped the last plate.

      “Sam!”

      “What? Am I happy about the situation? No, Kathy. I’m not. You just up and quit your job because you didn’t like it, without any kind of back-up plan in place. I’m sorry you didn’t like your job, but find another one before you quit. And now you’re moving back in because you know I’ll say yes. I love living with you, I do. But Kathy, this whole attitude you have toward life is a bit immature, don’t you think?”

      Kathy rolled her eyes and turned to clean out the fridge. She already felt bad enough for being an inconvenience to Samantha and Steven. She didn’t understand why they needed to keep reminding her of it. “I don’t want to hear it.”

      “No, but I think you need to hear it. I don’t want to have to carry you financially for the rest of your life. You need to go out and get a job.”

      “Don’t pretend like you’re not getting something out of this new arrangement.” Kathy tossed a browning bag of salad in the trash. “If I go out and get a job, like you suggested, where the hell is Josh going to go while you and Steven are at work? Think about it, Sammy, do you really want a stranger raising your child? At least this way, he’s around family and can spend his first few years in his own house.”

      “Well, either way, you’re going to be watching Josh because, as Steven has so clearly pointed out, we’ll need to get out of the house in order to have time alone.”

      Kathy raised her head to give her sister a look when she noticed a man standing in the doorway behind Samantha.

      The older sister followed Kathy’s eyes and turned to face him too. “Are you the super? We’ve already fixed the holes in the walls, so you can give my sister her full security deposit back.”

      “Sam, I’ve never seen him before,” Kathy said with a hollowness to her voice that clearly conveyed the emotion that nearly consumed her: fear.

      Fighting evil was one thing. Having perfectly human strangers invade her space was another thing altogether. Yet another reason why Kathy was glad to be moving back in with her sister.

      The man’s eyes went wide as he looked between the two women. “You can see me?”
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